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For we know that if the earthly tent
which is our house is torn down,
we have a building from God,
a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2
For indeed in this house we groan,
longing to be clothed
with our dwelling from heaven, 3
inasmuch as we, having put it on,
will not be found naked. 4
For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan,
being burdened, because we do not want to be
unclothed but to be clothed,
so that what is mortal
will be swallowed up by life. 5
Now He who prepared us
for this very purpose
is God, who gave to us
the Spirit as a pledge.
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The earthly tent... our house... a building

* The people of the » The people who
city of Corinth knew lived in Corinth had

about earthly tents, houses of varying
& houses, & other size & status.
buildings. « And Corinth had its
» Every two years religious, business
Corinth would host & even government
the Ithsmian games, buildings, the ruins
& there would be of which are visible

tents everywhere. today.
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Right now we’re just campin’ out

» Our bodies are » Paul describes
indeed fearfully & these temporary
wonderfully made bodies that we now
(Psalm 139:14), have as an earthly
but some of us are tent — a house.

a bit fearful about * Some day these
our bodies & are earthly tents, these
Wonderlng if we're houses, are going

going to make it. to get ‘torn down’.
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We have...

* Paul wrote that “we + And Paul described
have” in the present  that new body with
tense, not because three distinct
we are in heaven phrases:

& have new bodies  + 3 puilding from God

now, bu’g inorderto a house not made
emphasize the total with hands

certainty that we will )
have a new body.  ° ternalin the
heavens
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Coming right up!

* The new body that + We’'ll have a new

we will have is not body that was not
from trial & error or made with hands!
man’s best effort. « |t does not need

* It is a new body a warranty nor a
graciously given screening nor does
to us from God it have an expiration

Himself. date — ever!



[image: image6.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

» The works of man are + Deuteronomy 4:28

spoken of as being  « Deuteronomy 16:15
do.ne. by mgps hands , 5 Kings 19:18
* This is positive when | A< 748
it is something which _
God has appointed ~ * ACts 17:24-25
for man to do, but... * Acts 19:26

« Making idols is often ¢ Revelation 9:20-21
called the works of a
man's hands



[image: image7.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

* The work of Godin  + Job 10:8
the physical realmin « pPsaim 19:1
this present creation |, poaim 92:4
is often spoken of as )
being done by God's * Psalm 95:5
hands or is called * Hebrews 1:10
the work of His » Hebrews 2:7
hands.



[image: image8.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

« When God does « Daniel 2:34, 45
something that is notin « 2 Corinthians 5:1
this present creation, « Colossians 2:11
but is in the spiritual )
realm oris in the New ~ * Hebrews 9:11,
Creation, it is spoken ..not made with
of as "not made with hands, that is to
hands", "made without ~ SaY, not of this
hands" or similar. creation...”.
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Groaning houses & tents

» The first lines of » But our groaning
verses 2 & 4 are doesn’t just mean
partly identical & that we complain a
partly rhyming lot, nor even quietly.
meanings, but « It means that not
both lines say only do we realize
that in this body - that these bodies
a house, atent - are not what they

we are groaning. ought to be...
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Would you like new clothes?

* The next lines
speak of what we
long for & want.

» So the groaning is
not just about us
griping endlessly
about our great
dissatisfaction with
our present bodies
- ad nauseum.

* The groaning & our

present burden are
really based on our
longing & awaiting
& anticipating our
new bodies, which
verses 2 & 4 call
clothes — moving
fromahousetoa
clothing analogy.
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From heaven & real life

* A body from this » And while people
earth just isn’t going  will often try to hold

to cut it — ever! on to these bodies,
« Only one from what we really need
heaven will do. is real, endless life.

The body that we really need is one that

comes from where we’re blessed with
every spiritual blessing in Christ!
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God’s just getting everything ready

» One reason why * And just so we can
God doesn’t just be sure that God’s
take a believer going to follow
home & give him through in His
a new body just preparation of
as soon as he each one of us
comes to believe all the way to the
is because God gates of heaven
is still preparing He gives us a

that believer. ‘security deposit’.
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The Holy Spirit is a pledge

* Each believer is
continuously indwelt
by the Holy Spirit —
every one of us, all
the time, as part of
our position, our
possession, as
a security deposit
assuring us all.

And the Holy Spirit
carries on a range
of ministries in our
lives, all the way to
the very end of this
life, in this tent, in
this house.

God is not far away
— He indwells you!
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