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Do not be bound together with unbelievers;

for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness,

or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15
Or what harmony has Christ with Belial,
or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16

Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?
For we are the temple of the living God;

just as God said,
"l will dwell in them and walk among them; and
1 will be their God, and

they shall be my people. 17
Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,”

says the Lord.

“And do not touch what is unclean; and
1 will welcome you. 18 And
1 will be a father to you, and
you shall be sons and daughters to Me,"

says the Lord Almighty.
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All about being separate

» God’s people,
in all times, have
been called to be
separate.

» The exact nature of
that separation has
varied from one
group to another,
the call to be
separate has not.

And separation
is not all about
isolation, but is
about distinction.

Preserving that
critical distinction
is, in part, from not
binding ourselves
in ways that blur
that distinction.
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Out of & into

* |srael’s separation  + The people of Israel
was apart from the were all baptized
Gentiles, via the into Moses & under
Law of Moses. the Law of Moses

« But the Church’s (1 Corinthians 10:2).
separation is apart  + We in the church
from the world, via were all baptized
identification with into Christ & are

Christ in His death, all under God’s
all under grace. grace (Romans 6).
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Why ‘being separate’ after ‘open hearts’?

» But why did Paul + It would appear

shift from talking from this passage
about ‘open hearts’ that their closed

to talking about hearts were due to
‘being separate’? their unequal yokes.

When believers fail to see the critical
spiritual distinction between themselves &
the unsaved world, their capacity for intimacy
with Christ & with one another is diminished.
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Sharp contrasts
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Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7
Therefore do not be partakers with them; 8
for you were formerly darkness, but now you
are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all
goodness and righteousness and truth), 10
trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 11
Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of
darkness, but instead even expose them;
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Hazardous duty

* Though we are
not called to be
isolated, there are
multiple hazards in
our engagements
with the world:

+ First, we might
overlook that we
are all radically

different creatures.

» Secondly, we might

form alignments &
make commitments
with unbelievers
that are inconsistent
with who we are.

Thirdly, we might
either act or not act
as believers who
are in Christ ought.
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So what'’s the right way
to apply this stuff?

» And it may be best

* We will notice that
the apostle Paul
does not specify
exactly which of
the “unequal yokes”
he wants them to
not have so that
they will be free to
have open hearts
with Him & the Lord.

for us to understand
the principles rather
than make a list of
the ‘yokes’ that

we are just not

to have in place.

But marriage &
business are two
areas of concern.
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And we’re not just like Israel because...?

» Paul quoted & drew - Israel was called

from verses that to, “come out...
were written to the be separate... do
people of Israel. not touch”, under
¢ So Why are we not the Law of Moses,
just like Israel or in order for God to
under the same be among them, &
rules as Israel? to be His people.

But we in the church are called to act, or not,
because we are already blessed, forgiven, etc.
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Hello?! This is God speaking!

* Verses 16 through
18 spell out three
times that God is
speaking, in the
beginning, in the
middle, & the end.

* God says four times
“| will’—that's God’s
way of making a
firm commitment.

* And the “l will”

statements are not
all about God doing
something.

Those are clear
statements of God’s
being who He is &
His expressions of
family relationship
with His people.
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Which ‘conforming’ do you prefer?

* The Greek word 2) But we are likewise
that is translated warned not to be
‘conformed’ is used conformed to this
regarding believers world (Romans

in two ways: 12:1,2).

1) We who believe - So while we will be
are predestined to conformed to the
be conformed to the image of His Son,
image of Christ we can impact the

(Romans 8:28, 29). rate of conformity.
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OK, so what do we have?

+ If we take just the » A yoke for working
positive statements together, all by His

from this passage, grace, to a spiritual
& the implications end, & partnership,
of the negative fellowship, harmony,
statements, we things in common,
believers have agreement, & we

or are all these are (all together as
things & much, a church body) a

much more: temple.
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Impacting intimacy

* In the same way * \Why would he be
in which Paul was sovery concerned?
concerned thatthe . Because having
believers in Corinth open hearts is

were not having necessary for us
open hearts with to have intimacy
him - or the Lord - with Christ & with
Paulwas poncerned one another, &
about their ‘yokes'’ thatis exactly what

with unbelievers. God has in mind.
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