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This section of Scripture has been,
is, & will be, about ministry

» The ministry that * Ministry is about
Paul is talking about ~ Christ & you & us &
centers upon Christ.  those who are to

+ While our culture hear the gospel of
tends to think about ~ salvation by grace.
visible symbols of » So Paul is telling us
faith as ministry, or what ministry is & is
that ministry is what not like, & how we
pastors do, that is received it, & where
not really ministry. it is headed next.
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“...we have this ministry...”

» The ministry that
Paul has, which is
the ministry that we
have, is the ministry
of the Spirit, which
is also the ministry
of righteousness —
not the ministry of
death &the ministry
of condemnation.

The ministry of grace
that our Lord gave
us isn’t just one of

a range of possible
ministries of varying
character.

The ministry that
we have is distinctly
different than the
one under the Law.
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“...as we received mercy,
we do not lose heart...”

» Under the Law of * In 1 Timothy 1:12-
Moses, Israel would 16, Paul also wrote
be shown mercy if that he (Paul) had

they obeyed God his ministry only
(Deuteronomy because God had
13:17, 18). shown him mercy.

» But under grace, « We don'’t lose heart
God shows mercy because God shows

& we are motivated us mercy that does
by grace & mercy. not depend on us.
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but we have renounced
the things hidden
because of the shame,

not walking in craftiness
or adulterating the word of the God,

but by the manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves
to every man's conscience
in the sight of God.

In both cases, the word translated ‘but’ is a

word for sharp contrast: hiding vs. manifesting,
shame vs. what is commendable to man & God.
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So what will one do
with the word of God?

» Paul puts the two
options in sharp
contrast:

* There are those
who are prone to
tweak the word of
God so that it ‘sells
better, or to find
ways to set it aside
when ‘convenient’.

» But Paul’s approach

under grace, in the
ministry of the Spirit
& of righteousness
is manifesting the
word of God as the
ultimate in truth:

“Just give it to them
straight”, or, “Tell it
like it is”.
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Some have blinded minds!

* In 1 Corinthians * |f one sees the
chapter 3 the veil gospel, that one
went from Moses’ believes & is saved.
face to the hearts « But the one who
of those who heard doesn’t see it also
the Law read. doesn’t believe,

* Now the veil shifts & that is the one
to keeping people who is perishing.
from seeing the « Sadly, that one has

gospel of Christ. a ‘blinded mind’.
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“...the god of this world...”
* We human beings  + But the god of this

will enjoy ‘seeing’ world, the prince of
an illusionist make the power of the air,
something appear the serpent of old,
to be real that is is one who creates
not actually real. a life-long illusion

« We are entertained ~ that causes people
because the illusion ~ notto see their great

is often of no great ~ need for the gospel
consequence. of Jesus Christ.
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“...the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God.”

* In Acts chapter 9 * Though Paul was

Dr. Luke tells us physically blinded
about the day of for a time, it was
Paul’s conversion: the first time that
* Paul saw “...the his eyes were open.
light of the gospel » As Paul was that
of the glory of day changed by
Christ, who is the seeing Christ, so
image of God”, on we are changed

that very day. by seeing Christ.
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“We don’t preach ourselves...”

» Paul is not selling » And the only place

himself, as others to put himself in
are prone to do. the picture is as a
« Paul just preaches servant of the body

Christ the Lord as of Christ, for the
our only crucified & sake of Christ, but
resurrected Savior. not ‘beholding Paul’.

Believers are to glorify the Lord & to
point others to Him for salvation & growth.
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Light in the darkness

» Just as God spoke
the physical light
into existence as
recorded for us in
Genesis chapter
one, so also God
has made spiritual
light to shine in our
hearts, where once

there was darkness.

+» As this world began

without God’s light,
so we also began
without God’s light.
The physical light
was created as a
physical analog to
God’s own glory:
the radiant essence
of who God is.
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While so engaged as | was journeying to Damascus with the
authority and commission of the chief priests, 13 at midday, O King,
| saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining
all around me and those who were journeying with me. 14 And when
we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a voice saying to me in the
Hebrew dialect, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard
for you to kick against the goads." 15 And | said, 'Who are You,
Lord?' And the Lord said, 'l am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16
'‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose | have appeared
to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things
which you have seen, but also to the things in which | will appear to
you; 17 rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles,
to whom | am sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among
those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'
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Verse 4:

“...the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God.”

Verse 6:

“...the Light of the knowledge
of the glory of God
in the face of Christ.”
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