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Paul’'s 1st Missionary Journey.....?
(Acts 13-14; 46-48 AD)

Paul’s 2" Missionary Journey
(Acts 15:39-18:22; 49-52 AD )

Paul’s 3 Missionary Journey.........?
(Acts 18:23-21:16; 53-57 AD )
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Paul wrote 15 & 2 Corinthians | |
while on his 3" missionary journey | :

Paul’s 3 Missionary Journey.........?
(Acts 18:23-21:16; 53-57 AD )



[image: image3.png]2 Corinthians is Paul’s 4th |etter to them

» Paul had left some  » Some of the major

indications in the themes in Paul’'s 2
two letters that we Corinthians letter
have that this letter include:

is actually his 4 « Suffering & comfort

letter to them.

« As we will see,
some things had
progressed since he ° Law & grace
wrote 1 Corinthians. < Godly giving

» Growing in Christ
» God’s adequacy



[image: image4.png]But beyond that...

» Paul had a special
assignment as an
apostle: the apostle
to the Gentile lands

(Acts 9:15; Romans

15:15,16; Galatians
2:7-9; Ephesians
3:8)

» Paul conveyed
some teachings
not disclosed by
the other apostles:

Believers have the
‘adoption of sons’

The body of Christ

Believers are sealed
by the Holy Spirit
Believers have all
been identified &
united with Christ
Listing & explaining
the spiritual gifts
Jews & Gentiles

are both “in Christ”
& dead to the Law



[image: image5.png]2 Corinthians 1:1 * Received his gift &

The necessary office by a sovereign
ualifications decision of God:
gf an apostle 1 & 2 Corinthians
P 1:1; Ephesians 1:1
» Had success in » Had to have been
evangelism: 1 an eyewitness of the
Corinthians 9:2; resurrected Jesus
2 Corinthians 3:1-3; Christ: Acts 1:22;
Galatians 2:7-9 1 Corinthians 9:1
» Had the capacity » Endowed with power
to suffer patiently — to perform signs,
to persevere in trial: wonders & miracles:

2 Corinthians 12:12 2 Corinthians 12:12



[image: image6.png]Timothy co-authored six letters with Paul:
2 Corinthians 1:1
Philippians 1:1
Colossians 1:1
1 Thessalonians 1:1
2 Thessalonians 1:1
Philemon 1:1

See also Romans 16:21 (“Timothy sends
greetings...”).

Of all Paul’s letters to churches, only Galatians
& Ephesians do not mention Timothy directly,
yet Timothy was from Galatia (Acts 16:1) &
Paul sent Timothy to Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3).



[image: image7.png]Timothy’s “Resume” (1 of 3)

From Lystra, a Roman colony (Acts 16:1-3).
Greek father, Jewish mother (Acts 16:1-3).

Well regarded by believers in Lystra &
Iconium (Acts 16:1-3).

Taught the Old Testament by his Jewish
mother Eunice & grandmother Lois (2 Timothy
1:15).

Likely in his late teens to early twenties when

he went with Paul on his 29 missionary
journey (from 1 Timothy 4:12).
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» Paul circumcised Timothy before they
continued on Paul’s 2nd missionary journey
(Acts 16:3).

¢ Familiar with Jewish, Greek & Roman culture.

» Traveled with Paul on most of Paul’'s 2™
missionary journey (Acts 16:1-18:22).

» Also traveled with Paul on most of Paul's 3@
missionary journey (Acts 18:23-21:16).
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» Sent to or left at Corinth (1 Corinthians 4:17),
at Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3, 4), to Thessalonika
(1 Thessalonians 3:2), to Macedonia (Acts
19:22) & likely to Philippi (Philippians 2:19).

+ At least 2 letters from Paul were directed to

Timothy, the 29 being the last known letter
from Paul.

» Spent at least some time in prison himself,
possibly after Paul’s martyrdom (Hebrews
13:23).



[image: image11.png]2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Let’'s talk about the word ‘comfort’

* The Greek word
that is translated as
‘comfort’ in many of
our Bibles has the
root meaning of
‘call alongside’.

« The word’s context
determines whether
it means to comfort,
encourage, urge...

Keep in mind that
the root idea of

the Greek word

is ‘come alongside
another to minister
to another believer'.

This word then gets
translated according
to the end result of
coming alongside.
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True ‘biblical counseling’

» Biblical counseling
is not all about
degrees & fees,

& appointments
& offices & all.

» Biblical counseling
is about a believer
coming alongside
another to minister
‘the word’ in love.

* It may involve our

comforting or urging
encouraging or
admonishing or
exhorting or any
other ministry of
coming alongside
another believer.

It is alongside, &
not standing over.
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Affliction & sufferings (1 of 2)

» Along with those
words translated
‘comfort’, Paul has
interspersed the
words affliction
& sufferings (or
related words)
throughout the
passage as well,
& not by accident.

Central to these key
words is the phrase
‘sufferings of Christ’.

By the sufferings
of Christ we were
saved, in them we
were identified, &
we now share in
them, & we also
complete them.
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Affliction & sufferings (2 of 2)

» These sufferings &
afflictions are also
something that we
share together as

believers in Christ.

These sufferings &
afflictions are also
part of the believer’s
qualification for then
‘coming alongside’.

» Soratherthan being

something we just
try to avoid & get
past as quickly as
possible, affliction &
sufferings are basic
to who we all are in
Christ, His will in &
through us, & being
conformed to Him.
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So what is your ‘suffering capacity’?

» Paul expressed that + Why would God
he, & even others, allow such great
had suffered greatly suffering?

& even beyond their . «gq that we would
human capacity, & not trust in our-
even to the point selves, but in God”.
where it appeared |, 1sting God isn't

that _deatth was just desirable, it's
!(rr'?mm_e_nt, In just exactly what
€ ministry. God has in mind.
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There’s more to delivery
than UPS, USPS & FedEx

* Deliverance can * In each case the
take place from prayers of the saints
the circumstances, are to join the
through those prayers of those
circumstances, who are in those
or from this earth circumstances,
so as to end all for whatever kind
of the earthly of deliverance

circumstances. God has in mind.
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