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But having the same spirit of faith,
according to what is written,

" believed, therefore | spoke,"
we also believe, therefore we also speak, 14

knowing that

He who raised the Lord Jesus
will raise us also with Jesus and
will present us with you.
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“...the same spirit of faith...”

» Paul had the same  + Paul quoted, "l

spirit of faith as the believed, therefore
author of Psalms, | spoke", directly
who also was from the Greek Old
inspired by the Testament version
Holy Spirit in what of Psalm 116:10.

he wrote (as in 2 « That passage also
Timothy 3:16,17) speaks of affliction,
& had the same & God's deliverance

spiritual faith. from death.
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What faith is - & isn’t

* What comes out » So our walking by
in this verse is that faith is always in the
faith is in the Lord, Lord, & by what is
as revealed in His in His written word.
written word. « Faith is not to be

» That is what it in something we
means for us as claim on our own,
believers in Christ & then say that we
to “walk by faith” are “believing God”

(2 Corinthians 5:7). for that to happen.
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Speech based on faith in God

* As Paul wrote & » The same pattern
spoke, in the same makes sense for us,
spirit as the author so that our speech
of Psalm 116:10, is based on faith in
his speech was the Lord, as we also
based on the faith walk in fellowship
that he had placed with Him, & as His
in the Lord. life is lived out in us.

That faith is according to what is written. ..
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“...knowing this...” is
faith-pased knowledge

* There are those * |tis in fact because
who say that we we can know truth
cannot know what from God’s word
God’s word means, with certainty that
that we never can we can live out the
have a certainty. Christian life, in its

« But God’s word has ~ many applications,
“knowing...” & “do & we can also know
you not know...” Jesus Christ the

many times. Lord - with certainty!
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‘He who...”

» So exactly who
is the “He who”
in verse 147

« |t is God the Father,
who raised Jesus
from the dead
(Romans 6:4;
Galatians 1:1), who
will also raise us up
from the dead.

» Our (all of us in the
church, from Acts 2
to the rapture) being
presented to the
Lord Jesus Christ,
when we get to
heaven, is a clear
reference to our
being Christ’s bride
(2 Corinthians 11:2).
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| betrothed you to one husband, so that to
Christ | might present you as a pure virgin.

Among the Jewish wedding customs of New
Testament times, when a bride was betrothed
it was the solemn duty of the bride’s family &
friends, & the father of the bride - & even the
bridegroom himself - to be able to present

the bride to the bridegroom “as a pure virgin”,
“holy and blameless”, & “beyond reproach”.
Hence the last part of 2 Corinthians 4:14,
“‘He ...will present us with you...”.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him in love...

Colossians 1:22

...in order to present you before Him
holy and blameless and beyond reproach--
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For all things are for your sakes, so that
the grace which is spreading
to more and more people may cause
the giving of thanks to abound
to the glory of God.

The chiasm starts with what God’s grace
has caused to happen on the human side,
which ultimately causes thanks to & glorifying

of God. The middle of this verse focuses on
what is on the increase, starting with grace
& ending with glory: “spreading”, “more and

more”, “abound”.
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Whatever is for your sakes
doesn’t just end there

+ All of the difficult * That is because we
things that Paul & believers are living
all his companions by grace as the

were going through reigning principle
for the sake of the (Romans 5:17, 21).
believers in Corinth  « As death had once

benefitted all the spread to all, now
believers in Corinth,  grace spreads to all
but it didn't stop through us who now

with them. believe in Christ.
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Abounding grace > abounding thanks

» God’s amazing & » And since the grace

abounding grace is is abounding (really,
intended to result in infinite), so ought to
thankfulness in all be our response in
of our hearts. thanksgiving to the
« |t is thankfulness Lord, & therefore so
for God’s mercy & also ought to be the
grace that are to be motivation for action
our motivation for in this life, all as a

action in this life. response to grace.
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“...we do not lose heart...”

» Paul wrote the * In addition to the
words, “we do not insights provided
lose heart” in verse in each context,

1, associating them our appreciation
with God’s mercy. of God’'s mercy &

+ Here in verse 16 grace would seem
Paul again writes to be essential to
the same words, our not losing heart,
associating them in the course of life

with God’s grace. - & of ministry.



[image: image13.png]The poetic pattern of contrasts in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Therefore we do not lose heart,

but though our outer man is decaying,
yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17

For momentary, light affliction is producing for us
an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18

while we look not at the things which are seen,
but [we look] atthe things which are not seen;

for the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are eternal.

After the first line, “Therefore we do not lose heart...”,
the rest of the passage from verse 16 to verse 18 consists

of four contrasts: the earthy & temporal contrasted with
the spiritual & the eternal.
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“but though our outer man is decaying,
yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.”

¢ The first line above, <+ But Paul makes a
about our outer man  good point that for

decaying, may not those who are in
need too much Christ, our inner
elaboration. life can & ought

« \We can & ought to to follow a much
do the things that different principle:
supportgood health, + There is a renewing
but our outer man process! (Romans

is still decaying. 12:2;Ephesians 4.:23).
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“For momentary, light affliction

is producing for us an eternal weight of glory
far beyond all comparison”

* What Paul is * But those afflictions
picturing for us is are not senseless,
really very lopsided, but are productive
but in a good way. — very much so:

» He calls the horrific  + They result in an
trials that he & his eternal weight of
companions have glory, way out of
been going through, proportion with the
“‘momentary, light troubles he has, or

affliction”. we have, in time.



[image: image16.png]Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

e Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition



[image: image17.png]2 Corinthians 4:16-18

“‘while we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen”

» Paul says that he » Paul not only sees

sees what others a spiritual reality in
do not see. the present, but he
« And he sees the also sees a spiritual
things that are reality in the future.
unseen by most, » Through eyes of
through faith, a faith he sees both
faith in what God eternal time & value
has revealed, & so that this world does

has ‘spiritual eyes’. not see at all.
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A believer has the capacity for seeing
both physically & spiritually (double vision?).
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“for the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are eternal’

» The world that we * |t is the spiritual

& most everyone realm that our eyes
can see is locked are not designed to
into & limited by see — but we have
time. visibility into the
« But the spiritual spiritual realm

realm is eternal — because God has
not locked into or revealed it by His
limited by time as own intent, primarily

we know it. through His word.
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