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Paul's open heart, & an appeal
for them to have an open heart

¢ In 2 Corinthians, ¢ Paul tells them that
& especially in this his ministry to them
passage, Paul lays has not only come

open his own heart at the cost of safety
before the believers & comfort, but also
inthe city of Corinth. by the sufficiency of

« He tells them what God’s resources.
has taken place in » Paul’s open heart
his life physically, asks for their heart

& also spiritually. to be open as well.
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And working together with Him,
we also urge you not to receive
the grace of God in vain-- 2
for He says,
"At the acceptable time | listened to you, and
on the day of salvation | helped  you."
Behold, now is "the acceptable time,"
behold, now is "the day of salvation"
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God’s grace is infinite, &
it is the reigning principle
» God’s grace is so » God’s grace is also

infinite that He will the one outstanding
be demonstrating reigning principle in
His great wealth of the church (Romans
it on into the rolling 5:17, 21), as both a
ages of eternity fundamental truth &
(Ephesians 2:7). the way things work.

Believers can, at times, mistakenly pick when
& where they want to receive God’s grace.
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When are we to receive God’s grace?

* No matter what
stage of life we are
in, & no matter what
the circumstances,
the time for us all to
receive God’s grace
& to express God’s
grace to both the
believers & also the
unbelievers, is now.

« Since we live in a

time when grace is
clearly the reigning
principle, there is
neither a time nor a
circumstance when
our receiving & our
expressing God’s
grace is not exactly
what God intends.
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Receiving God's grace

» God’s grace can » So God’s grace is
be received in vain not irresistible, but
by us who believe can be received in
(2 Corinthians 6:1). vain in our lives.

* |t is even possible » That is why Paul
for us to fall from urges that they do
grace (Galatians receive God’s most
5:4), by seeking amazing grace, as
to be justified by expressed in the

living under the law. ministry of Paul.
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"But | do not consider my life of any account as
dear to myself, so that | may finish my course
and the ministry which | received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the
grace of God."

Ephesians 3:8-9
To me, the very least of all saints, this
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to
light what is the administration of the mystery
which for ages has been hidden in God who
created all things...
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Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained
our introduction by faith into this grace in which
we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory

of God.

Romans 5:17

For if by the transgression of the one, death
reigned through the one, much more those who
receive the abundance of grace and of the gift
of righteousness will reign in life through

the One, Jesus Christ.
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giving no cause for offense in anything,
so that the ministry will not be discredited, 4
but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God,
in much endurance,

in afflictions,

in hardships,

in distresses, 5

in beatings,

in imprisonments,

in tumults,

in labors,

in sleeplessness,

in hunger, 6

in purity,

in knowledge,

in patience,

in kindness,

in the Holy Spirit,

in genuine love, 7

in the word of truth,

in the power of God;
by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, 8
by glory and dishonor,
by evil report and good report;

regarded

as deceivers and yet true; 9

as unknown yet well-known,

as dying yet behold, we live;

as punished yet not put to death, 10

as sorrowful yet always rejoicing,

as poor yet making many rich,

as having nothing yet possessing all things.
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The ministry of grace

* Paul had carried out + Paul’s intent was
his ministry with the that there be no
intent of offering no actual basis for

offense (that is, he anyone to discredit
was being gracious).  his ministry.

* And his ministry » Paul’s ministry -
was also graciously & the one each
given to him, too, of us is called to —
however it was is based on grace,

received by others. from start to finish.
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Patient endurance plus

» There are two Greek * But the word implies

words that are often
translated ‘patience’.

» One word means to
have patience with
people, but the other
word, found in verse
4, means ‘patiently
enduring under the
circumstances’.

more than just that.

It implies patience
with circumstances
accompanied even by
cheerfulness, & also
hopeful anticipation.

It is a patience with
spiritual dimensions
& perspectives &
productivity.



[image: image12.png]2 Corinthians 6:4-5

Difficult circumstances

* From the middle of
verse 4 oninto the
end of verse 5, Paul
begins a listing of
phrases beginning
with the word ‘in’.

» Each of the phrases
briefly describes the
circumstances that
are difficult.

All of those difficult
circumstances are
what Paul, & his
companions, go
through ‘in patient
endurance’.

These difficulties will
be listed in a bit more
detail, & counted, in 2
Corinthians 11:23-29.
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So are we guaranteed that the
Christian life will be ‘a piece of cake’?

¢ Paul makes clear * In the same way,

that his ministry is the ministries that
not a piece of cake. God has called us

« In fact, the external to might lead us into
circumstances are some really difficult

often really bad, by ~ Circumstances, &
themselves anyway. ~ We can expect that.

But God has not called us to grit our teeth
& bear it, for who knows what reason.
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It's what's inside that counts

Or we ought to say
‘Who’ is inside...
Paul changes from
listing the external
circumstances of
his ministry to the
spiritual realities
because Christ is
in the believer &the
believer is in Christ.

Outward trials meet
with inner realities:
in purity,

in knowledge,

in patience,

in kindness,

in the Holy Spirit,

in genuine love,

in the word of truth,
in the power of God.
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By and by
* The end of verse 7+ The weapons of
& the beginning of righteousness call
verse 8 give Paul's to mind warfare as in
means of ministry, Ephesians 6:10-18.

both by_what is _good » Right / left, glory /
& what is perceived  dishonor, good/ evil
as bad, or negative:  report seem at odds.

But the perception of bad or negative
is just man’s view — not God’s view.
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Regarded

* Paul usesthe word
‘regarded’ to say
what the view of
unspiritual people
would be.

* Butin each case
Paul is going to
then state what
the truth is.

as deceivers and yet
true; 9

as unknown yet well-
known,

as dying yet behold,
we live;

as punished yet not
put to death, 10

as sorrowful yet
always rejoicing,
as poor yet making
many rich,

as having nothing yet
possessing all things.
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Our mouth has spoken freely to you,
O Corinthians,

our heart is opened wide [to you]. 12

you are restrained in your own affections. 13

Now in a like exchange --
| speak as to children --
open wide [your heart] to us also.

The first half is about Paul’s expression &
openness of heart to the believers in Corinth.

The second half is about the believer's
response to Paul, & his companions.
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A heart opened wide

» Paul’s thoughts, ¢ Allhe asked was for
motives, & the very the believers in the
deepest basis for all city of Corinth to do
that he & his fellow the same thing.

ministers were doing, « The basis for all that
was placed out in we do is out in the

the open for all to open, & it depends
see —there were N0 entirely upon who

hidden agendas nor  we are in Him &
any fine print. who Christ is in us.
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Outward circumstances





Spiritual realities
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