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In Christ, in Him

» While Christ died + It was God placing
on the cross for our us into Christ that
sins - He being our was the means for
substitute - that only  the Father blessing

makes us forgiven. us with every single
* It was God placing spiritual blessing

us in Christ (aka, in the heavenlies

baptizing us into (Ephesians 1:3).

Christ) that makes * Yes, ‘in’ is a really,
us new creatures. really BIG word!
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‘Hey! He took my place!”

« The word of God,
from the pages of
the Old Testament
on into the New,
says that Christ
died in our place.

e Christ took the sins
of the whole world
upon Himself, dying
for us once for all.

In that sense He
took our place, that
is, He paid the debt
of sin that each one
of us should have
paid ourselves.

But like a check in
full payment of the
debt owed for sin,
it is ‘cashed by faith’.
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“We'll need to see some identification”

» But what took place + Our identification

with Christ on the with Christ was in
cross was not His death on the
limited to Christ cross, His burial,
dying in our place His resurrection,
—as amazing & as ascension & seating
awesome as that is. in the heavenlies.

« We who believe ¢ QOur identification
were also united & with Christ makes

identified with Christ.  a great difference!



[image: image4.png]“Carefull That's a hot handle!”

* |dentification’ is
a good ‘handle’
for what the
Bible teaches.

* But the words
used in the Bible
that convey this
family of biblical
truths include:



[image: image5.png]* In - being placed entirely in, so as to share
an identity

» With - intimately joined in action and
consequence

» Together with — as above, with ‘together’
underscoring the same identity & action

» United with — ‘united’ implies a oneness,
S0 a spiritual oneness is communicated

» Baptized into — ‘baptized’ means to be
immersed or entirely placed into, so as to
be permanently changed by that immersion
or entire placement
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Then the Lord God took the man and put him
into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep
it. 16 The Lord God commanded the man,
saying, "From any tree of the garden you

may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat from it you will

surely die."

So was God wrong to tell Adam that, "in the
day that you eat from it you will surely die."?
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Adam & Eve didn’t die physically
right away, so they’re OK, right?

* What is often * As we understand
overlooked is that this, God was telling
the word ‘death’ in Adam, “...in the day
the Bible is defined that you eat from

as ‘separation’, & the tree of the
‘joining’ or ‘union’ knowledge of good
is defined as ‘life’. and evil you will be
« That principle spiritually separated
applies throughout from Me, your

the entire Bible. Creator”.
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Sin, death & separation

» The basic principle  + “But your iniquities

of separation from have made a

God because of separation between
sin was expressed you and your God,
to Israel by the and your sins have
prophet Isaiah, hidden His face
seven centuries from you so that
before the birth He does not hear.”,

of Christ. Isaiah 59:2
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...you were at that time separate [choris]
from Christ, being aliens [apallotriod]
...without God [atheos] in the world.

Ephesians 4:18
...excluded [apallotriod] from the life of God...
Colossians 1:21

...you were formerly alienated [apallotriod]
and hostile in mind ...

The word choris means to be separate from
or apart from, & apallotrio6 means to be
separate or alienated.
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» Paul wrote. “Foras + “And you were

in Adam all die...”, dead in your
1 Corinthians 15:22a  trespasses and

» "Therefore | said sins, 2 in which
to you that you will you formerly walked
die in your sins; for ~ .-.even when we
unless you believe were dead in our
that | am He, you transgressions”
will die in your Ephesians

sins.“ John 8:24 2:1-2a, 5a
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We read in the book ¢ In six chapters Paul

of Ephesians that writes no less than
those who believe 36 times about the
in Christ are: one who believes

In Christ (1:3,7,10) being ‘in Christ'!
In Him (1:4, 9,10,13) * And being ‘in Christ’
In the Beloved (1:6) S always the place

_ _ of blessing & power
'3” 1V;/)hom (2:21,22 &acceptance & love

& identity, ‘in Him’.
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« Romans 6:1-11 — dead to sin, alive to Christ

« Romans 7:1-6 — death releases one from
marriage; died to the Law, joined to Christ

« 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 — dead to ourselves,
alive to Christ

e Galatians 2:19, 20 — died to the Law,
to live to God

* Colossians 2:20 — died with Christ to
the elementary principles of the world

¢ Colossians 3:5, 20 — dead to sin,
died with Christ to the world



[image: image13.png]This same set of truths,
that death is separation, &
being alive is union, meaning, ‘dead in
relationship to and alive in relationship to’,
is taught in 1 Peter 2:24:

“...and He Himself bore our sins in His body
on the cross, so that we might die to sin and
live to righteousness; for by His wounds you
were healed.”
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e God is the one who <+ Andthe new

has placed us into spiritual history that
Christ — He gets the we have in Christ
credit for doing it all replaces the spiritual
(1 Corinthians 1:30). history that we had

« For starters, He did in Adam, & it also
it so that we share supersedes our
an identity with earthly history,

Christ, forever. even as individuals.
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» This placement ‘in » So our spiritual
Christ’ is something blessings in Christ

that never varies in the heavenlies
over time, nor is are untouchable in
it ever undone or the heavenlies, with
reversed noris a fixed, locked in
such a reversal place, absolutely
or undoing of our certain future &
being ‘in Christ’ outcome on into

even threatened. eternity & forever!
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[image: image17.png]Here are the specific spiritual consequences
of having been identified with Christ in His death

The believer died in relationship to ‘the sin nature’, which
means that the believer is no longer an absolute slave to
‘the sin nature’ (Romans 6:1-10). The flesh (per Galatians
5) is the expression of ‘the sin nature’ through the earthly
body.

The believer died in relationship to the Law of Moses, &
any principle of law (Romans 7:4; Galatians 2:19). This
means that no part of the Law of Moses is applicable as
Law to the believer who is part of the body of Christ.

The believer died in relationship to the world & its basic
principles (Galatians 6:14; Colossians 2:20). The world
has its pressures (Romans 12:2), ways & systems

(Ephesians 2:1-3), & these no longer have a claim on the
believer.



[image: image18.png]This is what it means to have been
identified with Christ in His burial

Being buried with Christ (Romans 6:14; Colossians 2:12) is
the assurance that the death actually took place. This was no
fainting, swooning or coma phenomenon. The body of Christ
was wrapped in accordance with traditional Jewish practices
on the same day in which He was crucified, placed in a tomb,
with a stone over the opening of the tomb. The tomb was
sealed with the seal of Rome, and a team of Roman guards
set in place to prevent the breaking of the seal. But inside the
tomb, it was spiritually very, very crowded, because we who
believe, of the body of Christ, were there with Him as His
wrapped body lay dead in the tomb. Being dead in
relationship to ‘the sin’, the Law and the world are

not hypothetical or nearly true. These are true.



[image: image19.png]This is what God intended by our being raised with Christ
Being raised with him (Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 2:12; 3:1)
means that when Christ was raised to new life, that burial cloth
and that tomb experienced a mass evacuation — even if the
startled Romans soldiers guarding the tomb never saw the
crowd! Being raised with Him means that our new life is
derived from His new life. We are not only dead in relationship
to ‘the sin’, the Law and the world, but we are alive, in a new
kind of life, to God and to righteousness (Romans 6:1-10;

1 Peter 2:24). And while being made alive was a one time
occurrence, being alive is from then on until forever.
Ephesians 1:18-23 tells us that the surpassing greatness

of the power of Christ’s resurrection is the measure of the
magnitude of that new life that was not just enacted at that
past point in time, but is being directed into the life of each
believer — right now! We who believe are not intended to

do the living here on this planet — He is! (Galatians 2:20).
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Acts 1 records historically that Christ ascended, right from
the presence of the eleven disciples. And then we have it
from the Ephesians passage above (also Ephesians 2:4-7;
and elsewhere in Scripture) that Christ was seated in the
heavenlies. As with any process or sequence, it's where it
ends that is what counts so greatly. We end up seated with
Him in the heavenlies, not just when we die or are raptured,
but spiritually speaking, right now. As we've seen before in
this sequence, that seat where Christ is seated right now is
very, very crowded, spiritually speaking! It is there where we
have all of our spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3). It is there
in the heavenlies where we have our citizenship, which is why
our names are written in the book of life — the list of heavenly
citizens. It is there where we have our fellowship with Him.
We are to do the living there, seated in the heavenlies where
we are blessed with Him, as He does the living here.
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