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Who will they be impressed with?

* The more well to do
believers in Corinth
were trying to climb
the social ladder,
using the church as
a means for doing
s0, & they relied
on clever speech
& worldly wisdom
to try to pull it off.

But Paul told them
that when he came
to them he didn't
rely on those same
humanly impressive
means. Why?
Because he wanted
to impress them all

with Christ, & not
with himself.
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What is the essential gospel?

¢ Over the many * Sowhat is
centuries since ultimately the
Christ's coming, essential gospel?
on into our present  + Christ crucified for
day, this question our sins, buried, &
has continued to raised — believing
be debated within that is the essential
Christendom. saving gospeL

The essential gospel: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
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Why should an empowered apostle ever
be in weakness, fear & much trembling?

* Since Paul was an « But Paul did not

apostle, taught & want any human
appointed by Christ level appeal to
Himself as a special end up pointing to

messenger for Him, himself & drawing
& empowered to the attention away
perform miracles, from Christ, nor did
it may be hard to he want to rely on
imagine him being his own human

weak & trembling. strengths.
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The apostle Paul in a demonstration?

* While believers ¢ As Paul points out,
should make an the Holy Spirit is
appeal in both always involved in
evangelism & in the communication
teaching that is of the truth, as He
clear & perhaps inspires Scripture,
even appealing, points to Christ,
in the end it must convicts hearts,
be God's own & grows us from

message. glory to glory.



[image: image5.png]1 Corinthians 2:4-5

Which is better, this... or this?

¢ As human beings
we are always in a
mode of evaluating
whether one thing is
better than another.

* \We compare things.

* So Paul is wanting
us to have a clear
distinction between
kinds of wisdom...

Because in the end
we are going to
have to place our
faith somewhere.

And Paul wants to
make it really, really
clear that placing
our faith in God's
provision through
Christ is essential.
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Of human beings... or of God?

« Everybody on the
planet is putting
their faith some
place — everybody!

« It is fundamental to
human nature that
we do so, & that is
the way we were
made. Nobody will
sidestep that truth.

* So the issue is not
that we are simply
‘religious’ or that we
are skeptical or that
we are secular.

e The real issue is
whether we put our
faith in God & His
provision through
Christ — or otherwise.
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Eternal wisdom — or the fading fast kind?

¢ In God's wisdom « All of the many
Christ is “the last purveyors of this
man left standing”. world’s fading

« Christ, being the wisdom & the long
Son of God, is parade of this

eternal, (John 8:28).  Wworld’s fleeting

. ; powers are all of
rona S515S  the fading fast kind.

« What He has done  ° C_hrist is ever God's
is eternally effective. wisdom & power.
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Revealing the mystery...
to those who will see & hear it

« Our typical use of « But for those who

the word ‘mystery’ wish to hold on to
often implies this world’'s wisdom
something that & to this world's

remains mysterious. definition of power,
+ But Paul's assigned the eternal wisdom

task was to reveal & power of God that
those truths that Paul _proclaimed will
had been hidden remain a mystery to

in ages |ong past_ them —jUSt baffllng'
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The fading fast wisdom
is the kind that killed Christ

« That Christ would « Evenwhen we pass
die for all of our sins  through heaven’s

was what He & the gates we'll sing the
Father agreed to, praises of the Lamb
before the world Who was slain for us.

was even created. - But the fading fast

« And Christ gave His kind of wisdom saw
life for us willingly, killing Christ as just
for “the joy set before  getting Christ ‘out
Him” (Hebrews 12:2).  of the way'.
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What does God have in store for us?

* When God's power + God has in store for

& wisdom have us an eternity with

been shown to be Christ the Lamb,

lasting & superior... that is described in
- When the fading briefest of terms in

fast kind of power God'’s word.

& wisdom have all * That is because our

been swept away... language falls short.

“...in the ages to come...” Ephesians 2:7



[image: image12.png]The unending result of our having been
identified with Christ in Ephesians 2:4-7

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
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“...eye has not seen...ear has not heard...
have not entered the heart of man.

* What God has in * has not even been
store for us who witnessed by any
love Him on into human beings nor
eternity has only has it even been
been revealed in revealed to us by
brief glimpses. God in His word.

« But the immensity * No human being
of what God has in can imagine the
store for us who nature of it nor

believe in Christ... put it into words.
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And when | came to you at the start, my
brethren in the Lord, | did not come appealing
with superiority of speech or of human wisdom,
when | was proclaiming to you the testimony of
God. 2 For | determined to know and proclaim
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified — as essential to the gospel. 3
Rather than self-confidence, | was with you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling,

4 and my message and my preaching were not
in persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so
that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of
men, but on the power of God, where it belongs.
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6 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who
are mature enough to understand; a wisdom,
however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this
age, who are quickly passing away; 7 but we
speak God's wisdom that remains in a mystery,
the hidden wisdom which God predestined
before the ages to our glory; 8 godly wisdom
which none of the rulers of this age has even
understood; for if they had they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory; 9 but just as it is
written in Isaiah 64:4 and 65:17, "Things which
eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and
which have not entered the heart of man, all
that God has prepared for those who love Him."
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