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Concerning things sacrificed to idols

e The church at * Paul is going to
Corinth had sent give the believers
Paul a written list in Corinth some

of questions, & their key principles for
next one was about dealing with the

whether it was right ‘meat offered to

to eat meat that had idols’ issue, & will
been offered to the also provide other
pagan idols. valuable insights.

Paul addresses this issue from 8:1 to 11:1.
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But | don’t buy ‘meat offered to idols’!

* While things offered < In order for us to
to idols may be rare have the fullest &
in our own culture, best understanding
we do indeed have of what Paul was
a number of similar saying, & how that
issues involving the applies to us, we

culture of today & need to understand
our relationships what ‘meat offered
within the church. to idols’ was about.

And... their question for Paul was ‘combative’.
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Everybody’s doing it...

* Worship of idols * Pagan idol worship
representing the involved seasonal &
pagan gods of the periodic gatherings
Greeks, Romans at pagan temples in
& Egyptians was which meat was first
very common in offered to idols, then
the Roman Empire, eaten at the temple
along with legally or offered for sale
required worship inthe marketplace,

of the Emperor. though unmarked.
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About those idols

* The idols were * But while the idols
typically made of were made with
metal &/or stone, human hands, &
by human hands, were powerless in
representing a god themselves (Isaiah
or goddess from 40-48), the spiritual
the Greek, Roman, being behind them
Egyptian or other was not really a true

pagan pantheons. ‘god’, but a demon!
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Even more about those idols

¢ The Bible teaches ¢ Over the centuries,

that the spiritual idol worship was
beings behind the associated with a
idols are demons variety of sexual
(i.e., fallen angels: immoralities, infant
see Leviticus 17:7, sacrifice, cutting
Deuteronomy 32:17;  the human body,
Psalm 106:37; 1 & offering the god

Corinthians 10:20-21, behind the idol
& Revelation 9:20). food & other gifts.
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Aspects of the character | The God of | The gods of
of God (or the gods) the Bible paganism
Infinite knowledge Yes No
Infinite wisdom Yes No
Infallible (without error) Yes No
Unchangeable character Yes No
Changes his or her mind No Yes
Subject to physical world No Yes
Infinite holiness Yes No
Only one true God Yes No
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All those who never worship idols
take one step back... uh, not so fast!

« Since we don't as « But the reality is
often seem to have that anything in our

idols of the very own hearts & lives
same kind in our that dictates feeling,
own culture, we can thought, or action
tend to dismiss the with equal or higher
‘idol issue’ as not authority than the

very relevant to our God of the Bible is
church & our lives. anidol (1 John 5:21).

Our culture ‘idolizes’ people, things & feelings.
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What happened to the meat
that was offered to idols?

« In Corinth’s pagan
temples, the meat
that was offered to
idols was some of
the best meat that
was available, & it
was consumed or
dealt with in four
primary ways after
being offered:

* 1) some was
consumed by
burning, 2) some
was eaten by the
pagan priests, 3)
some was eaten by
temple goers at the
feasts, & 4) some
was sold as meat
in the market.
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So what was their question?

* While the believers  « There are some
in Corinth had come  things about culture

from an idolatrous that are morally &
culture, now that spiritually neutral,
they were believers, but some other

there were some things are not at all
questions about neutral & must be
how to deal with evaluated using

cultural issues. biblical principles.

‘Meat offered to idols’ was their cultural issue.
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All have knowledge

* The ‘we all have * In one sense Paul
knowledge’ part of could agree with it:
verse 1 may be a everybody knows
quote from those something about
in Corinth, perhaps something.
even drawn froma . Byt Paul cautions
common ‘proverb that just knowing
among the pagans about things has

in the city of Corinth. 3 spiritual hazard.

Human knowledge alone is arrogant idolatry.
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“Knowledge makes arrogant,
but love edifies”

¢ Human knowledge + This verse, along

alone, which does with others, has
not listen to what been wrongly used
God has revealed, by some Christians
& regard God's to set knowledge of
revelation above God'’s word aside
human knowledge, as ‘unspiritual’.

does indeed make ¢ Love that comes

one arrogant before  from God, who is the
both God & others. truth, builds the body.
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Knowledge leading to
a responsive love for God is what counts

* Knowledge that
just assumes &
presumes, but
does not lead to a
responsive love for
God, who first loved
us (1 John 4:12), is
the kind of knowing
that hinders & leads

to human arrogance.

¢ In the end, it is God
knowing us, based
on a relationship
with us through faith
in Jesus Christ, that
matters ultimately
(Matthew 7:23;
Romans 8:29, 11:2;
1 Corinthians 8:3;
Galatians 4:9).
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The truth about gods, God & idols

¢ Paul wanted to start « From most ancient
by making clear the times, the idols

truth about pagan were man-made
gods, the true God images, backed

of the Bible, & the by a fallen angelic
idols made by & creature (a demon),
worshipped by the worship of
human beings. which was false.

Only God is worthy of worship & He alone
is the basis of truth, knowledge & authority.
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Creation & existence

« Paul, as he says
elsewhere, along
with other authors
of the Bible, makes
the point that all
things material
& spiritual were
created & exist
from God the
Father,...

and that all things
material & spiritual
were created &
exist by means

of God the Son
(Christ the Lord).
Both the spiritual &
material aspects of

created beings were
& are by & from Him.
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Food is not the real issue

¢ One believer looks  * Though Paul sees

at the meat & sees the second believer
food that he can eat as ‘the weaker’, he
& be thankful for — does not say to just
it's history is not at ignore the heart of
issue in his heart. ‘the weaker brother’.

« But another believer -« Instead he says that
sees the food & his the freedom of the
mind goes back to other is limited by
it's offering to idols. love for the weaker.
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Love the weaker brother, but
do not ‘knuckle under’ to legalism

¢ While under God's  « Legalism, however,
grace we may have loves to add man-
the liberty to eat & made law to ‘help’
drink this & that, the ‘the law of God’, &/or

grace of God calls to place us under
us to refrain where some or all of the
it would cause our law of Moses — he
‘weaker brother’ to is not saying that
stumble into sin. we should do that.

Grace may hold back from what the Law allows.










Holly Hills Bible Church – 17 1 Corinthians series – October 4, 2009

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 – The brother for whom Christ died - page 2 of 2

