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This is the end... almost

» Paul has been
telling the believers
in the church at
Corinth about the
spiritual gifts that
the Holy Spirit gives
graciously, at least
one to each believer
(chapter 12).

He has told them
about the need for
& enduring nature
of love (chapter 13).

In chapter 14 he
began giving them
guidance on the
gifts of tongues

& prophecy.
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As Paul has been saying...

» Paul says in this » Those speaking
chapter that the use do so to convey
of the spiritual gifts understanding to
in the church ought the ones hearing.
to be expressed + The gathering of
such that: believers has order.
e Thereis a bUIIdlng . And, Paul has also
up of the body of emphasized the

Christ. use of one’s mind.
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Insights, how do we do this,
& how should we view Paul's words

* Verses 20-40, in + followed by some
summary, contain specifics on how
Paul’s insights into things are to be
God'’s intended done in the church,
audience for the & Paul's call forall to
gifts of tongues recognize his words
& of prophecy... as God’s own words.

Paul is telling them these things because
he loves them! (1 Corinthians 4:14;
10:14; 15:58; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 12:19)
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Be growing up!

* Verse 1 might » His well-chosen
sound at first like words were saying:
Paul is te”lng them » “Brethren, do not be
all to just mature becoming children
instantly. in your thinking; yet

< But Paul chose his in evil be infants, but
words carefully (& in your thinking be
with inspiration!). becoming mature.”

Paul is presenting a spiritual principle.
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We grow out of our problems
as we grow up into Christ

« The believers in

Corinth had a ‘boat-
load’ of problems.

They had in many
cases been taking
the evil path toward
solving them, which
only created more
problems, & kept
them immature.

« But Paul saw that

their only path out
of the problems was
for them to grow out
of the problems,

& to grow up into
Christ, who is the
head of the church,
by means of the
written word.
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Tongues: a sign primarily
for Israel & the unbelievers

» Paul quoted Isaiah  + In contrast, the gift

28:11 to say that of prophecy, which
the gift of tongues for the last 1900+
was intended to years has been
have unbelievers replaced by the

as a primary target, New Testament,
especially as a was intended to
warning to Israel serve the needs of

(Deuteronomy 28:49;  believers: to edify,
Jeremiah 5:15). exhort & comfort.
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This is the one time (©) when
we care what unbelievers think

» Paul has just said » Prophecy, on the

that tongues was other hand, orin
primarily a sign for our own day, direct
unbelievers, but communications
even in a church centered on God’s
confext tongues is word, are far more
not likely to have likely to have a

a biblically-based biblically-based
appeal to them. appealto unbelievers.

...If unbelievers come among us as we meet.
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“Let all things be done for edification.”

1 Corinthians 14:26 » The church meetings
“When you assemble, they had then were

each one has: to have musical

a psalm,+ worship, & some

a teaching, temporary gifts to

a revelation, supply what we

a tongue, have now have from
an interpretation.” the New Testament.

+ a psalm as one kind of Christian music
(see Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16)
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Ephesians 5:19
& Colossians 3:16:
Varieties of
Christian music

* psalms: psalmos — often used in reference
to the Psalms, typically songs about God

* hymns: humnos — refers to songs which
are sung in praise directed to God

+ spiritual songs: odais — songs
which are spiritual in content
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Tongues & Prophecy:
Two orthree, one atatime, each discerning

» Rather than open ¢ Even then, the
pandemonium, Paul believers present
said that when the were to discern if
church met, only what was said by
two or three were to those with these
exercise these gifts temporary gifts
in one meeting, just was consistent
one at a time, & with with what was
understanding. clearly inspired.

All of us are to be biblically discerning.
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The spirits are subject to the prophets;
God is not the author of confusion

» The use of the gifts + When Paul says

is not a matter of that God is not the
letting loose of author of confusion,
one’s self control, he is not referring
but of maintaining to mental confusion
self-control, which but to external chaos
is a part of the fruit & confusion, as was
of the Holy Spirit happening when the

(Galatians 5:22-23). saints in Corinth met.

No biblical doctrine is to be set aside
because someone claims it’s ‘confusing’.
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For the God is not* a source of external
confusion+, but in sharp contrast, of peace,
as a matter of character, as in all

the churches of the saints.

* The word ‘not’ is the first word in the Greek
sentence, which was one way of emphasizing
a word in the Greek grammar of Paul’s day.

+ See how this same Greek word is used for
external confusion, conflict, & agitation in Luke
21:9; 2 Corinthians 6:5; 12:20; James 3:16.
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So how are the women to learn?

» So is Paul saying » But he is addressing
that all the women the situation where
must keep absolute a wife might call into
silence in all church question her own
meetings - always? husband’s prophecy.

¢ Thisis nofwhat Paul < Also, the word that
is saying, in context is translated ‘speak’
(1 Corinthians 11:6). can mean ‘blabber’.

Paul’s instruction has to do with order.
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Women have no biblical limitation
as to how much they may learn!

* While some make » This passage says
note of the limitation  that she ought to
on a woman’s life learn, as do others:

& behavior, many + 1 Corinthians 14:31

miss the fact that . o _
the New Testament 1 Corinthians 14:35

underscores the * Ephesians 4:20
learning of women < Philippians 4:9
in the church body!  « 1 Timothy 2:11

Biblical /learning is to have biblical expression.
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Principles & practices for all the churches,
& Paul’s words are from God Himself

* Paul kept reminding < He also kept
them that they were ~ reminding them

i that he was writing
not the only church: = s pired & fully

* 1 Corinthians 7:17; authoritative words:
11:16; 14:33, 34, . 1 Corinthians 1:1:
16:1, 19 4:1-6: 9:17, 18;

» 2 Corinthians 8:1, 14:37, 38; 15:3
18, 19, 23, 24; e 2 Corinthians 1:1;

11:8, 28; 12:13 10:8;11:5,6
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My brethren...

» Paul finishes this * And the temporary
section of his letter gift of tongues,
with a summary: though it was to

- Desire earnestly to e exercised only
prophesy (which within a set of
may be a statement ~ guiding principles,
of what they were was not to be
doing). totally forbidden.

At least some at Corinth seemed prone to
put extreme laws in place (1 Corinthians 7:1).
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