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So what'’s this all about?

» Paul put his finger
on the basic issue
when he wrote in
verse 12, “.. .how
do some among
you say that there
is no resurrection
of the dead?”

« Some were at the

very least saying
that nobody would
be resurrected —
death was the last
& final condition of
everyone — even
believers in Christ.

They either doubted Christ’s resurrection or didn’t
understanding the basis for our own resurrection.
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Paul leads them down the logical path

» This entire passage + When Paul gets
is a series of logical done with the logic,
if & then statements the “when we die
that are designed to we're all just dead”
help them all to see view of this life ends
where the “whenwe up with the apostles
die we're all just as false witnesses
dead” view ends. & the rest just pitiful.

In fact this viewpoint on life, & on death, had
its various proponents then, as it does now.
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Now
if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead,
[then] how do some among you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? 13

But

if there is no resurrection of the dead, [then] not even Christ
has been raised; 14 and

if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your
faith also is vain. 15 Moreover we are even found to be false
withesses of God, because we testified against God that He
raised Christ, whom He did not raise,

if in fact the dead are not raised. 16

For
if the dead are not raised, [then] not even Christ has been
raised; 17 and
if Christ has not been raised, [then] your faith is worthless;
you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ have perished. 19
If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, [then] we are of all
men most to be pitied.
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“When you're dead, you're dead”

¢ The Sadducees, + Avristotle, among
among the Jews, some other Greek
believed that when sophists, likewise
you're dead, you'’re believed that there
dead — there is no was no afterlife —
resurrection, ever. nothing after death.

And in our own day there are atheists

& those of some other persuasions who
say that when you're dead, you’re dead.
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“If that is your premise,
then here is where logic takes us”

» Paul’s “If” assumed + The major premise:
the truth of their no resurrection of
premise for the sake the dead — anyone
of pursuing the logic ~ (which Paul didn’t
to its conclusion believe, of course).

—notbecause he  « The minor premise:
believed it himself — Christ died (which
he certainly did not! Paul did believe).

Conclusion: If the above is assumed, then
Christ was not raised, either, & that’s a problem!
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So you don’t believe in mountains...

» Aside from being * The preaching of
contrary to over- the apostles is not
whelming empirical only vain (of no
evidence that Christ effect), but the faith
did in fact rise from of the believers is
the dead, the major also in vain (of no
premise that He did effect) — people are
not in fact rise from saying & believing
the dead has huge useless, worthless
consequences: empty things!
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False witnesses against God

» If God did not raise  + And every one of

Christ, then the the false witnesses
apostles, & all the are Jewish, likely
many others who most of them from
testified that they the land of Israel.
saw Christ raised « They would all be
from the dead are guilty of a capital
false witnesses. offense!

It means that they all ought to die for their
false testimony - & be dead forever, real soon!
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Christ either rose... orit’'s all worthless

* Paul maintained the <« Christ’s resurrection
premise that Christ from the dead is so
died, & we assume essential to the true

Paul even means gospel, & how we
that He died for our were saved, that
sins, but if Christ lacking that one part

was not raised from of the gospel makes
the dead, then the the whole gospel
gospel ‘falls apart’. no gospel at all.
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The ‘secret’ identification truth

< An identification * In sharp contrast,
truth that seems to those who have
be often overlooked believed are made
is that unbelievers to be in Christ, &
are all positionally by faith in Christ
‘in their sins’ — that are made to have a

is an unchangeable righteousness from
fact of who they are.  God (Philippians 3:9).

If Christ was not raised from the dead, then there
is no such thing as being alive in Christ, either.
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"Therefore | said to you that you will die
in your sins; for unless you believe that
| am He, you will die in your sins."

1 Corinthians 15:17

...and if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

Being & remaining in one’s sins until death,
as an unbeliever, is a ghastly place to be.
The next verses show that getting out of being
dead in one’s sins takes place because
we who believe are made alive with Christ!
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And you were dead in your trespasses and
sins, 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because
of His great love with which He loved us, 5
even when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved),

Colossians 2:13

When you were dead in your transgressions
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made
you alive together with Him, having forgiven
us all our transgressions,
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If the grave is the utter end...

+ If everything ends at + \We who believed

the grave, then: are to be the most

+ Those believers pitied people on
in Christ who have the planet, since we
died are just really, had an empty, false,
really dead. vain, worthless

« If Christ has not EOpel‘ even a
been raised, then opeless hype:

we have hoped » That s, if the grave
for nothing. is the utter end...
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