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One death & two motivations

» This passage gives + This passage offers

us insights into the two motivations for
death of Christ, in ministry: the fear
saying both that of the Lord, which
Christ died for us, looks to a future
that is, He died in judgment for our
our place, & that rewards & the love
when He died, we of Christ, which is
who believe all our response to

died with Him. His love for us.
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Paul's open heart,
Christ’'s open heart

» Another pivotal point + And Paul’s open

in this passage is

that Paul opens his
hearttothe Lord &to
the saints in Corinth.

< Paul’s motivations,
& his behavior, & his
activity on behalf of
the gospel are laid
out for all to see.

heart just reflects
Christ’s open heart:

Christ, who loved us,
gave Himself for us,
dying in our place,
also allowing that
we would die with
Him on that very
crowded cross.
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Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord,
we persuade men, but
we are made manifest to God;
and | hope that
we are made manifest also in your consciences.

Knowing & hoping are the things that go

on inside Paul’s heart, as well as those who
minister with him. The “we persuade” & “we
are made manifest” are actions & expressions
from Paul & his ministry companions.
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“...knowing the fear of the Lord...”

* We've madeita * And ‘the fear of the
point to point out Lord’ is not about
Paul’s point © our being afraid of
about knowing: God’s wrath (we’ll

+ We believers are never be subject
intended to know to It) nor is it about
what God has His unpredictable
revealed to us, nature, but is about
with complete having an uftimate

& total certainty. respect for the Lord.
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“...we persuade men...”

* The Greek word
that is translated
‘persuade’ is to
bring people to a
place of agreement,
confidence & belief
— it is not just Paul
applying pressure
or ‘twisting arms’
so they give in.

And it has been
said that, “A man
convinced against
his will is of the
same opinion still”.
Bringing people

to believe is from
God’s work in their
hearts & His work
through the saints.
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Made manifest

* Now God knows our ¢ So Paul realizes

hearts better than
we know our own.

» And many feel that
they can play a hide
& seek game with
God about their
hearts, but what
can be hidden
from God?

that the very best
approach is to lay
out one’s life &
heart before the
Lord of eternity,
who is ultimately
trustworthy, & not
to ‘play games’ with
the saints, either.
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OK, once more, from the heart...

» Paul again uses the + So Paul makes the

term “‘commending point that there are
ourselves” (in 2 those who are just
Corinthians 4:2; trying to make a
5:12 & 6:4), but he good appearance
wasn’t just patting — on the outside.
himself on the back . Byt Paulis all about
or trying to make a the heart — a heart
superficially good that is ‘open wide’

impression. (2 Corinthians 6:11).
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For
if we are beside ourselves,
it is for God;
if we are of sound mind,
it is for you.
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Beside ourselves & of sound mind

« To some, what Paul ¢ So whatever made

said made perfect sense to people,
sense, but to others that was for those
what Paul said & who could hear it
the way that he & understand, but
said it seemed to whatever was ‘over
be ‘over the top’ the top’ intense &
intense, & also a hard to understand,
bit hard to grasp. that was for God.

God can deal with what people can’t understand.
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Therefore, beloved, since you look for these
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace,
spotless and blameless, 15 and regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also
our beloved brother Paul, according to the
wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16 as also in
all his letters, speaking in them of these things,
in which are some things hard to understand,
which the untaught and unstable distort, as
they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to

their own destruction.
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For the love of Christ controls us,
having concluded this,
that One died for all,
therefore all  died; 15
and He died for all,
so that they who live
might no longer live
for themselves, but

for Him
who died
and rose again

on their behalf.
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The love of Christ compels us

¢ QOur love for Christ e The love that is

is our response to from Christ causes
His most awesome us to love Him in
& most astounding return, & also to
love for us: love one another

- “We love, because as brothers & as
He first loved us.” sisters in Christ
-1 John 4:19 (1 John 4:20-21).

The love of Christ, like grace, is motivating.
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"For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son..."

Galatians 2:20

"...the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up forme..."

Ephesians 5:2

" ...Christ also loved you and gave
Himself up for us..."

Ephesians 5:25

"Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her"
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For the love of Christ compels and motivates
us, since we have already concluded this:

that One - Christ - died voluntarily in the place
of all believers, as our substitute, since Christ
died in our place, and also - at the same time -
all believers died with Christ having also been
identified with Him in His death; 15 and He,
Christ, died as a substitute for all believers,
that they who live, that is, the believers, should
no longer live for themselves, but rather live for
Him who died and rose again in their place.
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