[image: image1.png]Taking another leg off
of ‘the division stool’

* Paul addresses « Even much later
the division that in his letter, Paul
is plaguing the still brings up their
church at Corinth division problem (1
for the first few Corinthians 11:17-
chapters. 19; 12:25).

« Even after that, he ¢ He'll even address
is still addressing their division issue
several divisive in a positive way, in

issues. 2 Corinthians 13:11.
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The message of the cross:
“So, what'’s it to ya?”

¢ The believers in « But the message of
Corinth who were Christ on the cross
busy climbing the did not relate to the
social ladder were social ladder, nor to
often using ‘human human wisdom, nor
wisdom’ as a tool was the power of the
for trying to climb cross impressive to
that ladder. the unsaved.

How's your vision: Saved or Perishing?
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God has revealed His power & wisdom
& the world continues to reveal its version

¢ God has already * While God has
revealed His power revealed many

& wisdom, & the things in many
world continues to ways, the ultimate
reveal its version. revelation of God's
* What Paul is telling power & wisdom is
us in this verse & what God revealed
this passage isthat & accomplished
they are not at all through Jesus

the same. Christ the Lord.
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| will destroy
the wisdom of the wise,
and chiasm
the cleverness of the clever
| will set aside.

What this world counts as the ultimate in
wisdom & cleverness will be shown to be

of no substance or significance. The power
of God & the wisdom of God will appear to
be less than refuse to the world.
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Let's ‘entertain’ four questions

¢ Paul first asks three < Paul asks, with a
“Where is " resounding “Yes!”
questions, about the  implied, if God has
wise man, the scribe made foolish the

& the debater. wisdom of this

« The wise man of world.
this world expounds + Paul will ask many
wisdom, the scribe questions in this
reads & writes it, & letter, to get them to

the debater argues. think along with him.
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How does salvation happen?

¢ God has His own * How is a person
wisdom & the world saved?
has its wisdom. « This is God's

¢ Each calls the wisdom, which is
other's wisdom simply foolishness
‘foolishness. to the world:

¢ But in the end, the ¢ You believe in
world’s best shot at God'’s provision
wisdom does not through Christ, & in
save anyone. that God is pleased.
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The Jewish obsession,
& the Greek obsession

¢ The Jews were in ¢ The Greeks - the

search of signs — ethnic symbol of
they had the true the Gentile (non-
Missouri mentality Jewish) mindset -
& the Nike slogan: wanted to hear

« “Show me” & dazzling logic & a
“Just do it!” clever use of words.

« That's the Jewish ~ * There was nothing
idea of ‘power’. better than ‘a deep

human insight’.
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Christ's possession

« But by the wisdom  « So we, as the
of God & power of people of Corinth

God, expressed in did, have a choice:
Christ, those who  + \We either place our
believe in Him who trust in one of this
died for our sins, world’s obsessions,
was buried & rose or by faith we are
again, are saved. Christ’'s possession.

“For you have been bought with a price...”
(1 Corinthians 6:20a; see 1 Corinthians 7:23a)
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“we preach Christ crucified”

« Preaching Christ ¢ To the Roman

crucified had no soldiers who were
earthly appeal to in Corinth, nailing
the Jews or the a man to a cross
Romans: showed to all that

« To the Jews Christ he was the lowest
was cursed of God: of the low.
He was hung on a ¢ The Greeks saw no
tree (Deuteronomy value, or power, or

21:22,23). wisdom in crucifixion.



[image: image10.png]1 Corinthians 1:22-24

Power & wisdom expressed in Christ

* While the world * The world - those
may find Christ who are perishing
to be somewhat - will always be
intriguing, in the seeing ‘salvation’
end the world will as something that
be underwhelmed, happens through
& will not see Christ human effort, &
as God’s ultimate human wisdom &

expression of power accomplishment
& wisdom. ...but not by faith.
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The foolishness & weakness of God?

* How could Paul * God’s wisdom is
possibly say there just foolishness to
is a foolishness or the world, & His
weakness of God?! power is simply

« He could say so seen as weakness:
because, though * What is a penniless
God expressed the & powerless man,
ultimate in power & severely beaten &

wisdom in Christ, the nailed to a cross,
world doesn't see it. going to do for me?
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No man may boast before God

¢ The more well-to-do
among the believers
in Corinth were the
ones who were
leading the division
of the believers by
trying to climb the
secular social ladder
& using the church
body to do it.

* But none of the
tactics that this
world conjures up
will ever get the job
done, because only
by faith in God's
accomplishment
through Christ will
anyone ever be
saved - ever.
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By God’s doing we are in Christ

¢ Only by God'’s doing
are we who are
here today, having
placed our faith in
Christ, placed into
Christ, united with
Him in His death,
burial, resurrection,
ascension & seating
in the heavenlies.

* And by faith alone,
for which we get no
credit, & earn no
merit, God Himself
accomplishes our
righteousness, our
sanctification, &
our redemption —
accomplishments
valid for all eternity.
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Boast in the Lord

* When human * But none of those
beings boast, they things will hold up
boast of their own past this present
accomplishments, world, & even now
or what they have, they only hold up
or what they know, by an illusion.
or what standing or .+ |n the end only what
prestige they've God has done wil

come to obtain. count for anything.
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