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A principle-packed passage

» Thisshortpassage + God leading

is just packed with us in triumph
powerful principles  « gSpjritual aroma
that are important & fragrance
forustounderstand: | 5 saved &

+ Open doors the perishing

* Rest for our spirits ~ « Adequacy & motives

» Thanks to God for ministry

The vantage point for ministry
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Open doors

» The New Testament + About open doors:
has more than three « The Lord is the One
dozen references to  who places them

a door or doors, & (Revelation 3:8).
those verses are « Pray for them

often pivotal. (Colossians 4:3).

* In this case the « Walk through them,

open door is an or even past them
opportunity forthe ¢ corinthians 16:8;

gospel of Christ. 2 Corinthians 2:12).
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Devote yourselves to prayer,
keeping alert in it
with an attitude of thanksgiving; 3
praying at the same time for us as well,
that God will open up to us
a door for the word,
so that we may speak forth
the mystery of Christ,
for which | have also been imprisoned; 4
that | may make it clear
in the way | ought to speak.

See also Ephesians 6:18-20.
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What?! Paul isn’t resting?!

* \We as believers * God may guide us
most certainly ought  past an opportunity,
to rest in the Lord — perhaps even by
on who He is & on means of those
what He has done circumstances that
& will do in & He allows, to show
through us. us that He intends

« Butthere are times 10 use other people
& circumstances & other means to

when God guides... accomplish His will.
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Thank God!

» People will say » The thanks that
these words at a God desires of
time when a huge us are those that
disaster is averted, recognize who He
or when some big is, what He has
trauma is past, but done, what He is
suchthanksareonly  doing, & what He
for circumstances. will do in the future...

...&thanking Him for the disaster & the traumal!
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Thankfulness from the heart
is our response to God’s grace

* Thankfulness from  « Thankfulness in our
the heart springs hearts comes from
from our realization a recognition of our
of the immensity of Lord’s attributes &
God’s most amazing accomplishments,

grace. His presence & His
« Itisn't just what promises, in grace.

we are to say in » Thankfulness is to

the ‘right formula’ motivate us in all

for our prayers. that we say & do.
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A Triumph?
* In verses 14-16 * In order for a
Paul is using the military leader to
Roman military conduct a Roman
triumph ‘parade’ military triumph
as a word picture ‘parade’ a number
of Christ’s triumph of requirements

in the spiritual realm.  had to be met.

But Paul draws upon a few of the primary
features of the ‘parade’ in his ‘word picture’.
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A typical Roman
triumphal procession

» The typical triumph
procession was led
by the victorious
Roman military
leader, & included
the other military
leaders, musicians,
priests, & also a
line of captives.

The procession was
also accompanied
by fragrances from
flowers & incense.

It is the fragrance

from the flowers &
incense that Paul

draws upon in this
passage.
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Winners & losers

* The military victory  » The aroma of the

‘parade’ would be flowers & incense
led by the winners along the parade
& all those adding would be sweet
to the fanfare, but to the winners
would also include of the war, but it
a representative would truly be an
number of the aroma of death
war’s losers. for the losers...

since the losers were often executed afterwards.
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The same gospel message
means life to one & death to another
¢ Just as the same ¢ The difference

aroma was sweet to between how one
those who were the views the gospel

victors, but meant (an aroma of life or
death to the losers of death) depends
in the war, so the on whether one
very same gospel believes in Christ
will be a very sweet for salvation or
aroma to some, & turns away God’s

a stench to others. amazing grace.
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Our place is to convey
the gospel of grace

» Our place is to * God is the One who
convey the gospel works in the heart of
of grace as God’s the one who hears
word gives it, as or reads the gospel.

God opens doors & « \\e are not held
enables, empowers responsible for the

& energizes us to resulting belief or
do so, motivated unbelief of those
to do so by grace. receiving the gospel.

Christ is still the victor, regardless.
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The foremost issue: adequacy

» Adequacy for life is  + Paul asks that very
a foremost issue for question at the end
us human beings, & of verse 16.

our adequacy for + He will answer the
the ministries that question in chapter
the Lord has called 3, verses 5 & 6, with
us to is likewise a God as the source
critical question. of our adequacy.

Confidence: Do we have it, & where is it based?
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...And who is adequate for these things?

2 Corinthians 3:5, 6

Not that we are adequate in ourselves to
consider anything as coming from ourselves,
but our adequacy is from God, 6 who also
made us adequate as servants of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit;
for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

See also 2 Timothy 3:16,17.



[image: image14.png]2 Corinthians 2:17

Our motive for ministry: not this

* In New Testament ¢ Paul uses that term

times, there were when he says that
peddlers who would he is not like those
go about selling many peddlers, who
goods that were in served up deceit &

some way deficient corruption with

or defective, or who every sale.

would use false « Paul was not like
weights for goods. the false teachers.
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Our motive for ministry: but this

» Unlike the peddlers + His ministry was

of Paul’s day, his also seen as being
motive was sincere carried out with God
as to character & viewing his every
from God as to its thought & move,
ultimate source. unlike the peddiers.

“But one whom you forgive anything, | forgive
also; for indeed what | have forgiven, if | have
forgiven anything, | did it for your sakes in the
presence of Christ...” 2 Corinthians 2:10
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We speak from our eternal position

e Paul wrote, “...we ¢ But Paul said & did
speak in Christ...” everything from the
« The peddlers said &  Viewpoint, “'m in
did everything from  Christ, Who most
the viewpoint, “I'm graciously blessed
for me, to bless me, ~ Me, even though it
even though it costs ~ cost Him to do it”.
them to do it”. » Paul spoke from
that place in Christ.
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