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The grand finale of 1 Corinthians 15:
the resurrection & rapture chapter

» As Christ was » So this last passage
physically raised in 1 Corinthians 15
from the dead, tells us about what
so also we will be has now come to
physically raised be known as “the
from the dead — rapture”, when our
except if we are Lord shall come for
alive in these all of us in the body
present bodies of Christ, both the

when He appears. dead & the living.
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But we do not want you to be uninformed,
brethren, about those who are asleep, so that
you will not grieve as do the rest who have no
hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so God will bring with Him
those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that
we who are alive and remain until the coming
of the Lord, will not precede those who have
fallen asleep.
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16 For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we
who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another
with these words.
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Now | say this, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51

Behold, | tell you a mystery;

we will not all sleep, but
we will all be changed, 52

in a moment [Gk: afomos],
in a twinkling of an eye,
at thelast trumpet;
for [the last] trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised imperishable, and

we will  [all] be changed. 53 For
this perishable must put on the imperishable, and
this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when
this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and
this mortal will have put on immortality,
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Flesh & blood, a perishable body

» Paul used flesh * And he referred to
& blood to refer to the present body as
those living in this perishable, which
present body (like points to the quite
Matthew 16:17; relentless pull of
Galatians 1:16; death on this body.
Ephesians 6:12 « But this body is not
& Hebrews 2:14). of the character...

...to go where God wants to take us next.
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The kingdom of God,
the imperishable

* In order for those of + So Paul is about
us in the church, the  to reveal something
body of Christ, to be to the believers in

able to take our Corinth & to us, a
place in the coming mystery, which was
Millennial kingdom something that was
(the kingdom of not revealed before,
God) we are going but that he revealed
to need new bodies in this very letter

fit for that time. (Colossians 1:26).
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“‘Behold, | tell you a mystery... ©

» Paul revealed that + Those who sleep
in that change from are the dead in

these perishable Christ, & there will
kinds of bodies to also be those who
the imperishable are alive when He
kinds of bodies that appears to take his
we will be given, church to be with
there will be those Him, so that both
who have died in will have the ‘new

Christ (who ‘sleep’). in kind’ bodies.
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We... all...
¢ Paul wrote this in * There are those
such a way that who say that the
those taken alive Bible teaches that

when Christ comes only those who are
could have included faithful & looking for
him, as well as the Christ’s coming will
saints in Corinth. be raptured, but Paul

« The rapture always ~ Wrote "we” & “all” to
was, & iS, imminent show that the entire
- an ‘any time’ event.  church is included.
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“Lowewill.. .. must... ... will have...”

* In these verses, the < Paul tells it with
radical change in certainty by his
character, from our repeating ‘we will’
present bodies to & “must’.

our néw ones, as * This change from

Paul had explained the present body
inthe verses before,  type to the new

are not just a nice one is an absolute

thing to hope_ f_o_r as certainty for we
a mere possibility. who believe.
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in a moment, a twinkling of an eye

* Not as a drawn out
process, but in an
instant, there will be
a call to us church
saints, dead & alive,
& we will right then
be changed from
all these present
perishable bodies

to ones ‘new in kind’.

* But rather than
simply leaving this
body here on earth
& then creating an
altogether new body
for each of us, God
intends to change
this present body
from perishable
to imperishable.
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then will come about the saying that is written,
“The death is swallowed up in victory. 55
“Death, where the victory of you?
death, where the sting of you?" 56
The sting of the death: the sin, and
the power of the sin:  the law; 57 but
thanks be to the God,
who gives us  the victory
through the Lord Jesus Christ - ours. 58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, you must be:
steadfast,
immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain
in the Lord.
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Death & taxes aren’'t so sure after all!

» Paul, adapting from + In verse 55, Paul

Isaiah 26:8, says wrote, “The sting
that death will be of the death: the
‘swallowed up’in sin, and the power
victory. of the sin: the law.”.
* Death will not be * The death, the sin
certain - it will be nature & the law
ended - & so will are interconnected:

the sting of death! « Romans 3:20; 4:15:
5:12; 6:23; 7:8-13.
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Paul adapted Isaiah 25:8
which prophesies victory over death

He will swallow up death for all time, and the
Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces,
and He will remove the reproach of His people
from all the earth; for the Lord has spoken.

“Shall | redeem them from death?
O Death, where are your thorns?
O Sheol, where is your sting?”

- from Hosea 13:14
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Thanks be to the God!

» As Paul said * The fulfillment
repeatedly to the of what God had
saints in Rome & prophesied through
in Corinth, thanks Isaiah was graciously
be to God. accomplished by

« God has fulfilled the resurrection of
what He had Isaiah ~ Jéesus Christ, the
write (in 26:8). ultimate victor.

Paul wrote “the God”, the God of Scripture.
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The future Rapture is to
motivate character & action now

» Paul makes note * |t is because just as

that our anticipation our being given new
of the Lord’'s coming  bodies will be all by

for us & our bodies grace, so we are to
being changed into be grace-motivated
new in kind bodies even now, thankful
is to motivate our for what the Lord
character & our has done & is doing,
actions now. until we see Him.

“...until He comes.” 1 Corinthians 11:26
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