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Christ, the first fruits - twice

» This passage tells * Verses 23-28 also
about Christ the speak of Christ as
first fruits — twice: the first fruits, then

« Verses 20-22 speak ~ proceed with a
of Christ as the first series of then &
fruits, then contrasts ~ When statements
death from Adam’s about what has
sin with being made ~ happened & is
alivein Christ-twice. ~ going to happen.
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So what does “the first fruits” mean?

* In the culture of * The harvest had
the people of Israel, three stages, in a
as given inthe Law  general sequence:
of Moses, was a * First Fruits —
series of seven the very first things
feasts that were of the spring harvest.
grouped with either « Main Harvest —
the earlier harvest, most of the crops.
then Pentecost, + Gleanings —

then the fall harvest.  provide for the poor.
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Israel’s Harvest of First Fruits

* Exodus 23:16, 19; 34:22, 26 | “First fruits” is
* Leviticus 2:12; 23:10, 17, 20 | usedinPsalm
* Numbers 18:12; 28:26 105:36 as a

 Deuteronomy 18:4; 26:1-19 | figurative term

In the New | * Romans 8:23

Testament |+ 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23; 16:15
“first fruits” | « James 1:18

isfigurative: | + Revelation 14:4
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The Main Harvest, then the Gleaning

Leviticus 19:9-10

"Now when you reap the harvest of your land,
you shall not reap to the very corners of your
field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of
your harvest. 10 "Nor shall you glean your
vineyard, nor shall you gather the fallen fruit
of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the
needy and for the stranger. | am the Lord
your God. - See also Leviticus 23:22



[image: image5.png]The first fruits & the main harvest
in poetic pattern in 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23

20 But now
Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of
those who are asleep.

23 But each in his own order:
Christ
the first fruits, after that :
those who are Christ's =

at His coming...
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But now V¥ In the perfect tense

Christ has been raised from dead ones,
the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21

For since

by a man: death,
by aman alSo: - ;
resurrection of dead ones. 22 i

For as

in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive. e

|A All who are ‘in Christ’ will be made alive. |
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Feast Of Unleavened Bread To Pentecost

Passover Ist Day of
the Feast of First
Lamb :
; - Unleavened | Fruits
is Slain
Bread
Friday Saturday Sunday

The Feast of Unleavened Bread
continued for seven days, &
50 days were counted from

Passover to the day of

Pentecost, which was the fourth

feast in the sequence of feasts in

Israel, under the Law of Moses.

Raised As The

Christ Crucified & Buried, In The Tomb &
First Fruits From Among The Dead

Christ is

Christ

Crucified | Remains in %IZE;S
& Buried the Tomb
1st Day 2nd Day 3rd Day

Christ, when He was
resurrected, appeared to more
than 500 people (1 Corinthians
15:6) over a period of 40 days,

then ascended (Acts 1:3ff), &
the church was begun when the
Holy Spirit was given on the day
of Pentecost (Acts 2:1ff).
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What is the meaning of ‘first fruits”

* ‘First fruits’ was * Passover was the
a term with meaning  day when Christ was
for both the Jews & crucified & buried,
Gentiles, but among  followed by the first
Jews, the first fruits day of Unleavened
first represented, & Bread, when Christ

consecrafed, then was in the tomb, &
anticipated & even then First Fruits, the
guaranteed the day He was raised

whole crop. from the dead.
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Timing of the resurrections:

23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
after that those who are Christ's at His coming,

Timing of the reigning:

24 then comes the end, when He hands over

the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has
abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For
He must reign until He has put all His enemies under
His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is
death. 27 For He has put all things in subjection
under His feet. But when He says, "All things are put
in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who
put all things in subjection to Him. 28 When all things
are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will
be subjected to the One who subjected all things to
Him, so that God may be all in all.
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Where is history headed?

» As the apostle Paul + In 1 Corinthians

has summarized in 15:24-28 Paul
Ephesians 1:10, all moves from the
of history on this time of his writing
present heavens to times that are
& earth is being still future in our
managed toward own day.

bringing all things  « paul's points are
together in Christ. all about authority.



[image: image15.png]Ephesians 1:9-10 Expanded & Explained

He, the Father, made known to us in the Church,
through the apostles and prophets, the
previously unrevealed mystery of His will,
according to His kind intention which He, the
Father, purposed in Christ 10 from the plan and
perspective of God’s administration of all things,
which we now know includes the Church,
toward the full completion and final stage of

the earthly times, that is, the summing up and
bringing into submission of all things in the
Christ [the Messiah!] in the Millennial Kingdom,
including all the things in the heavens and the
things on the earth — literally all of creation.
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Christ’s Death
First /Comlng\ abolished
. , & all
Coming: for the with the thinas in
church church+ . g_
subjection
You are here ¥

7 year Millennial

died , ) )
buried Tribulation Kingdom
raised + & other saints, & New

ascended angels will come with Heavens
seated Christ at His 2¥ coming & Earth
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All power does not corrupt... Christ

« We have beentold, < Giventhatmankind

truthfully, that all is plagued by the
power corrupts, & god of this world,
that is true in the the world &the sin
case of mankind. nature, it is quite
* \What this passage understandable
is telling us is that that power does
all power ultimately ~ indeed corrupt.

will be centered in ¢ But Christ cannot
Jesus Christ. be corrupted!
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What?! Baptized for the dead?!

» This verse probably + \We can bring our
wins first prize for understanding of
having the greatest this verse into focus
number of proposed  in these ways:

interpretations (200+).. pPaul did not want
* |t is evident that the believers to be
believers in Corinth baptized as a
understood justwhat  proxy for dead
Paul meant, & that people in order
the dead are raised. to save the dead.
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Some guidelines for understanding

* The baptism is most + "the dead" for whom
likely water baptism some were being

of Christians. baptized were likely
* "the ones who are believers who died.
baptized" most likely + These believers who
refers to a small died had almost
group of believers certainly already
within the church, been baptized

but not everyone. before they died.
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If the Greek text conveys ‘because of’ rather
than ‘on behalf of’, then some believers who
have been saved by faith in Christ & are then
baptized have done so because they heard
the testimony of some who have since died.

Or possibly:
If the text is understood to mean that believers
are baptized as an outward expression of their
faith in Christ, then these take the place of the

believers who have died, and continue as a
living testimony.
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Why are we doing this?

» Paul’s point in these -+ If Christ did not rise
verses is that he & & believers do not
the apostles had rise from the dead,
been & are putting then not only are
themselves atriskof  the apostles & the
death for the sake others testifying of
of the resurrection a falsehood, but
of Christ & for all they are also risking

who believe in Him. death, without hope.
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If this life is all there is, then...

» The worldview that + That is why Paul
this life is all there had to go beyond

is has a vacuous just philosophy &

morality & lifestyle hypothesis:

& motivation that « Some of those who

goes along with it: were saying, “when
» “Let us eat & drink, you're dead you'’re

fortomorrow we die.”  just dead” were...

...also sinning because of that philosophy.
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