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But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,

so that the surpassing greatness
of the power will be of God  and not from ourselves; 8

we are: afflicted in every way,  but not crushed;
perplexed,  but not despairing; 9

persecuted,  but not forsaken;
struck down,  but not destroyed; 10

always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus,
so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11

For we who live are

constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake,
so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12

So death works in us,
but life in you.
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This passage addresses
critical issues for our day

e 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 + How am | to think of

gddresses critical myself as a person?
issues for our day — . wiill | be adequate
issues with which for life... & how is

both society & many  |ife to be lived out?

people 2’;’2:5”6’ %Oth « What place do trials
unsaved & saved, have in my life?

as well as man
chlﬂch bodies.y * Whom do others see
in me, & in my life?



[image: image3.png]2 Corinthians 4.7

“...we have this treasure
in earthen vessels...”

» The two primary
materials forvessels
in that day were
clay (earthenware)
& bronze, & Corinth
was famous for its
fine bronze vessels.

< Paul chose to refer
to us as less costly
‘earthen vessels’.

And the earthen
vessels were also
far more fragile.

So the real value of
an earthen vessel
could very well be
what’s inside of it,
rather than the
value of the

vessel itself.
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So what'’s the ‘treasure’”?

¢ So what is this * In verse 6, Paul
‘treasure’ in us wrote, “...the Light
earthen vessels of the knowledge of
that Paul writes the glory of God in
about in verse 77? the face of Christ.”

So the treasure is glorious & eternal, &is
intimate & personal: glory is the radiant

essence of who God is, & God is eternal,
& our knowledge & beholding is of Christ.
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What people need is not better
self-esteem, but Christ-esteem

» Some in our day » 2 Corinthians 3 & 4
have said that the says that Christ is
human problem is ouradequacy, & our

really a self-esteem righteousness, &

problem, but God’s our treasure, & our
word says that our life - the One Whom
greatest need is to we are to behold, &
have Christ-esteem. so be transformed.

Self-esteem won’t be or do any of those things.
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“...the power will be of God...”

» There is a lot of » Our adequacy &
talk in our day of what God desires
‘empowerment’ — to accomplish in
empowering people. & through us is

« But as nice as that intended to be by
might seem to folks ~ God’s own enabling
either politically or & empowering &
socially, what is energizing, which
most important is is over-the-top in

the power of God. its greatness.
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. ..not from ourselves...”

* God does notwant + But we are intended
ourvery best, norto to be the earthen
have us try to pay vessel that holds a
Him back for what priceless treasure:
He has done forus, . «_ the Light of the
nor to have us seek knowledge of the

to conform to His glory of God in the
specifications, nor face of Christ.” -
to impress others 2 Corinthians 4:6

with ourselves. (& see also 4:4).
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we are:
afflicted in every way,
perplexed,

persecuted,
struck down,

» Some folks are mad
at or disappointed in
God, & some even
assume that they
haven't figured out
‘the magic’ to force
God to make things
real nice for them.

but not crushed;
but not despairing;
but not forsaken;
but not destroyed;

But having troubles
& trials & difficulties
in this life is exactly
what believers can
expect!

As long as we'’re
still here, God’s not
done with us yet!
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Our difficulties may be many, varied
& large, but they are not ultimate...

» Paul gives a brieflist + But as many, varied

of troubles - a small & large as the trials
sampling of them. may be, even the

« This is the first of total of them is
several ‘tribulation not ultimate.
lists’ given for us » Death would be the
in 2 Corinthians: ultimate, though it

. 4:8,9: 6:3-10; is not a defeat, but

11:23b-33; 12:7-10. @ victory in Christ.
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[For we who live are]
always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus,
so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11

For we who live are
constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake,
so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

From “so that...” to “in our”, the
words in verses 10 & 11 are
identical — Paul is using a
Hebrew poetic pattern.

Which means that the
messages from “always...”

to “Jesus”, & “constantly” to
“Jesus’ sake” are at least
intended to rhyme in meaning,
if not be identical in meaning.

The terms “body” & “mortal
flesh” at the end of each verse
are also rhyming in meaning.

Our body, our mortal flesh, our
fragile earthen vessel, is for the
purpose of manifesting the very
life of Jesus.

And manifesting the life of Jesus
comes through circumstances
that may even threaten death.



[image: image15.png]2 Corinthians 4:10-11

“...the dying of Jesus...”,
“...death for Jesus' sake...”
* None of the troubles ¢ We can understand

& trails of Paul & his  that such troubles
companions had yet  are for the cause

resulted in death, of Jesus (for Jesus’
but they were the sake), but how can
threat of death & such troubles also
they also pressed be ‘the dying of
toward death. Jesus’?

Christ takes all of our suffering as His own!
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His life in & through us

» Our identification » But the struggles
with Christ has, as & trials & troubles
one purpose, that of this life also have
Jesus’ life would be the purpose that
lived in & through Jesus’ life would be
each one of us lived in & through
(Galatians 2:20). each one of us.

* That’s one reason * God desires to see
we died to the Law Jesus’ life lived in &

(Galatians 2:19). through each of us!
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What a paradox!

* Verse 12 says, » Those to whom they
“So death works in minister experience
us, but life in you.” the benefits of true

« While Paul & his spiritual life, due to
companions suffer & through the many
for the sake of sufferings of Paul &
Christ... his companions.

Acts 9:16, “._for | will show him how much
he must suffer for My name's sake.”
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