[image: image1.png]Paul completes his introduction
to 1 Corinthians in verses 4-9

* In verses 1-3 Paul e There are two main

writes his personal reasons why Paul
introduction to the is thankful to God:
first letter to these . Expressing thanks
believers. to another person

* In verses 4-9 Paul wasn't done in
is thankful to God that culture.
concerning these + God was the one to
believers, because whom credit was

God is gracious. ultimately due.



[image: image2.png]OK, give it to me straight:
The simple outline of 1 Corinthians 1:10-16:12

The Corinthians had come to Paul with oral
accounts of what was taking place in the
church body. They also sent a letter with a
series of questions for Paul on various topics.

Oral reports to Paul (1:10 - 4:17 / 4:18 - 6:20)
Corinthian letter to Paul (7:1-40/8:1-11:1)
Oral reports to Paul (11:2 - 34)
Corinthian letter to Paul (12:1 - 14:40)
Oral reports to Paul (15:1 - 58)
Corinthian letter to Paul (16:1 - 12)



[image: image3.png]“I thank my God...”

* Paul has written « But in this letter
these words as he Paul is going to
addressed other deal with many
churches & other questions & many
believers, too: problems, so he

. . thanks God for
Ro.r'r.1an.s 8 ) what He has done

+ Philippians 1:3 & will do in the lives

« Philemon 4 of these believers.

And Paul thanks God for His character.



[image: image4.png]“the grace of God which
was given you in Christ Jesus”

* The grace of God, « And how, or where

which flows from was that grace of
God’s character, God given to those
is His giving of believers?

totally undeserved .+ |n Christ.

blessing & ability. |, 1 corinthians 1:30
* That's why it was Paul is going to tell
given, as a free gift, them that they were
& was not earned or  made to be in Christ
merited in any way. by God's doing.



[image: image5.png]“that in everything
you were enriched in Him”

« This sounds like * These believers
Ephesians 1:3 did not merit or gain
(“every spiritual this enrichment by
blessing”), but it their own efforts or
focuses more on their own value.

Spiritual ministries, . They were enriched
as we will soon see.  yjith these graces

* And these believers because they were
were the ones who ‘in Him’', & all they
were receivingthem.  did was believe.



[image: image6.png]“in all speech and all knowledge”

e These are spiritual  + Both speech &

gifts that Paul will knowledge were
be writing to them seen as a means
about in chapters to gain esteem in
12-14, but long the eyes of others
before he even & to climb up the
gets to the topic, Corinthian social
Paul tells them ladder, but Paul
where the gifts says that God is

came from: God. the one to glorify.



[image: image7.png]“even as the testimony concerning
Christ was confirmed in you”

¢ The testimony « It was proved out &
concerning Christ is verified among the
‘the gospel’ — what believers in Corinth.
one must believe in  « paul had indeed
order to be saved: proclaimed Christ

e That Christ died for crucified & raised,
your sins, & was & they had believed

buried, & rose again & were saved (1
— it's the gospel that Corinthians 1:23;
one must believe! 2:1-4; 15:3-5, 11).



[image: image8.png]“you are not lacking in any gift”’

* The believers were
not lacking any
spiritual gift, but as
we will see, they
were lacking an
understanding of
those spiritual gifts,
which Paul would
remedy shortly.

* They were not

lacking any spiritual
gift because God
had been doing the
gifting, & all they
had done was to
believe, which is

to God's glory &
not their credit.



[image: image9.png]“awaiting eagerly the revelation
of our Lord Jesus Christ”

 Spiritual gifts are * Our perspective
given for temporary now is to be one of
& earthly use, but anticipation, of a
for God's eternal certain future hope.
purpose. + Our history, our

* When we see present, & our
Christ, many good future are each
things, including the wrapped up in Him,
spiritual gifts, will & the best is yet

then fall away. to come.



[image: image10.png]Verses 8 & 9 reveal that our ultimate
confidence is in our Lord Jesus Christ

How will you be ¢ As Paul told the
confirmed to the believers in Corinth,
end, blameless in who had lots of

the day of our Lord issues & questions
Jesus Christ? & problems, Jesus
Who does that Christ is the one
depend upon? who is responsible

to confirm us to the
end — blameless on
the day we see Him.

Are you sure you're
going to make it OK
up until that day?



[image: image11.png]“God is faithful”

« This simple truth is  « He, God the Father,

one we saw again is the one who

& again in our study called you into

of the book of fellowship with His

Genesis: Son, Jesus Christ.
* “God is faithful” ¢ He called you into
+ That is His infinite, fellowship with His

eternal character, Son, to know Him,

to His glory. to be occupied with

Him, today & always.



[image: image12.png]“into fellowship”

« Fellowship with His  « \We are each a part

Son is what we all of His body, & each
share together & has an equal place
therefore share to fellowship with
with one another. the Lord Jesus

+ And that is not a Christ & with
matter in which one another,
any of us holds for now, &
any place above for always.

another.



[image: image13.png]1 Corinthians 1:4-5 Expanded & Explained

| thank my God always concerning you for the
grace of God, being His unmerited gifting
which flows from His character, which was
given to you, since you were placed into Christ
Jesus when you believed, 5 that in everything
and every way all of you in the local body of
Christ in Corinth were graciously enriched as
you were placed into Him at the time that you
believed, and that gracious gifting includes
every manner of spiritual giftedness that
expresses itself in speech and knowledge,



[image: image14.png]1 Corinthians 1:6-8 Expanded & Explained

...even as the truthful gospel testimony about
the crucified and resurrected Christ was proven
out and verified among all of you, 7 so that you
are not lacking in any graciously given spiritual
gift, and that giftedness is consistent with an
eager anticipation of the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 8 who is the one who will also
confirm you to the end of this present life, so
that you will, by the riches of His mercy and
grace, be blameless in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ, on that day when we see Him
face to face.



[image: image15.png]1 Corinthians 1:9 Expanded & Explained

God the Father is, most emphatically, faithful
by His character, and it is through Him that
you were all equally called into fellowship with
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, so as to know
Him, as you are one body, sharing fellowship
with Him among yourselves.
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