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Paul is going to tell them
two main things in this passage

« First, in contrast

to the Corinthians
nearly unbelievable
arrogance, Paul will
tell them about the
exceedingly humble
assignment of the
apostles of Christ

— himself included.

Next, Paul will tell
them that he has
sent Timothy & that
he plans to come
to them himself.

What would they

prefer be the nature
of Paul's next visit —
severe... or gentle?
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Sanctify them with sarcasm!

* Paul did not often * The believers in
use sarcasm, but Corinth were so
the arrogance of the  arrogant that Paul
believers in Corinth wrote wishing that
was so extreme that  they were indeed
his sarcasm drove royalty, that he might
the point home well. reign with them!

Paul will turn from the Corinthians
reach for royalty to the humble state
of the apostles of Christ the Lord.
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The apostolic polemic

* In verses 9 through « As Christ's very

13 Paul describes own apostles, one
for them the typical might think that
experience of the they would have
apostles as special the highest place
messengers of the among those in
Lord Jesus Christ. the body of Christ.

But what Paul tells about the apostles
is anything but worldly status & esteem.
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« Exhibited apostles
last of all

* As men condemned
to death

* Spectacle to the
world

» Fools for Christ's
sake

* Weak
« Without honor

Hungry & thirsty
Poorly clothed
Roughly treated

* Homeless

Toil, working with
our own hands

Reviled Graci
Persecuted raclous

response
Slandered

Scum of the world
Dregs of all things
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Be careful!
There’s a world out there!

¢ As believers, we * The technologies
are always being of our own day make
bombarded with the the sheer number &
world's messages magnitude of those
about what the world ~ worldly messages
sees as important seem all the more
— what is of value. potent & impressive.

But what might impress us here & now
is fleeting & fading in the eternal view.



[image: image6.png]1 Corinthians 4:9-13
God values what
the world does not see as valuable

» By showing that ¢ The only way that
what the believers we know what God
in Corinth were values is through
pursuing is just God's word — He
opposite of what has revealed those
the apostles were things to us.
experiencing, Paul . The ultimate value
was contrasting in all the universe
God’s values with is Jesus Christ our

the world’s values. Lord & Savior.
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Household & family relationships

¢ Paul repeatedly * “Timothy, my
makes reference to beloved and faithful
household & family child in the Lord”
relationships in « These verses, along
verses 14 to 17: with other passages

* “my beloved like 2 Thessalonians,
children” give us some of the

« “countless tutors” critical guidance for

- “many fathers... Christian parents

your father”
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Ways which are in Christ

* Timothy's present
assignment to the
church at Corinth
included reminding
them of the ways
which were in
Christ... the same
things that Paul
taught in every one
of the churches.

¢ This underscores

the point that what
Paul taught & what
the Bible teaches is
totally consistent &
is objectively true.

* In 1 Corinthians 1:10

Paul had urged
them all to “say
the same thing”.
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Two words in the Greek New Testament
that speak of copying the life of another:

* mimetes, which is where we get our word
“mimic” in English. The meaning in the Greek
New Testament is to imitate the behavior of
another in a positive way

* tupos, which is where we get our word
“type”, & it means to be a pattern or example;
The word was used of a stamping dye, where
the image or symbol on the tool made a visible
impression on the receiving metal or other
material
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1 Corinthians 11:1
Be imitators of me, just as | also am of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:5-7

5 for our gospel did not come to you in word
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit
and with full conviction; just as you know what
kind of men we proved to be among you for
your sake. 6 You also became imitators of us
and of the Lord, having received the word in
much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,
7 so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
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Passage Greek: mimetes tupos
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What will it be like when
we're up close & personal

* The believers in * So Paul asked
Corinth who were them what they
being arrogant would prefer:
seemed to think « When Paul came
that Paul was did they want him
going to stay to be severe in
at a distance. dealing with their

« But that was arrogance... or

not the case. loving & gentle?
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Paul's contacts with the Corinthians

A contact summary:

¢ Paul's founding visit
His ‘former letter’

1 Corinthians

Paul’'s ‘painful visit’
His ‘severe letter’

2 Corinthians

Paul's anticipated visit
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1 Corinthians 5:1-2

It is actually reported that there is immorality
among you, and immorality of such a kind as
does not exist even among the Gentiles, that
someone has his father's wife. 2 You have
become arrogant and have not mourned
instead, so that the one who had done this
deed would be removed from your midst.

Paul is turning from the Corinthian believers’
attempt to build their own personal empires

to tolerating & parading immorality, but he
will stick with the subject of arrogance.
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