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Of people, of Christ, of God’s
accomplishments through Him

» Some say thatthe  + But this passage
positive & negative tells us that it is

interactions among how we view Christ
us come from how & God’s awesome
we view ourselves, accomplishments
as well as how we through Him that
view other people. is most pivotal.

Our view of what God did through Christ is

intended by God to radically impact how we
view ourselves, other people, & all eternity.
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Therefore from now on
we recognize no one
according to the flesh; even though
we have known Christ
according to the flesh, yet now
we know [Him in this way] no longer. 17
Therefore if
anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creature;
the old things passed away; behold,
new things have come.
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What's our people perspective?

» Paul makes brief » The people who
reference to ‘the believed in Christ,
bad old days’, Paul once thought,
when he viewed just needed to be
people & Christ ‘eliminated’.
from an earthly « But Paul’s new view
perspective: of Christ had given

according him a new view of

to the flesh”. believers in Christ.
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What's our Christ perspective?

* But Paul had not * That is because
simply changed as we see Christ
his view of people. differently it does

« Only by seeing not just make for
Christ & God's a new perspective.
accomplishments » As we see Christ
through Him can truly, & believe in
such a radical Him, we are made
transformation into a new kind of

take place. person, in Christ.
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That RUMUNQOUS word, ‘i

» Perhaps the largest + Our identity, our

word in the entire nature, our eternal
word of God is ‘in’. relationship to God,
« ‘In’ is not a large our interactions with
word because of others, our views of
the number of ourselves & others,
letters in it, but our spiritual history,
because of the & what life is about,
large difference turns on the Person

inwhom you're ‘in’. whom we are ‘in’.
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The believer is
a new-in-kind creature!

» Those who believe + Though one’s outer
are made to be ‘in appearance may
Christ’, by God’s not change very
doing (1 Corinthians ~ much, the one who
1:30), which isn’'t a is ‘in Christ’ appears
superficial or trivial radically different to
distinction. God.

We’re not talking just subtle shades of
difference — but a whole world of difference!
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3

Christians are ‘born with spiritual amnesia

» Though believing » Believers have

in Christ makes a to read about & be
world of difference, taught out of God’s
it is not a change word in order to
that the believer understand that
knows about they now have a
automatically new history, anew
or is aware of present, & a new

by memory. future & forever.
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What the ‘isms’ & the ‘ologies’
just don’t seem to understand

» The four century * And in more recent
old debate between times, Open Theists
the proponents & those Christians
of Calvinism & attempting to mix
Arminianism might Freudian & Jungian
never have taken psychology with
place if they had Christianity seem
understood what not to understand
it means for us what it means for

to be ‘in Christ’. us to be ‘in Christ’.
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18 Now all [these] things are from God
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and
[who] gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, [and
[God was] not counting their trespasses against them, and
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
20 Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ,
as though God were making an appeal through us;
we beg you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. 21

He made Him who knew no sin
[to be] sin on our behalf,
so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.
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It's about what God did
* VVerses 18 & 19 are + But out of God’s

all about what God grace & love &
did, so it begins: mercy, He was the
“‘Now all these things one who took the
are from God”. steps to not only

« It was we human bring about the
beings who needed reCOﬂCIllatlon, but
to be reconciled to also to send us

God-not God being ~ ‘ambassadors’ for
reconciled to us. the reconciliation.
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So... which ministry do you prefer?

+ If you want to sign » But if we come to

up for a ministry of realize what God
law, then you need has in mind, we

to know that you’re will see that we are
signing up for a graciously entrusted
ministry of death with a ministry of

& condemnation. reconciliation!

So the ministry that God has given usis a
ministry of telling people that God has done
the work of reconciling us with Himself.




[image: image12.png]2 Corinthians 5:21

On a spring day near Jerusalem...

» On a spring day » As Jesus Christ was
near Jerusalem, crucified between
about (or perhaps two criminals, God
exactly) 30 AD, a made Him, who
number of very knew no sin, to be
momentous & sin in our place,
awesome things that is, that Christ
took place, but would take the
unnoticed by the penalty for our sin

ones who stood by. upon Himself.
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In Christ, in Him

» While Christ died + It was God placing
on the cross for our us into Christ that
sins - He being our was the means for
substitute - that only  the Father blessing

makes us forgiven. us with every single
* It was God placing spiritual blessing

us in Christ (aka, in the heavenlies

baptizing us into (Ephesians 1:3).

Christ) that makes * Yes, ‘in’ is a really,
us new creatures. really BIG word!
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