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Why?

¢ In 2 Corinthians,
Paul refers again
& again to troubles,
trials & tribulations,
at times providing
details & numbers:

* 1:5-11; 4:8-9,
4:16-18; 6:3-10;
11:23b-33;
12:7-10.

Why are these
troubles, trials &
tribulations so very
important to the
apostle Paul?
Why is it so very
important totellthe
Corinthians about
the troubles, trials
& tribulations?
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Now there was a disciple at Damascus named
Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision,
"Ananias." And he said, "Here | am, Lord." 11
And the Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the
street called Straight, and inquire at the house
of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul,
for he is praying, 12 and he has seenin a
vision a man named Ananias come in and

lay his hands on him, so that he might

regain his sight."
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But Ananias answered, "Lord, | have heard
from many about this man, how much harm he
did to Your saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here
he has authority from the chief priests to bind
all who call on Your name." 15 But the Lord
said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument
of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles
and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for | will
show him how much he must suffer for My
name's sake."
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How is being a Christian
different from being a masochist?
* A masochist is a » A Christian is one

person who derives who can anticipate
pleasure or personal  spiritual benefit in

satisfaction from time & beyond time
pain &/or being from pain of varying
dominated. kinds & durations.

Masochism is as humanly perceived
in present time, & has no spiritual aspect.

But a Christian’s anticipation of spiritual benefit
is only as revealed by God & received by faith.
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Pain is a multi-purpose tool!

» Paul keeps coming
back to the subject
of pain in this book,
& the reason he
does so varies.

* But the lessons &
learning about our
suffering are more
than this one book
can hope to cover.

» As part of our study

today we will ‘walk’
our way through 2
Corinthians, looking
briefly at the several
spiritual benefits of
the various kinds of
pains & afflictions
that Paul & those with
him had experienced.
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Suffering is about ministry

» The one who has » Suffering is not
suffered is qualified all about ‘solo’:
to minister comfort < |t is not God's

to Oth.ers in their design that each
suffering. one suffers alone
» Comfort, throughout nor that we are
this passage, is a suffering while
coming alongside. Christ is aloof.

Senseless solo suffering in silence
is not what God has in mind.
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Suffering to manifest His life

we are:
afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not despairing;

persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed;

» One purpose of our + Paul wrote this in

suffering is so that a Hebrew poetry
the limitations in pattern that has
our own life might repetition for the

show forth His life. sake of emphasis.
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A massive payoff

» From an eternal * Why? In Paul’s

perspective, we see
several principles in
action at once:

» Though Paul’s
many sufferings are
substantial indeed,
he considers them
all to be momentary
light affliction (17?).

time & spiritual
perspective the
afflictions he has
gone through are
a spiritual bargain
— a great tradeoff
when compared to
‘the eternal weight

of glory’.
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Affliction from outside
Adequacy from inside

* In 2 Corinthians * And those many &
6:3-10Paul lists the varied troubles are
troubles that come patiently endured
from the outside with both cheer &
circumstances. hopeful expectation.

* Butthesevaried & <+ God’s adequacy
many troubles are is expressed in His
met by adequacy character & is also
from God Himself. provided by Him:

| in the Holy Spirit, in the word, in power. |
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God’s strength is shown
in our weakness & vulnerability
» Paul not only lists, « We humans can be

but numbers his prone to think that
trials & troubles. life is about our

« But all of these own selves.
are not trophiesto  + But in fact our
Paul’s own capacity lives are really
& endurance, but to about His life &
God’s strength & His character,

power & adequacy. & His Glory.
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Sometimes a thorn
is just what we need!

» Paul tells about * Why does Paul
asking_ the Lorc_j to need the thorn?
take his :thorn in « So that the Lord is
the flesh’ away. exalted, & not Paul.

¢ But the L_ord does e The Lord knows
not take it away, what will result in
because Paul the best spiritual
needs the thorn. outcome for us.

“My grace is sufficient for you...” 12:9a
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Hearts that long for
hearts that are open

» Having opened » Having laid their
their hearts wide, hearts out in the
Paul & his ministry open & their lives
companions are on the line before
longing to see the &forthe sake ofthe
believers in Corinth believers in Corinth,
open their hearts they appeal for open
wide in return. hearts in return.

One cannot play ‘hide & seek’ with God.
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Why is an open heart so important?

» All of our hearts * Only as we have
are open before the intentionally open
Lord (1 Kings 8:39; hearts with the Lord
Proverbs 15:11; are we able to have
Acts 1:24), so... intimacy with Christ.

* The one who does  + And focus upon &
not have an open & intimacy with Christ
honest heart before is exactly what God
the Lord is simply desires of us as a
fooling himself. church body.
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And He gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping
of the saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we
all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature
man, to the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ.
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As a result, we are no longer to be children,
tossed here and there by waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery
of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow
up in all aspects into Him who is the head,
even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
being fitted and held together by what every
joint supplies, according to the proper working
of each individual part, causes the growth of
the body for the building up of itself in love.
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