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The two questions

» This passage asks + Verses 36-38

& answers just two tell us that a body,
critical questions: to be resurrected,

« "How are the must first be sown.
dead raised?" * Verses 39-41 use

« "And with what analogies to say that
kind of body do there are distinct
they come?" kinds of bodies.

Verses 42-49 contrast the natural, earthly Adam
body with the spiritual, heavenly Christ body.
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So what is Paul saying?

* In this passage Paul < In this passage he
makes clear that he is also saying that
wants us to have an resurrection is not

understanding that just a return to a life
death is not an end that is very much
but rather a sowing like this one that we
to begin a new life. now live on earth.

Reincarnation & the afterlife of Egyptian & some
other ancient religions are a return to a life like
the present one, with a body like the present one.
Paul says that understanding is quite mistaken!
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Another fantasy: Keep this body going

» Though proper diet, + There have even
exercise, & training been some groups

are of some value who call themselves
(1 Timothy 4:8), this ‘Christian’ who have
body will not keep said that if someone

on going, no matter is a true believer in
what we do or don’t Christ the present
do —it's terminal! body will never die!

This present body just won’t last forever.
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The two questions: more insight

* Paul asks the * And the answers to
two questions in these two questions
a rhetorical sense. sets biblical belief

+ But Paul’s reason apart from many
for writing the two ancient & modermn
questions were misunderstandings
because he knew & false teachings
that the believers that had crept into
in Corinth needed the church then,

the answers. as it does now.
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We must get this one right

» Paul says, as an ¢ Death is not the
initial response end, & we’re not
to the questions, going to avoid the
“You fool!”. issue by pretending

+ While this might to keep this body.
seem to be an * But ‘resurrection
overreaction, it alternatives’ are
points out how going to be just
critical it is to aswrong —we all

get this right! need true hope!
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Our bodies aren’t buried, they’re sown

» Burying a body or » What happens to
any other treatment these earthly bodies
of one’s earthly tent is not the end of the
is not the believer's story, & no place on
‘final resting place’. earth will be ‘home’.

A believer's body is sown like a seed
for the next life, to sprout a new life.
And that giving of a new body like
Christ’s resurrection body is God’s doing.
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Analogies: flesh & heavenly bodies

¢ Paul differentiates + Similarly, Paul

between human moves to several
flesh & that of the categories of the
various kinds of astronomical bodies
animals. to show that there

« These are all used are distinctions in
as ana|ogies to say each of these kinds
that there exists in of bodies, as to their
the natural world scale & constitution,

distinctions of kind. as analogies.
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So also is the resurrection of the dead.

It is sown a perishable body,
it is raised an imperishable body; 43
it is sown in dishonor,
it is raised in glory;
it is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power; 44
it is sown a natural body,
it is raised a spiritual body.

If there is a natural body,
there is also a spiritual body.
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Contrasts between
the present body & the future body

* Verses 42-49 are * In each variation in

in a poetic form, in that contrast, Paul
each case to show is seeking to bring
a contrast between them into a greater
the present kind of understanding of

the believer's body the nature of this
& the future kind of present Adam body
the believer’s body. & the Christ body.

The physical, earthly body is sown &
the spiritual, heavenly body is raised.
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Two very different kinds of bodies
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So also it is written,

"The first man, Adam, became a living soul.”
The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46

However, the spiritual is not first,

but the natural;
then the spiritual. 47
The first man is from the earth, earthy;
the second man is from heaven. 48
As is the earthy, so also
are those who are earthy; and
as is the heavenly, so also
are those who are heavenly. 49
Just as we have borne the image of the earthy,
we will also bear the image of the heavenly.
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The first man was Adam
& the last Adam is Christ

¢ The first man, who ¢ The last kind of man

was the Adam of is Christ, who was
Genesis 1-3, the the first one of a
first one of a kind kind of man who

of man who would will experience both
experience both physical & spiritual
physical & also resurrection life -

a spiritual death. & conquer death!

The first man, Adam & the last Adam,
who is Christ, are each the first of a kind.
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Our hope doesn’t just float’

« We who believe « We have a certain,
are, by God’s doing, fixed, absolute &
placed into Christ & total hope in Christ,
have been baptized from the inside out.

(immersed) into Him « Oyr ultimate hope
so as to be eternally is in Christ in every
changed — even our single aspect: 1)

spiritual history is spiritual, 2) soulish,
changed for good. 3) & physical.

Let’s look to Him, in hope, for all things.
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