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The context, from 1 Corinthians
12:1 to 14:40, is spiritual gifts

¢ As Paul continues * The consequence

to respond to their of this self-seeking
questions about arrogance among
spiritual gifts, it is them is to stir up
apparent that the jealousy.

believers in Corinth . Since they lacked
have made spiritual the expression of
gifts a key part of love, Paul helps
their pursuit of them understand

personal empires. God’s love.
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Lovingly correcting their lack of love

¢ Soin 1 Corinthians  « In 1 Corinthians
13:1-7 Paul seeks 13:8-13 Paul will

to bring to them an help them all to
understanding of understand that the
the necessity of spiritual gifts they
love, as well as are jealous about
what love is & is will end soon, & that
not, & what love even faith & hope
just does not do. will have an end...

...but of all these, only love is forever!
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If | speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but do not have love,
| have become a noisy gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2

If | have the gift of prophecy, and
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and
if | have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but do not have love,
| am nothing. 3 And

if | give all my possessions to feed the poor, and
if | surrender my body to be burned,
but do not have love,
it profits me nothing.
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Love is essential

¢ One must have love + One must have love

— the real thing! - or — the real thing! - or
all the impressive even sacrificing of
spiritual gifts that one’s possessions
one might have or one's very life
are all for naught! are all for naught!

One can be theologically correct, with
all the right doctrine, & impress everyone
in the church... or at work, or in any other

context of life, but love is an essential!
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Tongues of men & of angels

* Paul provides the
example of speaking
in tongues, whether
of men or of angels,
as something that
would not be a valid
substitute for love,
& something that
should not be done
without love.

The gift of tongues
involves speaking
or hearing actual
human languages
(Acts 2:1-11).

It could be that his
reference to the
‘tongues of angels’
is a claim that some
were making.
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Gifts of prophecy, knowledge & faith

* As Paul did with
tongues, when
he made it even
include “of angels”,
he does with these
gifts as well; they
are spoken of in the
loftiest terms that
are possible or
even impossible.

The ‘ordinary’ gift
of knowledge then
becomes, “know all
mysteries and have
all knowledge”.

Faith is of such an
impressive nature
as to even be able
to move mountains
(Matt. 17:20;21:21).
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| have, | am & it profits me nothing

* In verse 1 the * In verse 2 the
believer who does believer who does
not have love is one not have love is
who has become nothing, & in verse
like a noisy gong or 3 the believer who
a clanging cymbal: does not have love

« He not only says not only doesn't
nothing at all, but profit anyone else,
everyone wishes but does not even

he would stop! benefit himself!
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Love is patient,

love is kind and

[love]lis  not jealous;

love does not brag and

[love]lis  not arrogant, 5

[love] does not act unbecomingly; it

[love] does not seek its own,

[love]lis  not provoked,

[love] does not take into account
a wrong suffered, 6

[love] does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but
[love] rejoices with the truth;
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Love is, is not, & does not

* From verse 4 & * Verses 4-6 begin
on through verse 6 with two positive
Paul has a series of statements about
statements of the what love is, then
forms: eight statements

. Loveis about what love

is not like or does
not do, then one
positive statement.

* Love is not
* Love does not
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Love is patient & kind

* There are two main
words in the Greek
language that mean
‘patient’:

* One word means
to be patient with
circumstances, &
the other word (this
one) means to be
patient with people.

This kindness is a
practical goodness.

This love, patience,
& kindness are all

a part of the fruit of
the Spirit (Paul listed
the fruit for some
other believers

who were fighting:
Galatians 5:22, 23).
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Is not & does not

¢ Paul then lists eight < It is most interesting

things that love is that even if we add
not or does not do. in the four positive

« It would be fair to statements in verse
say that the things 7, verses 4-7 still
that Paul listed in have more negative
these eight things statements than
were exactly what positive statements.

those believers in e They had a lot to
Corinth were doing! learn about love.



[image: image13.png]1 Corinthians 13:4-6

More about ‘Is not & does not’

Love... * does not seek

is not jealous (12:31) its own (10:24)
does not brag (2:31; « is not provoked &

4:7) does not take into
is not arrogant (4.6, account a wrong
18, 19;5:2; 8:1) suffered (6:1-8)

does not act
unbecomingly
(11:17-22)

 does not rejoice
in unrighteousness
(5:1-13; 6:12-20).
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Love... rejoices in the truth

* Many Christians e Truth & love are
today have made both aspects of
the error of thinking God'’s nature (John
that between love 3:33; 1 John 4:16).
& truth, we ought « God wants both
to choose love. love & truth in all

* But God's word that we do & say

does not place love (1 Corinthians 13:6;
& truth at odds with Ephesians 4:15;
one another. 2 John 3).



[image: image15.png]Love & all things in 1 Corinthians 13:7

[Love] bears  all things,
[love] believes all things,
[love] hopes all things,
[love] endures all things.
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Love...

* bears all things —
this is the kind of
patience that bears
up under difficulties
by God's power.

* believes all things —
this is not gullibility,
but standing ready
to believe what is
true, & be hopeful.

hopes all things —
this is love that
keeps our certain
hope in the Lord
in mind & heart.

endures all things —
similar to ‘bears all
things’, but this
aspect of love is
getting through.
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