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Paul changes subjects... sort of

« Paul wrote to the * Now Paul turns to
believers in Corinth, a moral scandal
from 1 Corinthians within the church

1:10 to 4:21, about body at Corinth.
the divisions that « But both their

resulted from their deep divisions &
building personal their tolerance of
empires within the immorality display
church body. flagrant arrogance.

They actually boast about tolerating immorality.
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| wrote...

* Paul refers twice in  + His reason for
this chapter about saying that he had
what he had written written them before
to them about in his was that they didn’t
first letter to them seem to be able to

(verses 9 & 11). apply what he wrote.

So Paul's words in this letter, in this

chapter, are to help them apply general
biblical principles to specific cases.
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| can hardly believe my ears!?

* “It is actually ¢ Paul is almost
reported that there incredulous about
is immorality among what he is hearing
you, and immorality about the believers

of such a kind as in Corinth.

does not exist even  + \What the believers
among the Gentiles,  jn Corinth are boldly
that someone has tolerating is nearly

his father's wife.” unheard of among

1 Corinthians 5:2 Jews - or Gentiles!
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What is going on here?

¢ In New Testament ¢ Though Paul does

times, the word not explicitly say so,
“has” in this kind of his choice of words
context meant for clearly implies that
someone to have he was referring to a
continuing physical man having ongoing
intimacy with physical intimacy
another (as in ‘living with his step-mother,
together’ or having who is (or once was)

an ongoing affair). married to his father.
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How ought

the body of Christ to respond?

¢ Paul tells them that + Along with that kind
rather than respond of attitude about this

with the arrogance singularly gross sin
they have shown, that is among them,
they should all be they also ought to
mourning that respond to this sin by
this gross sin putting this man out
is among them. of their fellowship.

This is part of the larger New Testament
teaching on dealing with sin in the church.
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Paul’'s judgment on the matter

* Inverses 3to 5 « Delivering one
Paul tells them over to Satan for
how he, having destruction of the
the authority of an flesh appears to be

apostle, has already  an apostolic power,
judged in the matter since Paul does not

of this man who is expect them to have
being physically done this, & he does
intimate with his this one other time

own step-mother. (1 Timothy 1:20).
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Passover & purity

* So, was Paul urging - Likely not.
them to come back . |nstead’ Paul was

under the Law of moving from the
Moses, observing mindset about the
the Passover that sinning saint to the
was instituted by mindset about the
God among the body of Christ in
Jews (Numbers general regarding

9:1-14)? sin in their midst.
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Allowing a little leaven is less loving!

e The present vile sin « Paul is telling them
among the believers  about the Passover

ought not to be Principle:

tolerated as if it « If this sin is allowed
would be of minor it will spread among
consequence t°_ the entire church
the body of Christ. body in Corinth!

Christ the Lamb was sacrificed for us in
order that we might be altogether new!
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Paul clarifies the principles

* In verses 9to 13 « they were to be
Paul clarifies the separate from those
principles that he who were persistent
had written in his in being immoral
prior letter & in the or continuing in
verses just before. other known sin

« In line with the who were among
principles detailed those who were in
in many places in the body of Christ

God's word... (verses 10 & 11).
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Out of this world?

« Now Paul did not * So he is not telling
mean by this that them to become an
believers should isolated commune
isolate themselves nor for each one of

from those who are them to live as a
continuing in sin but hermit for Christ.
are nota part of the . He is talking about

church — the body tokens of fellowship
of Christ. among believers.
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We come back to
this judging topic... again

* Soin verses 12 & « And his judging is

13 Paul says that for the sake of the
believers are not believer who is

in a place to judge sinning as well as
outsiders in this for the sake of the
regard, but rather health of the body
only those inside of Christ — everyone
the church body is included in this

on biblical issues. consideration.
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What are we to do?

* There are those in ¢ And there are even

Christendom who those who insist

will press for us that we believers
Christians to go are to take over the
about judging the government & make
world & publicly this into a Christian
condemning this nation by rule of

or that sin. Christian law.

But those are not the points that Paul
makes for the believers in this passage.
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So what'’s the point?

¢ The ultimate hope + The immediate hope

is the restoration of is also maintaining the
the sinning believer purity of the body of
to fellowship with Christ, as Paul says
the Lord & with with a caution about
other believers. leavened bread.

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 reveals that the
believers in Corinth did listen to Paul on
this issue, & the man he wrote about in

this passage did come back to fellowship.
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What is the Lord looking for?

¢ As Paul says these -« After all, we ought

things he is not to be about our own
advocating that beholding of Christ,
believers be on a encouraging others
‘witch hunt’ with to also behold Him.
one another. « The problem with
* He is not looking sinis that it is a

for us believers to massive distraction
be ‘trigger-happy’ from beholding the

about seeing sin. Lord Jesus Christ.
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