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Giving, planning,
final greetings & pleadings
* Verses 1-4 convey + Verses 13-24

a key part of the include the final
New Testament greetings from the
teaching on giving churches & people,
among believers in along with urging &
the body of Christ. exhorting the saints
. Verses 5-12 tell in Corinth in various
about plans for ways; some of Paul’s
Paul, Timothy urging & exhorting is

& Apollos. in brief statements.
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Dense truth on giving -
for believers who aren’t [dense] ©

» Paul packed a great + The collection is
deal of truth for the “for the saints” —
body of Christ into part of building up
the first four verses the body of Christ.
of 1 Corinthians 16. .« |t s for benefiting

» The principles other believers, but
of financial giving not just keeping a
among us, that Paul program in motion
tells them, include: or ‘lining pockets’.
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* Paul’s directions
were not just some
private deal with the
Corinthian church,
but the instructions
were given here
both objectively

& openly, with a
uniformity from
one church to

the next church:
“as | directed the

churches of Galatia”.

» That helps us have

assurance that what
he says applies to
us as well (Paul
also wrote about
“all the churches”
in: Romans 16:4, 16;
1 Corinthians 7:17;
14:33; 2 Corinthians
8:18; 11.28); he was
conveying that what
he wrote about was
consistent among all.



[image: image4.png]» Paul has them set * Next Paul says

aside funds the first “each one of you”:
day of each week.  + This principle does
We would call that not apply only to

Sunday (later called some, but to all.
the Lord's day’). . pay) had to say it

* Thatimplies a this way among the
regularity & a Gentile churches,
consistency in since they often
accumulation of saw themselves
funds for giving. as a ‘special case’.

“...each individual among you also is to love

his own wife even as himself...” Ephesians 5:33
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* He says that they
are to “put aside”,
so they are to take
the initiative to see
to it that they do so
personally.

* Importantly, Paul’'s
next phrase is
“‘whatever he may
be prospered in”.

» This has a strong
implication of...

+ ...accumulating

for giving not on
presumption of
some future
income, but in
keeping with real,
actual income.
Collection for the
needs of the saints
is not to be panicky,
rushed, or at the
last minute.
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proportionality of
the giving of the gift,
but not a specific
“holy percentage”
such as the tithe
that was required
of Israel (10%),
which was not,

in fact, all that the
Jews were to give.
The giving in Israel
was closer to 30%.

+» Finally, Paul wanted

to see that the gifts
from the Corinthian
saints were then
escorted with
adequate security,
since theft along the
road was common.

Paul’s point, then,
applicable to us, is
that the gift should
get where it’s truly
needed & helpful.
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It's called ‘stewardship’

+ All of the principles  + Believers are to

above apply to our be discerning about

giving in the body where their funds

of Christ. are given & howthe
« And the last part funds are used to

- seeing that the build up the body

funds reach their of Christ.

intended goal & » Not every ‘ministry’ &

are put to use — everyone who asks

is very important. for money is valid.
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Open doors, & many adversaries

* In verses 5-9 Paul » Paul was writing

tells of his hope to from & staying in
come to them & Ephesus, where it
stay for awnhile. was clear that he
* \While there are did in fact have an
uncertainties, he effective ministry
wants to stay with (Acts 20:31), even
them |ong enough thOUgh there were

to have an effective ~ adversaries there
ministry with them. in great number.
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If Timothy comes...

¢ Paul wrote with an « “see that+ he is with

‘if that said that you without cause

Timothy would to be afraid...”, “So

probably come (1 let+ no one despise

Corinthians 4:17). him. But send+ him
« But the warnings on his way in

about how to treat peace.

Timothy are pretty ¢ + These are all
curious & unique: imperatives: “must”.
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Apollos will come when the time is right

» Paul had previously + The need did not

encouraged the dictate Apollos
teacher Apollos coming, though
to go to meet the the need was real.
needs of the saints  « \What God wants us
in Corinth. to commit time to &
* But Apollos would where He wants us
come when the to spend our time
time was good are things that we’'d

— opportune. best weigh carefully.
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Be alert, stand firm,
be courageous & be strong

» Being alert is being + To ‘act like men’ is
aware, prepared & not to be theatrical,
ready to act - seeing but for us to have
both the dangers & a godly courage.

the Opportunltles. e To be strong is to

» Standing firm is to have God’s strength
stand in the faith — in this situation —
that set of biblical His adequacy for the
truths as taught circumstances now

by the apostles. & what lies ahead.
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All that you do must be done in love

» Paul had given » Paul says that all
them some Holy that they do among
Spirit inspired themselves & with
definitions on love others must be
in 1 Corinthians 13: done in love:

« What love is & isn't + God’s love as to
as well as what love its source, & as
does & doesn’t do. to its character.

Paul did not write this as suggestion or option.
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Now | urge you, brethren (you know the
household of Stephanas, that they were the
first fruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted
themselves for ministry to the saints), 16 that
you also be in subjection to such men and to
everyone who helps in the work and labors.
17 | rejoice over the coming of Stephanas and
Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have
supplied what was lacking on your part. 18
For they have refreshed my spirit and yours.
Therefore acknowledge such men.
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Greetings from:

* Greetings fromthe + Greet one another

churches in Asia, with a holy kiss -

+ Aquila & Priscilla, but keep it holy!

« The church that + After believers greet
meets in their one another, they
house, never say goodbye

« All the brethren. for the last time.

All relationships between believers are forever.
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Paul would often dictate a letter

» Though Paul would + Maranatha: Aramaic
often dictate a letter for ‘O Lord, come!’,
he would also write our blessed hope
briefly near the end. (see Titus 2:13).

» Loving the Lord or  + Paul expressed the
being accursed may  grace of the Lord &
sound pretty intense  his love to them, a
but those who love love which has the
the Lord are already  Lord as its source.
blessed 100%! « Amen: so be it!
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