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1 Corinthians chapter 15
is full of spiritual riches

» As we step through + The essential nature
the 15t chapter of of the resurrection.
1 Corinthians, we’'re « The identification

going to discovera  tryths about sins,

wealth of spiritual & Adam, & Christ.
riches, including: « An explanation of
* The basic gospel. what takes place
» Solid evidence for when we are taken

Christ’s resurrection.  to be with the Lord.



[image: image2.png]1 Corinthians 15:1-11

In the 1%t 11 verses, three main topics

» Paul’s first topic » His second topic is
is the gospel — the list & number of
the content of witnesses of Christ,
the gospel to after he was raised
be believed from the dead —
to be saved. more than 500!

Paul’s third topic is his own apostleship,
which he humbly marks out as genuine,
but under exceptional circumstances,
extolling God’s character, rather than his.
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Why present the gospel - again?

< As for the believers + But for us it is also
in Corinth, it seems valuable to revisit

that some aspects the gospel so that
of the gospel had we have a clearer
become less clear understanding of

to them, possibly by  why we needed to
a confusion caused be saved, how we
by false gospels, & were saved, & what
by some questioning  the true gospel is,
Christ’s resurrection.  for the unbelievers.
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“...the gospel which | preached to you...”

* What does not » SoPaulwrote verses
come across in 1 & 2 emphasizing
English is that the the ‘good news’:
words ‘gospel’ & + “the ‘good news’
‘preached’ (verses which | ‘good
1 &2) are of the newsed’ to you...
same family of 2 ...the word which
words meaning, | ‘good newsed’

“good news”. to you...”
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Now
| make known to you, brethren, the gospel
which | preached to you,
which also you received, in
which also you stand, 2 by
which also you are saved,
if you hold fast the word
which | preached to you,
unless you believed in vain.
For
| delivered to you
as of first importance what [the gospel]
| also received



[image: image6.png]The progressive poetic pattern
in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

For

| delivered to you
as of first importance what
| also received, that
Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 and that
He was buried, and that
He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures
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So what’s the gospel to be believed?

» Christ died for your + He was buried,

sins, which means which confirms that
sins are - or were - He was really, quite
a serious problem! dead, physically.

* When Christ died * He was raised on
He took the penalty the third day, & that

that | should have was the essential
paid — He died & completion of what
took the penalty had to take place

instead of me! for our salvation.
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\We take action to deliver, receive
& believe, but He does the saving

¢ Our human actions
to deliverthe gospel,
receive it & believe
it are all actions of
faith, which are not
works, & for which
there is no merit -
it is faith in what
God has done
through Christ.

The word ‘stand’ is
in the perfect tense,
a completed past
action with ongoing
results on into the
future, implying that
it is permanent.
That’s your eternal
position that you
have by faith.
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What...?lIf...? Unless...?

» Paul is not seeking + But he is wanting
to cause those who to make certain

are saved to doubt that each one does
their salvation that believe the entire
took place when content of the

they first believed. true gospel.

And the part that some of the believers
in Corinth seem to have lost sight of
is that Christ’s resurrection is essential
to the gospel & to our own resurrection.






[image: image10.jpg]The Resurrection of Christ — A Summary of the Passages

The Empty Tomb
Day Subject/Other Features Scriptures
Sunday The tomb visited by the women: Mary o
Magdalerie, Mary the mother of James, Saloine | M2tthew 28:1; Merk 16:1
| The stone rolled away, allowing Witnesses 0 | oo

| see the empty tomb
“The tomb found empty by the women. at about | Matthew 28:5-8; Mark 16:2-8;

the time of sunrise Luke 24:1-8; John 20:1

The tomb found empty by Peter & John: grave | | 4 o011 1o 10000 10

| clothes arranged consistent with resurrection

Post-Resurrection Appearances

Day Appearance To Whom & Summary Info Seriptures
Sunday Mary Magdalene: Tesus predicts his ascension | Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18
The other women; instruction to meet in Galilee | Matthew 28:9-10

Report of the soldiers to the Jewish authorities: | Matthew 28:11-15
Sanhedrin’s absurd explanation
The two disciples traveling to Emmaus who | Mark16:12-13; Luke 24:13-32
didn’t believe the report about the empty tomb
Report of the two disciples to the rest, including | Luke 24:33-

an appearance to Peter; Paul also reported | 1 Corinthians 15:5
another appearance to Peter
“Ten disciples. revealing characteristics of Jesus | Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43;
resurrected body John 20:19-25
Sunday.a | The eleven disciples. in which Thomas® doubt | John 20:26-31;
week later | is removed 1 Corinthians 20:15:5b
Some time | Seven disciples fishing in Galilee; Peter told to_| John 21:1-25
later feed & care for His sheep

| Still later The eleven in Galilee, then to the 500+: Great Matthew 28:16-20; Mark
‘Commission to large number of followers 8; 1 Corinthians 1.

Still later James, Jesus” brother. who becomes a believer A

40 days after | The disciples in Jerusalem who are told to wait

resurrection_| for the coming of the Spirit

After His To Stephen. Saul. later called Paul. & to John

ascension

To summarize, there were several recorded testimonies to the empty tomb, including multiple
instances of simultaneous witnesses, and at least eleven recorded instances of witnessing Christ’s
resurrected body in the 40 days after the resurrection, with witnesses numbering from one to over
five hundred, and three witnesses to Christ’s resurrection after His ascension. To these we can add
the persistent public testimonies to the resurrection, often spoken among other witnesses in the
very same locality (Acts 2:24, 32; 3:26; 4:10; 5:30-32; 10:39-42, et al), and the personal testimony
of Peter in writing (1 Peter 1:21), who saw the empty tomb right after Christ was resurrected, and
saw and spoke to Him in His resurrected body multiple times, up to the day of Christ’s ascension.
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The quantity & quality of testimony for
Christ’s resurrection is beyond impressive

* The testimony is » Many sacrificed
from six different their lives testifying
New Testament to the resurrection,
authors, in over a & even those who
half dozen of their didn’t believe in
books, & by more Christ before then
than 500 people, came to believe
over more than when they saw
60 years of time. Him resurrected.

The disciples did not expect the resurrection.
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Add to that testimony the number of
documents & extra-biblical confirmation

» As opposed to » Aside from the
most documents New Testament
from ancient history, documents, there
the short time from are also a number
the originals to the of historical sources
copies, &the great that confirm the basic
number of those outline of what the
copies is simply New Testament
astounding! claims for Christ.

Don’t turn a blind eye to a mountain of evidence.
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» There are at least 5309* surviving hand
copied Greek manuscripts that contain all or
parts of the NT (*the number keeps growing).

* There are more than 19,000 ancient NT
manuscripts in Latin (about 8000), Syriac,
Armenian, & other languages.

» The oldest copies of the NT known to exist
are the Syriac & Old Latin versions.

« All totaled, more than 24,000 handwritten
copies of the NT have survived.



[image: image14.png]A generalized “family tree” for
hand copied New Testament manuscripts

15T P mss #1
generation i

origaal - generation
— o5t 4th
Og = = generacion generation
— 3] . mss #g

mss #3



[image: image15.png]Comparison to Other Ancient Documents

Author When Earliest | Time | No. of
Wiritten Copy inyrs | Copies
Caesar 100-44 BC | 900 AD | 1000 10
Plato 427-347 BC| 900 AD | 1200 7
Avristotle 384-322 BC| 1100 AD | 1400 5
Herodotus |480-425BC| 900 AD | 1300 8
Tacitus 100 AD 1100 AD | 1000 20
Demosthenes | 383-322 BC | 1100 AD | 1300 | 200
New 1st century | 2" century | <100 |>24,000

Testament




[image: image16.png]Sir Fredrick Kenyon,
late Director of the British Museum
writing in The Bible and Archaeology:

“The interval between the dates of the original
composition and the earliest extant evidence
becomes so small as to be in fact negligible,
and the last foundation for any doubt that the
Scriptures have come down to us substantially
as they were written has now been removed.
Both the authenticity and the general integrity
of the books of the New Testament may be
regarded as finally established.”



[image: image17.png]Dr. Edwin Yamauchi, historian, wrote (1995):
"Even if we did not have the New Testament or
Christian writings, we would be able to conclude
from such non-Christian writings as Josephus,
the Talmud, Tacitus and Pliny the Younger* that:
(1) Jesus was a Jewish teacher; (2) many people
believed that he performed healmgs and exorcisms;
(3) he was rejected by the Jewish leaders;

(4) he was crucified under Pontius Pilate in the
reign of Tiberius; (5) despite this shameful death,
his followers, who believed that he was still alive,
spread beyond Palestine so that there were
multitudes of them in Rome by 64 A.D.; (6) all
kinds of people from the cities and countryside -
men and women, slave and free - worshiped him
as God by the beginning of the second century."”

*Plinius Secundus
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Paul’'s apostleship is to the Lord’s credit

» Paul credits God’'s  + Paul was at the
grace to his being start busy trying to

appointed as an destroy the church,
apostle. even opting for

« While the other death for believers
aposﬂes spent time whenever he could.
with the Lord, & » So his appointment
were then active as an apostle was
in seeking to build only by God’s mercy

up the church... & grace.
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