[image: image1.png]A summary of several views of 1 Corinthians 11:1-16+

1) This text has no applicability to us today. Paul
is speaking about a ‘tradition’ that he has handed on.

2) The head covering is the hair. Hence, the applicability
today is that women should wear (relatively) long hair.

3) The head covering is a real head covering and the text
is applicable today, in the same way as it was in Paul's day.
Within this view are two basic sub-views:

a) The head covering is to be worn by all women in
the church service.

b) The head covering is to be worn by women in
the church service only when praying or prophesying publicly.

4) The head covering is a meaningful symbol in the
ancient world that heeds some sort of corresponding symbol
today, but not necessarily a head covering. This also involves
the same two sub-views as 3a) & 3b) above.

+ Adapted from an article by Daniel Wallace, www.bible.org
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So the BIG question is...

¢ On the one hand,
many who read this
passage see in it
the ‘big question’ of
whether the women
in the church body
ought to wear head
coverings, or not.

« But when one looks

at the passage for
deeper spiritual
principles, then the
passage takes on
an entirely different
significance for the
body of Christ.

As Paul often does, he first presents spiritual

principles, then derives specific applications.
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Considering the culture is critical, too

« Individual cultures « It is not simply
in New Testament a matter of the
times, as well as external hair style
now, have customs or head covering
regarding hair style, that is worn, but

head coverings, & the meaning of
distinctions between  the style in the
male & female that culture — both

must be considered. then, & now.

Gender distinctions also vary by culture.
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While we're talking about culture

* Some of the reasons * Some women would
why the hair & head shave their head as

covering question a sign of mourning, &
would be addressed it was the custom of
in this letter are: some categories of

« There is evidence prostitutes to keep
that adulteresses their heads shaved.
were punished by « A Jewish woman
shaving off all of was always to cover

their hair. her hair in public.
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Let's not ‘veil the meaning of long hair

¢ Some have triedto  * Some of the women

conclude that this were exercising
passage requires their freedom in the
women just to have church gatherings
long hair as a head by casting off the
covering or ‘veil'. culturally accepted
- But the passage expressions of
does not say that godly womanhood
by ‘veil' Paul just with shaved &/or

means /ong hair. uncovered heads.
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So what is she saying?

« In the culture of ¢ And among married
New Testament Jewish women: a
times for a woman head covering over
to wear a head her hair said that
covering (not just she was for her
a doily or a short husband only.
scarf) conveyed « But for a woman
that she was being to have longer hair
submissive to her was her glory & that

male head or heads. of her husband.
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So what is she saying?

* What it meant fora « So what Paul does

woman to have her in this passage is to
head covered or to present the biblical
have long hairmeant  reasons for a clear
two different things distinction between
in that culture, but male & female inthe
if she had no head church, based on
cover or hair that those distinctions in
said that she was the Bible, starting

trying to be a man. from Genesis.
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Cultural insights are to illuminate the
meaning, not eliminate the meaning

* While the head * Instead, we are to
covering (veil) & take the principles
hair do not have that Paul presents
the same meaning to mind & to heart,
in our culture today, so that they are
that does not mean both understood
that we are to set & applied in our
aside the entire personal lives &
passage as ‘not in the church body

applicable’ today. here at Holly Hills.
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Just what does he mean by ‘head’?

* The Greek word ¢ The word ‘head’

that is translated has all of those
‘head’ is used meanings in
literally to mean different parts of
the physical head, this passage, &

& metaphorically to the exact meaning
refer to 1) authority, is understood by
2) source, or 3) the context of each

preeminence. use of the word.
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First Paul praised them

* While there was * So though Paul does
certainly much praise them in some
to correct in the ways, shortly Paul
church at Corinth, will say that he can't
they had in some praise them for their

respects listened to divisions, & selfish

& regarded some of behavior at the Lord’s
the key principles Table & their love
that he had passed feasts (1 Corinthians
along to them. 11:17, 22; Jude 12).
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What are ‘the traditions’
& ‘prophesying’?

* As the apostle Paul + So apostles provided
founded churches, principles to guide
he & they had what them (translated
we now call the Old here as ‘traditions’;

Testament to draw KJV ‘ordinances’),

truth & guidance & there were those
from, but the New in the church gifted
Testament was still with prophecy to

being written, copied give them other
& collected. interim guidance.
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Every man who has something on his head while
praying or prophesying disgraces his head. 5 But
every woman who has her head uncovered while
praying or prophesying disgraces her head, for she

is one and the same as the woman whose head is
shaved. 6 For if a woman does not cover her head,
let her also have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful
for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head
shaved, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought not
to have his head covered, since he is the image and
glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man...

14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a
man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 15 but if

a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her? For her
hair is given to her for a covering.
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“...because of the angels”

¢ Most commentators + In 1 Corinthians 6:3

don’t seem to have Paul says that we
a clue as to what will judge angels.
Paul meant, & it + In 1 Corinthians 4:9
is true that Paul & Ephesians 3:10
doesn't explain Paul says that the
what he meant angels observe us,
in this passage. & do learn from us.
* But we do have + Sowe are to live with

insights elsewhere: those truths in mind.
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About that word ‘judge’

* Now there is a
confusion of the
extremes among
many Christians
about ‘judging’”:

* Some err by not
judging anyone at
any time, & others
err by judging every-
one - all the time.

* There is a place for
us to judge biblically,
& as we have seen
several times in this
book (1 Corinthians),
there are times when
we believers must
judge ourselves, &
other believers, &
judge what is right.
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So what's in it for me, er... us?

* While a woman'’s * So let's step through
head covering & her  those principles that
hair do not hold the Paul presents now,
same meaning for keeping in mind that
us in the church the ultimate end of
now, the principles our looking at those
that Paul explained principles is not just
to the believers then  to store the spiritual
are still true & still data in our heads,

do apply to us now. but to behold Christ.
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First Principle: godly headship is
not the same as value or quality

¢ God, the Father,is ¢ So for husband to
the head of Christ, be the head of his

having been the wife, or a father to
One who sent Him, be the head of his
& even told Him daughter, or for the
what to say (John elders to have the
5:36, 37; 12:49, 50). headship in a body
- But Christ is God, of believers is not
as is the Father due to superiority,

(John 10:27-33). but willing propriety.
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Second principle: a distinction
between maleness & femaleness

* How it is expressed <« And the second
may vary from one category that God
culture to another, intended is male &
but God made them female, each having
male & female from a role & a function,

the very beginning a distinction only for
(Genesis 1:26, 27). this time while we

+ We are first human are here on earth,
beings, created in but not for eternity

God’s own image. (Matthew 22:23-30).
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Applying the second principle

* God’s word has * God does not want
much to say about gender confusion
the roles & functions  among believers
of males & females while we all walk
in their marriages, about this earth.

& in their families, & . Differences between

in the churches; the  mgle & female matter,
difference between but should not be

the genders matters,  apout superiority or
by God's intent. enforcing authority.
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Third principle: see what's the same

+ While God does + there is a need to
intend that there recognize what is
be specific roles, the same as well.
functions & head-  * YWoman was taken
ships among men g’gm Fp:rﬂ'fv%%agﬁ
& women with each is in one way a

different stations source of the other.
in life, & gifts in * Yet both are made
the church body... in the image of God.

All believers have the same spiritual position.
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“If anyone is
inclined to be contentious...”

« It is interesting how « But the thing they
Paul wrote the last consistently did not
verse in this section: practice was being
“If anyone is inclined inclined toward

to be contentious...”. being contentious

« He & the others in among themselves.
the churches were  + Some folks just like
very consistent in to go ‘spiritual mud

what they practiced. wrestling’ - not Paul.
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