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Stewardship, the gospel
& ‘spiritual athletics’

* Paul is addressing « His teachings can
three topics in this be summarized as:

passage, each one 1) His stewardship
related to the rights, given by Christ

freedoms, & grace ) gt jimiting rights
obligations of his )& freedomg fo% the

apostleship, with sake of the gospel
applications to

our own lives 3) Spiritual principles
& ministries. drawn from the
ministries field of athletics
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The culture said: humility is not a virtue!

« In the pagan Greek
& Roman cultures,
humility was not a
virtue, but claiming
all rights & status
was a virtue!

* So Paul had two
kinds of problems
to correct with the

believers in Corinth:

1) The believers in
Corinth ‘looked up’
to ‘looking down’
on ‘lesser’ people.

2) The believers in
Corinth ‘looked
down’ on Paul's
humility, since he
did not claim ‘the
prestige due him’.



[image: image3.png]1 Corinthians 9:15-27

The main theme

¢ The main theme
in these verses:
not claiming one’s
rights, for the sake

of the church body.

¢ Paul is continuing
to answer their
question about
meat offered to
idols.

* He is likewise
continuing to
respond to their
questioning of his
apostleship, which
is mostly based on
viewing Paul by
what the culture
values rather than
what God values.
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As one writes about one’s rights,
a man’s motives matter massively

¢ Paul has a real « But he also has to
challenge in writing write to tell them
to these believers! why he is setting

¢ On the one hand aside the r_ight to
he has to write to support, without
say that he is an causing any of
apostle, who has them to_belleve
a right to support that he is really
from the churches just writing to

he has founded. ask for support.
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So what makes Paul tick?

e Paul is telling them ¢ Instead, Paul sees
in these verses that himself as before

his motivation for the Lord Himself,
offering the gospel who gave him this
is not for money, very assignment to
which is evidenced ministry, & before
by the fact that he whom he would
does not charge one day stand
them for graciously in judgment for

offering the gospel. eternal reward.
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Between a choice & no choice

¢ Paul told them * Paul also told them
that he did have a that he really had
choice as to how he no choice as to
would be supported whether or not he

when he preached preached the gospel
the gospel — either — he must preach
he could support the gospel, since he

himself, or he could had been entrusted
rely on the support with doing so by
of the churches. the Lord Himself!
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A stewardship means
you've been entrusted

¢ The higher the level « Since Paul had

of the person doing been given this

the entrusting & the lifelong assignment
more critical thetask  as an apostle by the
that is assigned, Lord Jesus Christ
the more important Himself, then Paul's
the stewardship that stewardship couldn’t
has been entrusted. be more important!

“Woe is me if | do not preach the gospel’ comes
from understanding the nature of his stewardship.
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So that's why
Paul seems inconsistent!

* The Corinthians * Why would he set
were apparently aside his total right
having a real tough to compensation &
time understanding the other rights of
Paul's seemingly his apostleship?
inconsistent « For the sake of the
behavior. gospel, he would

* Was he going to act set aside the things
like a Jew or act like  that don't matter for
a Gentile? what really matters.
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The main thing is that we keep
the main thing as the main thing

¢ Since the believers  « Paul, however,
in Corinth did not saw that spiritually
seem to understand & morally neutral
the great & ultimate matters of food,

importance of the dress, clothing, etc.
gospel, they didn't could not touch the
understand God'’s importance of his

perspective on preaching & others
anything else receiving the gospel

very well, either. of Jesus Christ.
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The apostles’ sports analogies

* Paul & other New
Testament authors
drew upon intense
analogies from the
sports that were so
highly regarded &
well known in all of

the Roman Empire.

* In this case Paul
made the point that
the athletes make
multiple sacrifices
in both training & in
competition, setting
aside their rights in
order to win.
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Rights & freedoms are set aside
for the sake of the competition

¢ Runners in New « All of the usual
Testament times enjoyments &
would train for ten leisure activities
months nonstop would be set aside
before each race. for the sake of one’s

« The last month athletic advantage.
before each race « Every movement,
would be spent rest, & intake of
training at the food & drink was

site of the race. part of the training.
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Real athletes don’t do empty training

¢ Paul makes the ¢ Likewise, a boxer
point that runners trains & competes
in both training & by making contact

competition run with with precision, not
purpose & direction, by just throwing his

& not with random fists wildly into the
wandering & casual air without contact
pace. or direction.

Our living as Christians is to have
direction & impact & significance, too.
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Paul does more
than just explain himself

« Paul's point in « His point is that in
telling them that order for us to ‘win’
only the ones who in the spiritual race
follow the rules can that is before us
win the prize is not there are guiding
to say that only one principles that call
of them will end up for us to place a
being saved or that high value on the
only one of them spiritual race that

will be rewarded. we're running.
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Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who
for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
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