[image: image1.png]1 & 2 Corinthians

Mutual doubts

» The Corinthian » And though Paul
believers certainly loved them dearly,
had some serious & had invested his
problems among heart & life in them,
themselves, & also he was having to
with Paul — they continue to define
had some who what it meant to be
still questioned the Lord’s apostle,
his apostleship & to urge them to

& his integrity. be more discerning.
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It's come to this: integrity

» Paul will be telling » As God is not a God

them that just as of mixed messages,
God is faithful & neither are Paul &
consistent, so also his fellow teachers
he &those with him saying one thing but
are & have been doing something

faithful & consistent. quite different.

Since Paul didn’t do exactly what he had
hoped to do (1 Corinthians 4:19; 16:5)
some thought he was lacking integrity.
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Confidence leads to trust

e Paul uses aword in + While Paul has his

2 Corinthians that concerns & doubts
means confidence about the believers
or exulting (KJV: in Corinth & they in
boasting, glorying him, he seeks to

or rejoicing) & also establish a basis for
another word for mutual assurance &
confidence & trust. spiritual confidence.

Trust is important, both individually & among
ourselves. The question is, ‘What's the basis’?
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For our proud confidence+ is this:

the testimony of our conscience,
that in holiness and godly sincerity,
not in fleshly wisdom
but in the grace of God,

we have conducted ourselves
in the world, and
especially toward you.

Our confidence & therefore our trust, among

ourselves & in this world, starts with a clear
conscience based on God’s own character.
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For we write nothing else to you

than what you read and understand,
and | hope you will understand
until the end; 14

just as you also partially did understand us,

that we are your reason to be proud
as you also are ours,

in the day of our Lord Jesus.

Biblical understanding is the basis of our
confidence &trust, being hopeful forthe day

when we see Christ our Savior face to face.
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Paul sincerely had the best of intents

» Paul had hoped » But as things
to bless them & for worked out, he
them to bless him, made it to Corinth
with a direct visit by way of Troas,
to see them soon. delaying his arrival.

Paul’s plans were godly, & not fleshly, & the
change of plans from what he originally
intended did not signal that his spiritual

teachings were also unreliable & uncertain.
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As God is faithful,
so Paul taught — faithfully!
« This set of verses « God’s faithfulness

convey some basic means that He is
truths about God & unchanging & is

also about who we consistent within
are in Christ. Himself, & He is

* “God is faithful”, in also unchanging
1 Corinthians 1:9 & consistent in

& 10:13, & also in what He says He
2 Corinthians 1:18. will do in our lives.
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He who establishes us in Christ is God

¢ Paul wrote here the < In both cases it is

same truth that he a present tense:
also wrote back in « God is the One who
1 Corinthians 1:30: is now keeping usin
* God Himself is the Christ Jesus — not
one who places us our works, nor our
into Christ, & all we feelings, or anything
ever did is believe. else —only Him!

Who we are depends on Him alone — not us!
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Being ‘anointed’ is a truth of position

+ |t is popular in some + But the books of the

charismatic circles New Testament do
to use the word not ‘talk’ about our
‘anointed’ to say being anointed in a
that a song or a ‘comes & goes’ kind
sermon made you of way.

feel blessed or to « \We are anointed as
feel spiritual: the the Holy Spirit dwells
anointed feeling in us (Acts 10:38) &

comes & goes. that's permanent.
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Being ‘sealed’ is a truth of position

» Being sealed » So our being sealed
in biblical times by the Holy Spirit
meant protection provides all those
from modification, things for us as
disclosure & believers, until the
judgment, & day we see Christ
authorization, face to face:
certification of . Nothmg will ‘mess’
contents & with who God has

ownership. made us to be!
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* Protection from * Protection from
tampering (Matthew disclosure (Isaiah
27:66 [see Daniel 29:11; Revelation
6:18]; Romans 15:28; 10:4; see also
Revelation 20:3) Daniel 12:4, 9;

Revelation 22:10)

* Protection from
judgment (Ezekiel
9:4: Revelation
7:2-8; 9:4)

Seal of Shema, servant of
Jeroboam Il (2 Kings 14:15)



[image: image12.png]Seals in Scripture:

* Authorization
(Genesis 41:42; 1
Kings 21:8;
Nehemiah 9:38;
Esther 3:10,12; 8:2,
8, 10; Jeremiah
22:24: 32:10, 14;
10:1; Daniel 6:17;
Haggai 2:23)

Seal of Hezekiah, King
of Judah (2 Kings 16:20) »

* Certification of
contents (as were
used on the eye
salve containers
indirectly referenced
in Revelation 3:18)




[image: image13.png]Seals in Scripture:

» Ownership or » Authentication
possession (Song (Romans 4:11;
of Solomon 8:6; John 3:33; 6:27;
Ephesians 1:13,14) 1 Corinthians 9:2;

. 2 Corinthians 3:1-3;
2 Timothy 2:19)

Seal impression (bulla) of Ahaz,
son of Jotham (2 Kings 16:1) A

Seal of Jezebel (1 Kings 16:31) P
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The Holy Spirit is the guarantee
* God has left the » Christ had promised

Holy Spirit in us, the Holy Spirit’s

to minister to & presence (see John
through us in 14:26; 15:26;

every way God 16:6,13,14 & Acts
has said. 1:4,5,8)...

And the continuing presence of the Holy Spirit
means not only the ongoing & unbroken
ministries of the Holy Spirit in our lives, but
the guarantee of all God has promised us.
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In the courtroom & in Paul's heart

» Paul calls God » He changed his plan
Himself to testify & came to see them
that Paul did not later, since he came
come directly to to see it as the best
Corinth, but would for them —those
come a little later. saints in Corinth.

The intent of His heart was not to control them
or micromanage every thought & movement,
but to work, in God’s way & God’s timing,
for their spiritual benefit & joy in the Lord.
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