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Risking sorrow because of love

* The church at » Though Paul could
Corinth had a have come to the
boatload of real church eitherin
big spiritual & person or in writing,
relationship & & simply ordered
moral problems. them to do or not

* And since the do this or that, he
leadership wasn’t instead urged &
addressing them, pleaded with

Paul had to. them in love.
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Love can be ‘pricy’

» Love can indeed » But such pricy love
be very ‘costly’. can have its reward

« It might even call for ~ after all:
us to be vulnerable < “...Jesus, the author

& to pay a price on and perfecter of the
behalf of the one faith, who for the
we love. joy set before Him
« Christ loved & gave en”dured the cross,
His life for all of us ..." Hebrews 12:2.

(Galatians 2:20).



[image: image3.png]John 3:16
“For God so loved the world, that He gave...”

Galatians 2:20

“...the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.”

Ephesians 5:2

“...Christ also loved you and gave Himself
up forus...”

Ephesians 5:25

“...Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her...”
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From the heart

» Paul’s heart forthe + Though he had
believers at Corinth been correcting
was that they would their many errors
have joy in the Lord as graciously as

& that he would be possible, he also
working alongside carried a concern
them with joy & that he not bring

for their joy. them sorrow.

Paul had a special love for these believers!
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Determined about relationships

« When Paul makes « What we see in

a determination, Paul’s letters is
it is most pivotal: that when Paul

« “For | determined makes & declares
to know nothing a determination in
among you except a re'ationShip, it is
Jesus Christ, and a determination for
Him crucified.” the best for the one

1 Corinthians 2:2 or ones involved.
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What's driving this guy?

» Verse 4 expresses < “For | am jealous
some really intense for you with a godly

emotions: jealousy; for |
+ Affliction, anguish, betrothed you to
tears, sorrow, love. one husband, so
« Later in this letter that to Christ |
Paul will reveal his might present you
perspective on the as a pure virgin.”

believers in Corinth. 2 Corinthians 11:2

He was a ‘spiritual father’ with a solemn duty.



[image: image7.png]2 Corinthians 2:5-11

The body of Christ & one member

* In verses 5-11 Paul -+ It is possible that
deals with the issue this man is the
between the body of  same one whom
Christ & one man Paul wrote about
who had erred to in 1 Corinthians
the degree that he chapter 5, but we
had to be disciplined  cannot be certain.

in some way by « But at this point the

the church body need was to forgive
at Corinth. & accept him.
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The goal of church discipline
is to restore the believer to a walk

* Whether a believer
has stepped off the
path of fellowship
briefly or has even
persisted in his sin
for some time, the
end goal of church
discipline is to be
able to restore the
believer to a walk.

¢ That walk is to be in

fellowship with the
Lord & in fellowship
with other believers.

The errors of the
extremes are to be
avoided: neglecting
the problem or total
fiery condemnation -
restoring is the goal.
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.
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Forgive, comfort & reaffirm your love

» “Be kind to one * Believers in Christ
another, tender- are all in a perfect
hearted, forgiving position to forgive.
each other, justas .+ Andthe comfort
God in Christ also Paul calls foris a
has forgiven you.” coming alongside —
Ephesians 4:32 not a standing over.

Paul told them to reaffirm their love for this
brother: affirm the love that is there already.



[image: image12.png]2 Corinthians 2:5-11

“...in the presence of Christ”

» Paul was prone to » This understanding
underscore Christ’s also fits with the
presence among us teachings in God’s
as believers & also word that speak of
us before the Lord: our being !n Christ,

+ 1 Timothy 5:21 & His being in us, &
6:13; 2 Timothy 4:1.  of Christ being with

« This provides us us, wherever we go.

with a perspective ~ * Christ is not far, far
of the significance away, but close, &
of each of our lives. ~ Present among us.
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“..tothetest...”

» Paul used a word » God does not just
often used of trials put us through trials
that God purposely as a sort of divine
places in our paths. experiment, where

« The word refers God just wants to
to a testing that is see what happens.
done with a view * In this case Paul
to our approval had directed them
by God. regarding this man.

He expected that they would be ‘approved’.
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Christ has the victory - period

« Since Christ auto- < But we need not

matically has the hand the advantage
victory — He has in the battle over to
already won the Satan, since Christ
war - Satan can has already won the
only win a battle if war, & we are not
we ‘hand it to him’. ignorant of Satan.

The ground on which we contend with Satan
is already won by Christ. Our strategy is just
to stand our ground, using Christ’'s weapons.




[image: image15.png]Victory is through Christ
1 Corinthians 15:56-57

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin
is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The victory is from believing, not seeing
1 John 5:4-5

For whatever is born of God overcomes the
world; and this is the victory that has overcome
the world--our faith. 5 Who is the one who
overcomes the world, but he who believes

that Jesus is the Son of God?
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