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Paul addresses
the Corinthian problem

¢ The believers in
Corinth are divided
by following various
human leaders and
teachers.

* Some of the more
well-to-do have
been trying to climb
the social ladder by
seeking followers.

« In 1 Corinthians
3:1-9 Paul has told
them that they are
all God's people, &
those who are doing
any good are just
workers in God's
field — next he tells
how God's workers
are rewarded.
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Paul addresses
the Corinthian problem

« Paul's reason for
telling them how
God's workers are
rewarded is to show
that all the believers
— even the ones
who teach — are
stewards by His
grace, & under
God'’s authority.

* None of us is at
the top of any
spiritual ladder,
because there is
no such ladder.

¢ God is the one who
graciously gives us
the opportunities &
the resources for
our ministries.
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“...the grace of God
which was given to me...”

* The word pair, e Romans 12:3, 6;
“...grace...given...” 1515

is found eleven s .
times in the New 1 Corinthians 1:4;

Testament, & only 3:10
in Paul's letters. ¢ 2 Corinthians 8:1
* In most cases this « Galatians 2:9
word pair refersto | Ephesians 3:2 7. &
a ministry within 4.p7 e

the body of Christ.
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Grace is a really BIG word!

* ‘Grace’ was aword « But ‘grace’ was

that the Greek adopted by the
speaking peoples Christians, who
used for favors greatly expanded
done for a friend its meaning.

or relative, with + God's grace is even
no expectation for those who do

of repayment. not begin as friends.

“...while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8
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“...like a wise master builder
| laid a foundation...”

¢ Paul brings in the * The church, after all,
‘wisdom’ theme that is the temple of the
he had addressed Holy Spirit (3:16).

before. + The foundation that
« In this passage he Paul laid was Christ,
puts that wisdom & Him crucified, &
into designing & that foundation is
building, picturing not optional, nor is
the church body as it incidental to the

‘under construction’. building foundation.
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“...and another is building on it...”

¢ Paul had come into  « Every one of us in
Corinth, establishing the body of Christ

the only foundation is to have a place
for the church that in building the body
was possible: of Christ, in various
Christ crucified. ministries, doing so
- Now that Apollos & in ways both visible
others are building & not so visible -

on that foundation, & the quality of the
they should be careful. Mmaterials matters!
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So how does one be ‘careful’?

‘Careful’ is not the
same as ‘fearful’.

Since Paul was
making a spiritual
analogy, he wanted
people to be careful
to build up the body
of Christ with the
kind of ministry that
would truly last:

* Ministry among

ourselves that is
done with the intent
to glorify Christ, &
is done by faith in &
dependence upon
Christ is the kind of
ministry that is of
enduring value,

on into eternity.
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Only Christ

* Nobody can build « It is critical that
up the body of believers discern
Christ apart from between what God
Christ Himself, & intends & desires
Him crucified. for the body of

« The world’s best Christ & that which
‘wisdom’ will not only appears to be
substitute for God’s ~ successful &
wisdom expressed satisfying to the

in & through Christ. ~ world or to self.
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“...gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw...”

* In the same way * Gold, silver &

that a designer or precious stones
builder can choose represent building
various materials - into the body of

& a critical aspect Christ with what is
of the quality of a enduring & valued.
material is how well . \Wood, hay & straw
it endures — so we will have a more
believers choose temporary nature,

what we ‘build’ with. but just won't last.
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Living ‘this day’ for ‘that day’

¢ As human beings, « It is possible to
we have seen many have days here on

days come & go. earth that seem

« But there will be pivotal & valuable
a ‘day’ that will be & very important.
more important than < But only the days
all the days that we here that are lived
will ever live here: for ‘that day’ when
“that day” when we we go to see the

see Christ the Lord. Lord will be of value.
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Just what is He looking for?

* “So then each one * What will endure is

of us will give an that which is done
account of himself in dependence
to God.”, Romans upon Christ, while
14:12. we are living in

« 1 Corinthians 3:13 fellowship with Him,
says that the Lord in which He grace
will test our works motivates us, & He
by fire — but what empowers what we

is He looking for? do, to His glory.
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Five Crowns*:

« Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

¢ Church Founder's Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

* Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4:8

« Elder's Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

« Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
« Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
¢ Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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Just what is He looking for?

e To put it simply, ¢ And that is what is
God rewards us eternally rewardable.
for what He does - What exactly are
through us. the rewards that

* He motivates by we believers will

grace what He also be receiving?

empowers, enables . The grace-given

& energizes through  capacity to glorify
each of us, to His Him for all eternity
glory... (Revelation 4:4, 10).
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Saved, yet as through fire

* The believers in
Corinth, if they
stayed on the path
that they had been
taking, would have
little to nothing
remaining into
eternity for all of
their time on earth.

* Because they
had been relying
on earthly wisdom,
expecting to use the
church to climb the
world’s social ladder,
no activity based on
self would remain
into eternity.
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