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Letters, glory & a veill

+ If verses 1-6 carry + It will be helpful forus
a theme of ‘letters’, to observe the veil:

verses 7-11 camy .« 1) the reason for the
atheme of ‘glory’, & veil, 2) that the veil

verses 12-18 then changes location, 3)
carry the theme of how the reading of

the veil’ & those the Law impacts the
who are ‘unveiled’. hearts of the Jews. ..

& 4) what it means for us to be ‘unveiled’.



[image: image2.png]Moses & his veil in Exodus 34:33-35

When Moses had finished speaking with them,
he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever
Moses went in before the LORD to speak with
Him, he would take off the veil until he came
out; and whenever he came out and spoke to
the sons of Israel what he had been commanded,
35 the sons of Israel would see the face of Moses,
that the skin of Moses' face shone. So Moses
would replace the veil over his face until he
went in to speak with Him.
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Spirit & spirit

» Spirit, as in the Holy + While the Law is
Spirit, & spirit, as spiritual, it defines
referring to our own actions & behaviors,
spirits, or that which & also blessings, in

is spiritual, occurs the physical realm.
seventimesinthis . Butthe ministry
chapter, three of of the Spirit works
those times in from & blesses in

verses 17-18. the spiritual realm.
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Hope & boldness

» The ministry of the  « It is not like the
Spirit, the ministry hope of Moses:

of righteousness, « “ hope these
has an extraordinary  |sraelites don’t
hope! notice that my
» That extraordinary glory is fading -
hope inspires a | think I'll keep
boldness before this veil on so
the Lord & before they can’t see

others. that it's fading...”.



[image: image5.png]The poetic pattern in 2 Corinthians 3:14-16
14 But their minds were hardened;

for until this very day s, ;

at the reading of the old covenant :
the same veil remains unlifted,----.

because it is removed in Christ. 15

But tO thls day .............................................................

whenever Moses is read,

a veil lies over their heart; 16 ----- !

but whenever a person turns to the Lord,
the veil is taken away.
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Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror [a process+]

---------------------------------- the-glory-of the-Lord,* [ agi] -

are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, [a process++]
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

* Typically the point of emphasis in a chiasm

+ our action, by the ministry of the Holy Spirit
++ God’s action, as we behold the Lord’s glory
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“But we all...”

» The word pair * And the “we all”is in
“we all” refers to contrast to the nation
all believers, as of Israel, who had
it also does in 1 been under the Law
Corinthians 10:17 & who were blinded
& James 3:2. & hardened by it.

“We all” are those from whom the veil has

been removed & lifted, because by turning
to the Lord we are in Christ & have liberty.
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“...with unveiled face...”

* In the context, » ...calling upon the
wearing a veil Lord’s grace — not
means still being upon the works of
under the Mosaic the Law to be saved.
LaW, & the Ve||. * The believer’s
over the heart is beholding of the
removed when a glory of the Lord is
person turns to not enhanced by

the Lord in faith... the Law — a veil.
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“...beholding as in a mirror...”

* These four words ¢ Paul also used the

are translated from word for mirrorin 1
just one Greek word. Corinthians 13:12,

« This is the word as did James in
for looking into James 1:23.
a polished first * In all three of
surface mirror, these passages, the
& Corinthian mirror represents
mirrors were God’s written

famous. word.
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But prove yourselves doers of the word, and
not merely hearers who delude themselves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and
not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his
natural face in a mirror+; 24 for once he has
looked at himself and gone away, he has
immediately forgotten what kind of person
he was.

+ See also 1 Corinthians 13:12 where the
same word is used, also for ‘the word of God’
(specifically, the completed New Testament).



[image: image13.png]2 Corinthians 3:18

“...the glory of the Lord...”

» The glory of the
Lord is the center
of Paul’s chiasm
— the center being
typically the focal
point of the chiasm.

* Glory is the radiant
essence of who
God is.

All glory is derived
from God, since

He is the ultimate
source of all glory.

Glory is not a thing
or a commodity —
it is very personal,
radiating from His
own essence.



[image: image14.png]Our Lord even prayed
in the final hours of His earthly life
that we would see His glory,
which will be ultimately fulfilled when
we see Him face to face

John 17:26

"Father, | desire that they also, whom You have
given Me, be with Me where | am, so that they
may see My glory which You have given Me,
for You loved Me before the foundation of the

world."
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“...are being transformed...”
* The Greek word * The Greek word

that is translated translated “are
“beholding as in a being transformed”
mirror” is a present is a present passive
tense verb, that verb, that conveys
conveys an ongoing an ongoing action
action on our part — which is the Holy
the action is ours Spirit’s work upon

as believers. each one of us.
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[image: image17.png]Position, process & completion
in Romans 8:28, 29

And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew,

He also predestined to become conformed

to the image of His Son...

The present process in Romans 12:2

And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind
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“...into the same image...”

* The words “into the + Does it mean that
same image” refers we will all end up
to the image of the looking like 30 year
Lord Jesus Christ, old first century
similar to the words Jewish carpenters
in Romans 8:29. from Nazareth?
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God is working on ‘changing your image’!

* In New Testament
times the Greek
word which is
translated ‘image’,
referred to a
representation
of something or
someone in some
respect, but not to
an exact likeness.

* The word ‘image’

in the context of 2
Corinthians 3:18 &
Romans 8:29 refers
to being changed
into Christ’s spiritual
character, not His
earthly appearance
at His 1st coming,
nor into a deity.
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“...from glory + “For we are a
to glory...” fragrance of Christ

to God among
those who are being
saved and among
those who are
perishing; 16 to the

+ ‘from glory to glory”
is Paul’'s expression
of increasing, from
one level to another.

* Just a chapter one an aroma from
earlier, Paul wrote death to death, to
in 2 Corinthians the other an aroma

2:15-16, from life to life...”
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“...just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

* The growing glory — + ...ministries of the

from glory to glory —
is not the result of
our trying really
hard to be glorious
or to be worthy of
Christ’s glory.

It is a process
resulting from...

Holy Spirit, bringing
the word of God to
us, bringing us to
the word of God,

& bringing about
the transforming
process in each
one of us.
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But all of us who are in Christ, with a face
that is not veiled by the Law, having died in
relationship to the Law and living by God’s
amazing grace, are right now continuing to
behold as we read and hear the written word
of God, seeing as one who looks into a mirror,
the glory — the radiant essence of who Christ
is — the glory that comes from Christ Himself,
and we are in fact in the very the process of
being changed and transformed into the same
spiritual character, growing from one level

of Christ’s glory to the next, and every part

of this beholding and transformation is from
the God-given ministries of the Holy Spirit.
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