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Principles & perspectives

* All of 1 Corinthians
chapter 7 is Paul's
presentation of
biblical principles &
perspectives about
marriage, singleness,
social standing &
work, & the motives
that go with these
life considerations.

* Paul is addressing

how one ought to
view being married
or single, & one's
work, & our living
among unbelievers.

Paul encourages
our hearts toward
fellowship with the
Lord & focus on Him.
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Keeping it in context

* As we brought out « Paul does not

last Sunday, it will provide detail on

be important to every exception to
keep what Paul what he says, nor
says in context with does he answer
the rest of what he every question we
wrote & with the might be prone to
rest of Scripture. ask on these topics.

But God's word does provide
a lot of answers in other passages.




[image: image3.png]1 Corinthians 7:10-40

Paul’s principal point

¢ One of the key e There will be times
themes we will see when changing our
in this passage is circumstances is
that believers are the wise & right
not to carry around thing to do, but to
the thought that always place our
just changing their hope in a change
circumstances is in circumstances
always the answer. is not wise, or right.

Our ultimate hope is to be in the Lord.



[image: image4.png]1 Corinthians 7:10-16

Principles for marriage & family

¢ In verses 10-16, ¢ One of the reasons
Paul says that for remaining in the
believers ought marriages with an
to remain in their unbeliever is for the
marriages, even sake of the children,
if one is married & that the unbeliever
to an unbeliever. might be saved.

Both Paul & Christ address when a
divorce is allowed (not commanded).
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In contrast to the culture

« In the culture of « It was expected that
the pagan Roman a wife would follow
Empire, divorce the religion of the
was common. husband - anything

- And even among else was viewed as
the Jews, a man domestic rebellion.
was expected to « But Paul counseled
divorce his wife if them all to live by
she did not bear biblical principles, &

children. not cultural norms.
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Should a believer
marry an unbeliever?

* While Paul does * The cases where a
address the case believer is married
where a believer to an unbeliever are
is married to an from marriages
unbeliever, is it where there are two
ever biblical for a unbelievers & one
believer to marry of them comes to
an unbeliever? believe in Christ.

But Paul says not to be ‘bound together’
with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).
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but only to a man who is ‘in the Lord’,
that is, she may only marry a believer.

1 Corinthians 7:39

A wife is bound as long as her husband lives;
but if her husband is dead, she is free to be
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.
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Stay... stay...

* In verses 17-20 « This isn't to say that
Paul tells the believers should not
believers to stay in change anything,
the marital status & but rather that
role that they were believers should
in when they were not view change
called. as ‘the golden key'.

But which ‘commandments of God’
is Paul writing about?
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Oh, those commandments!

« Since Paul just said
that keeping the law
of circumcision as
given in the law of
Moses didn’t matter,
then Paul must not
be talking about the
commandments
given to the Jews in
the Old Testament.

* What Paul is saying
is that what does
matter for those in
the church, who are
not under the law of
Moses, is the
guidance revealed
through the Lord’'s
apostles to us, who
are in the church.
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If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual,
let him recognize that the things which |
write to you are the Lord's commandment.
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Don’t worry about it!

* One’s social « If the option to be
standing is not free were to open
a matter that a up, then the slave
believer ought to should take it, but
be concerned being a slave or
about. being free are not

« In biblical times ultimate spiritual
most slaves did not  issues — Christians
have the option of should discern what

becoming free. counts, or does not.
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It's the spiritual matters that matter!

¢ The current set of * While it does matter
circumstances may what we do & don't

have an influence do in this life, & we
on decisions that should consider the
we make. choices before us,
« When Paul was it is critical that we
writing, it was a believers make all
distressing time of our life choices

for believers. with eternity in view.
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It's about what goes on
in your head & your heart

« It is important to ¢ The married
recognize that both believer will have
being single & being more concerns
married each have about a spouse &
a perspective & a children & earthly
motivation that go circumstances than
with that ‘state’. the single believer.

Paul is writing about the advantages of
the one who is gifted with being single.
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This | say for your own benefit; not to put a
restraint upon you, but to promote what is
appropriate and to secure undistracted
devotion to the Lord.

After telling them about the difference
in perspective & motivation between a

believer who is married & one who is single,
in this verse Paul is telling them about
his own intentions & motivations.
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It's OK, Dad

* In biblical times the  « In these verses
first marriage of a Paul is telling the
son or daughter father that it's OK
involved the father for the daughter to
in the arrangements remain unmarried,
for whom to marry or for her to be
& when to marry. married.

This is to include the father in

Paul’'s consistent message: marriage &
singleness are each gifts & either is OK.
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1 Corinthians 7:8-9

But | say to the unmarried and to widows that it
is good for them if they remain even as |. 9 But
if they do not have self-control, let them marry;
for it is better to marry than to burn with
passion.

1 Corinthians 7:39-40

A wife is bound as long as her husband lives;
but if her husband is dead, she is free to be
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.
40 But in my opinion she is happier if she
remains as she is; and | think that | also

have the Spirit of God.
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