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Do you not know...?

* Paul often used this + But Paul was not

kind of question to one for staying with
bring to mind truths ‘academic data’.
that his readers + He asked this kind
either already knew  of question so that
or Ought to know. peop|e would app|y
 This is the first of their knowledge to
ten times for that their walk with
question in this Christ, & with

one letter. one another.
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Y’all are a temple of God...

¢ The New Testament < Being pictured as a
epistles teach that temple implies two
we believers are things for us in the
both individually & body of Christ:

together atemple. . Holiness, with the
¢ In1Corinthians 3:16  temple being holy

Paul teaches that (spiritually & morally
we all together are pure - godly).
a singular temple « The dwelling place

of God. of the God Himself.
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the Spirit of God dwells in y'all

¢ Each one us, at
the point at which
we come to believe,
becomes a dwelling
place of God's Holy
Spirit.

¢ The many ministries
of the Holy Spirit
are carried out as
He indwells us.

All of us together,
singularly, are also
a dwelling of the
Holy Spirit.

So both the nature
of a temple & the
name of the Holy
Spirit convey that
we who believe
are to be holy.
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What does he mean by ‘destroy’?

* The Greek word * The believers in
that Paul used for Corinth who were
‘destroy, destroy’ trying to build their
(KJV: defile, destroy)  personal empires
in verse 17 means weren't building up
“to morally &/or the body of Christ,
spiritually corrupt”, but were in fact
or “to bring to ruin”. causing damage.

Paul said that God will bring consequences
to the lives of those damaging His temple.
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Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him
to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any belonging to the Way, both men
and women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 As he was traveling, it happened
that he was approaching Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are

you persecuting Me?"
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A spiritual reality

* The world has its
wisdom, & God has
His wisdom, & they
are not the same,
nor compatible.

» Accepting God’s
wisdom will make a
believer appear like
a fool to the wise of
this present world.

* This world’s wisdom
has been developed
based on blindness
to the truth about
the spiritual realm
& suppressing the
truth (Romans 1:18;
2 Corinthians 4:4)
about God & about
their own selves.
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God sees things as they really are

* While the world will  « As Paul did back in

see biblical truth as 1 Corinthians 1:19,
sheer foolishness, 31 & 2:9, 16, he
God also sees the again quotes the
world’s wisdom as Old Testament to
foolishness; & God make his point

is the one who sees (from Job 5:13
things as they really & Psalm 94:11).

are, being the One . God ‘sees through’
who created it all. this world’s wisdom.
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let no one boast in men

e Paul made it really, <« Boasting for the
really, clear: sake of building

+ ltis only spiritually human empires
appropriate for us within the body
to ‘boast in the Lord®  ©of Christ is not
(1 Corinthians 1:31; at all what God
2 Corinthians 10:17). has in mind.

People often long for a sense of ‘belonging’
& ownership. Paul is will address that next.
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All things belong to you

e Thereisabelonging <« Asis revealed in

to & an ownership God'’s written word
that this world does - including this very
not begin to see. passage - believers
» Only by God’s have a belonging &
revelation will ownership, as well
we begin to see asa pla_ce of ruling
& to recognize the & reigning, & even

eternal positionthat ~ judging the angels,
we have in Christ. that are not seen.



[image: image10.png]Paul’'s pattern in 1 Corinthians 3:21b-23

For all things belong to you, whether
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 4dLeaders
the world or life or death or €Cosmic
things present or things to come; 4 Time
all things belong to you,

and you belong to Christ; The
and Christ belongs to God. Trinity
through

Christ
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In that day you will know that | am in My
Father, and you in Me, and | in you.

John 17:20-21

"l do not ask on behalf of these alone, but

for those also who believe in Me through their
word; 21 that they may all be one; even as
You, Father, are in Me and | in You, that

they also may be in Us, so that the world

may believe that You sent Me.
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"The glory which You have given Me | have
given to them, that they may be one, just as
We are one; 23 | in them and You in Me, that
they may be perfected in unity, so that the
world may know that You sent Me, and loved
them, even as You have loved Me. 24 "Father,
| desire that they also, whom You have given
Me, be with Me where | am, so that they may
see My glory which You have given Me, for
You loved Me before the foundation of the
world.
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You belong to Christ

* The place that ¢ The inheritance that
we believers have, we have is so very
being in Christ, & awesome that all

all the implications the petty things of
that position has for this world & the

each of us & all of attempts that some
us together is just make for their own
awesome!!! glory just fade away.

In view of these truths, it makes all the more
sense to build up the body of Christ biblically.
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Do you not know that all of you together, as the
local body of Christ, are a holy temple of God
and that goes along with the spiritual fact that
the Spirit of God - the Holy Spirit - dwells in
you? 17 If any man defiles so as to cause
damage to the temple of God, and that is the
local body of Christ at Corinth, God will bring
about ruin to him, for the temple of God is by
nature holy, and that is what you are, as the
local body of Christ at Corinth.
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18 No man should deceive himself. If any

man among you in the body of Christ at Corinth
thinks that he is wise in this world's eyes,

he must become foolish in the world’s eyes,
before he can become wise in God'’s eyes.

19 For what this world sees as wisdom is total
foolishness before God, as He sees wisdom.
For it is written in Job 5:13, "He is the one who
catches the wise, as this world sees them, in
their supposed craftiness"; 20 and again in
Psalm 94:11, "The Lord knows in depth and
truth the reasonings of the wise, as this world
sees wisdom, that they are useless.”
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21 So then no one ought to boast in men.

For since each of you have been saved by
faith, and have been placed into Christ, and
Christ has been placed into each one of you,
so all things belong to you, 22 whether of the
church’s leaders, including Paul or Apollos or
Cephas, or of awesome matters like the world
or life or death or the things locked in the flow
of time, such as things present or things to
come; all things belong to you, because Christ
is in you and you are in Christ, 23 and so you
belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.
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