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This & that... Here & there

* In 2 Corinthians * Inverses 6-10 Paul
5:1-5 Paul had writes about our
written about our present courage,
present body as that we now walk
an earthly tent, by faith, & being in
& as a house. this body means to

* He also wrote be away from the
about the new Lord, & vice versa.
body that we will » He writes that we’ll

have in heaven. stand before Christ.
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Therefore, being always
of good courage,
and knowing that while
we are at home in the body
we are absent from the Lord-- 7 for
we are walking by faith, not by sight-- 8
we are
of good courage, | say,
and prefer rather to be
absent from the body
and to be
at home with the Lord.
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Good courage

» Paul writes to the » 1) Because of

believersin Corinth what we know, &
about being of 2) because of
good courage, & what we prefer.
he writes it twice! e Our being of good

* Andthereis a very courage is for here,
good reason for & what we know by
him to write about faith is for here, too.

our being ofgood  « Qur preference is
courage - twice: for there - with Him.
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knowing

« Back when we » But our knowing,
were taking a look even with certainty,
at 2 Corinthians is a knowing that is
4:14 we pointed lived out by faith in
out that God does the spiritual facts
intend that we do that have been
know what has revealed to us,
been revealed to including our

us, with certainty. knowing Him.
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So what are we knowing that
allows us to be of good courage?

* We know that being + But even though we

in these present are absent from the
bodies means that Lord in these bodies
we are living in a in a physical sense,
temporary body He is ever so close
that has us away to each one of us,
from the face of spiritually speaking,
the Lord, for now. all the time.

Christ lives in & through us, we were identified

with Him, & are being made into His image.
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We are walking by faith

* As a generalization, + But the believer's

the people in the ‘picture’ of reality
world around us goes beyond those
walk by sight — five purely physical
by what they see, senses, by faith in
hear, smell, touch the truths about the
& taste. spiritual realm & the
« It is not that we time beyond earth
don’t have those time as revealed in

physical senses... God’s written word.
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A believer has the capacity for seeing
both physically & spiritually (double vision?).
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Faith in the living Word
through the written word

* We are to live by
faith in Christ, the
Son of God, who
does the living for
us & through us —
that is how we walk
by faith, & not by
dependence upon
only what we see &
sense physically.

» And our walking by

faith is always by
believing what God
has revealed in His
written word, & it is
through His written
word that we behold
Christ, the Living
Word, & are then
transformed.
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"l have been crucified with Christ; and it is
no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which | now live in the flesh | live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave Himself up for me."

Christians are being sold (both literally &
figuratively) a great deal of mysticism in our
day which is not from the Lord Himself. God

intends that our mystical beholding of the Lord
& our intimacy with the Lord, the Living Word,
is to be through & centered on the written word.
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Spiritual preference

» Paul says thatone + Thatis not a matter

of the reasons for of having a death
his being of good wish, or his not
courage is because valuing the life &

he actually has a opportunity the Lord
preference for being has placed before
absent from this him, but it is a

body & being matter of where
present with his hope lies, with

the Lord. the Lord Himself.
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Where's ‘home’?

» Most of us have » Butwhile Paul says
some sense of that we are now
a place that we home in the body,
call ‘home’. our ultimate home

« Home holds for us is really in heaven,
a sense of comfort where we are now
& security, & an blessed in Christ,
environment that seated with Him, &
has memories & have our citizenship

enjoyment for us. & ourhome with Him.
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Spiritually ambitious

« Toward what are we <+ “And without faith

to be ambitious? it is impossible to
« Paul says that please Him...”
our ambition is Hebrews 11:6
ultimately to be » So faith is essential
pleasing the Lord. to our pleasing the
+ And that requires Lord, which is just
that we know what what Paul said in

truly pleases Him. verse 7.
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There will come a day...

» There will come a + It will be a day when

day when each of in fact days as we
us will stand before know them won't
the Lord. matter any more.

+ It will be a day when + But what will matter
we will see Him as then is the faith that
He is — face to face we placed in Him
- for we will be like now, as we go

Him (1 John 3:2). about on this earth.
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Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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Judged based on works?

¢ Oh, no! Are we « And there are no
going to be judged works that God
based on our desires or expects
works? Yes, but... us to do that He

» The works are has not already
those that He does prepared for us

through us by faith ahead of time

in Him, as He does (Ephesians 2:10).
the living in us * He is motivated to
(Galatians 2:20). reward us to the full.

| Our salvation is not at issue - just rewards. |
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