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Lawsuits were rather popular!

* Though the rules ¢ They were looked
for how lawsulits upon as a means
were initiated & of expressing the
conducted were verbal arts of logic,
different than they rhetoric, drama, &
are for us now, debate.
lawsuits were still - And they were also
very common, as a means of climbing

they are today. the social ladder.
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Why so many questions?

* Paul asks nine « By writing in this
questions in just way, Paul is not
eight verses (!!17?) simply telling his

- Why does he ask readers his view

S0 many questions? of the matter, but

i i bringing them to
« Asking questions ]
with an understood hOI(tjhth'e samke) view
answer is his way on the issue by

of getting them to IﬁlIOWihr:g his own
‘think it through’. ougnt processes.
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But there is a problem...

* We've pointed out « But another way of

that some of the attempting to build
believers in Corinth personal empires
tried to build their was to take other
own personal believers before an
empires within the unbelieving judge!
church body,_& this < paul made it very
fleshly pursuit was clear that this action
causing divisions should never take

in the church. place among them.
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About the word ‘neighbor’

* When we think of
the word ‘neighbor’
we often think of
someone who lives
near to where we
live, physically.

* But in the Bible the
word often means
to be or to live as
‘spiritually near’.

So the Jews were
spiritually near to
one another, so that
one Israelite was a
neighbor to another.

Within the church,
those who were
made spiritually
close by faith were
called ‘neighbors’.
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| say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is
not among you one wise man who will be able
to decide between his brethren, 6 but brother
goes to law with brother, and that before
unbelievers?

So these verses confirm that Paul's use of the
word ‘neighbor’ in 1 Corinthians 6:1 is referring

to those who are believers, & so are spiritually
‘brethren’, meaning those within the church,
which is the body of Christ.
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Without question
¢ Paul saysinthis & « What is at stake & a
subsequent verses pivotal consideration
that believers ought is the future that
to take the matters God has planned
between believers for us who believe.
only before other « What is also at

believers, & not into stake is the view
the secular courts & that the unsaved
before unbelieving world has of Christ
judges & juries. & of the gospel.



[image: image7.png]Paul directed Titus to instruct the believers to
live so that the word of God would be honored:

Titus 2:5

...so that the word of God will not be
dishonored.

Titus 2:8

...so that the opponent will be put to shame,
having nothing bad to say about us.

Titus 2:10

...so that they will adorn the doctrine of God
our Savior in every respect.



[image: image8.png]1 Corinthians 6:2-3

Or do you not know that
the saints will judge the world?

If the world is judged by you, are you not
competent to constitute the smallest law
courts?

Do you not know that
we will judge angels?
How much more matters of this life?

What God has in mind for us in the future

should be factored into what we do & take
on now — in the matters of this present life.
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Which life are we talking about?

¢ Paul's contrast ¢ Paul's contrast
in verses 1-4 is in verses 1-4 is
between the world between the time
to come, when we yet to come when
are in resurrected we will judge both
bodies like Christ’s, the world & angels,
& this present stage & the present time
& this present form when we're to judge
of human life. among ourselves.

Judge among believers now, later the world & angels
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What Paul has in mind,
because of what God has in mind

* Paul's point was * When the need
that believers ought arises, believers
to be able to come deciding matters
before another between believers is
believer to settle a matter of avoiding
disputes between a public shame,
believers, rather adorning the gospel
than to have the of Jesus Christ, & a
matter be brought prelude to judging

before unbelievers. men & angels.
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Value judgments

* Paul sets lawsuits ¢ Paul also says

between believers that it is better for
into perspective: a believer to be
+ Whether a believer wronged & to be

who sues another defrauded than to
believer wins or take the matter to
loses as the world a secular court &
sees it, from God's to have it heard
view, everybody before an unsaved

involved loses. & unbelieving judge.
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God is eternally
a God of infinite justice

¢ Though there are
indeed injustices

in this life, from an
eternal perspective
God will truly deal
with every injustice,
either by Christ’'s
death on the cross,
or in this life, or as

God judges later on.

« It is settling on this

truth in our hearts &
in trusting that the
Lord is eternally a
God of justice that
we can begin to
deal with the anger
& resentment & guilt
for the unresolved
injustices in this life.
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Then there is the wrong done

¢ Though Paul has
been addressing
the resolution of
disputes between
believers & how
those should be
settled, the other
sad point is that
some believers
are doing wrong.

If there are no
wrongs done in
the first place, the
disputes between
believers are fewer
& farther between.

So Paul is getting
at the root cause
of this problem by
addressing wrongs.
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So what's a believer to do?

¢ Gointo business & * You may even
financial matters with  be wise to include

other believers who language that
agree with & share includes binding

an understanding of Christian arbitration
this passage & hold in a written contract
uncompromisingly (see in www.

to these principles. peacemaker.net).

It may be wise to first check into how firmly the
believer holds to living by biblical principles.
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Even if these issues never arise

* Even if these * How we live out life
specific issues as believers does
never arise for you matter, & what the
there are still some world needs to see,
essential truths to & other believers
‘take home’: need to see is

+ Biblical resolution of ~ Christ's life lived
any issues between  throughus, no

believers is God's matter what the
will & intent. circumstances.
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