[image: image1.png]What are we getting ourselves into?

* Today we begin a « Both of these books

study of 1st & 2nd are rich in spiritual
Corinthians, Paul's truth & clarification,
letters to the church addressing some
at Corinth. very relevant

+ If the Lord wills, we questions, at a time
will likely continue when our own
our study of these culture is drifting
letters of Paul for quickly toward

many months. being ‘Corinthian’.
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Paul’'s 1%t Missionary Journey ...
(Acts 13-14; 46-48 AD)

Paul's 2" Missionary Journey.......?
(Acts 15:39-18:22; 49-52 AD )

Paul's 3 Missionary Journey.........?
(Acts 18:23-21:16; 53-57 AD )



[image: image3.png]A 1st & 2nd Corinthians timeline

3l0 35 40 45 50 60 AD

Paul went to Corinth on his
2nd & 3rd missionary journeys

Paul's 2" Missionary Journey.......?
(Acts 15:39-18:22; 49-52 AD )

Paul's 3 Missionary Journey.........?
(Acts 18:23-21:16; 53-57 AD )
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(28
30 35 40 45 50 60 AD

Paul wrote 15t & 2n Corinthians
while on his 3™ missionary journey | :

Paul's 2" Missionary Journey
(Acts 15:39-18:22; 49-52 AD )

Paul's 3 Missionary Journey.........?
(Acts 18:23-21:16; 53-57 AD )



[image: image5.png]The social ladder key to
understanding the church at Corinth

» Corinth was at a * Those who were
crossing point on more well off were
land & a crossing in a constant battle

point by sea, offering  for social status, &
financial opportunity  trying to climb the
for some Corinthians, ~ Social ladder by

human wisdom,
* Some were well off,

public displays of
but most were poor, generosity, oratory,

& many were very, lawsuits, & putting
very poor. down the poor.



[image: image6.png]The ethnic key to
understanding the church at Corinth

* Most of the people  « In Corinth there was

of Corinth were a minority of well
Romans, having established Jews,
been established who had integrated

as a Roman colony. themselves into the

+ Butthe area around  generally Roman
Corinth was from culture, even having

Greek background, passed along Old
so both Latin & Testament stories

Greek were spoken.  to the Gentiles.



[image: image7.png]The religious key to
understanding the church at Corinth

* As with much of
the Roman Empire
in general, people
were free to mix &
match between a
variety of pagan
religions & gods,
as long as that
included worship
of the emperor.

And the pagans
all carried out their
religions in temple
buildings, but not
so the Christians.

So Paul tells the
believers in Corinth
that they are each a
temple & that they
are all a temple.



[image: image8.png]The immorality key to
understanding the church at Corinth

e Corinth as a culture « But there was also
was generally more a tendency to over-

sexually immoral react, as if holding
than the already the opposite view
immoral culture of was somehow even
the Roman Empire. more spiritual than
« So the believers a biblical view of
were inclined to be human sexuality,
more tolerant of & maleness, &

sexual immorality. femaleness.



[image: image9.png]One of the biggest words
in the entire New Testament: ‘in’

* Paul will tell the
believers in Corinth
that it is by God's
doing that they are
in Christ, & that the
Holy Spirit has also
immersed them so
that they are in the
body of Christ (1
Corinthians 1:30
& 12:13).

* He will tell them that

those who are in the
faith have Christ in
them (2 Corinthians
13:5), but the really
big problem is not
that the believers
are in Corinth, but
that Corinth is in
the believers.



[image: image10.png]Paul: A man of contrasts

* Born as Saul, the » Born again as Paul,
Jew (Acts 7:58) a believer (Acts 9)

» Steeped in the Law + A steward of Grace
(Philippians 3:5) (Ephesians 3:1, 2)

» Persecuted the * Founded & then
church to the point established the 1t
of death (Acts 8:1, churches in Gentile
3;9:1;22:4; 1 lands (Acts 13-28),
Timothy 1:12-16) including Galatia

Y T
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k% Paul's Earthly Resume T

* Born a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin
(Romans 11:1; Philippians 3:5)

* Born in Tarsus, raised in Jerusalem (Acts 22:3)

* Educated in Judaism under Gamaliel, the son
of Simeon, the son of Hillel (Acts 5:34, 22:3)

* Roman citizen (Acts 16:37,38; 22:25-29; 23:27)
» Tentmaker by trade (Acts 18:1-3)

« Likely fluent in Greek, Latin, Hebrew & Aramaic
» Aggressive persecutor of the church (Acts 8:1-3)



[image: image12.png]But beyond that. .. Believers have the

Paul had a special ‘adoption of sons’
assignment as an + The body of Christ

apostle: the apostle  ° Believers are s_e_aled
to the Gentile lands by the Holy Spirit

(Acts 9:15; Romans  + Believers have all
15:15,16; Galatians been identified &

2:7-9; Ephesians united with Christ
3:8) « Listing & explaining
* Paul conveyed the spiritual gifts
some teachings « Jews & Gentiles
not disclosed by are both “in Christ”

the other apostles: & dead to the Law



[image: image13.png]Apostle (apostolos)

* The word apostle
(apostolos), in
New Testament
times, meant ‘a
special messenger’
— he was not just a
general messenger
by occupation (as
the Greek word
angelos conveyed)

¢ The English word

“ambassador”
conveys much of
the meaning of
apostolos —a
messenger sent for
a special purpose &
having a delegated
authority from the
One who sent him



[image: image14.png]* Received his gift &
The necessary office by a sovereign
qualifications decision of God:
of an apostle 1 Corinthians 1:1;
P Ephesians 1:1

* Had success in « Had to have been
evangelism: 1 an eyewitness of the
Corinthians 9:2; resurrected Jesus
2 Corinthians 3:1-3; Christ: Acts 1:22;
Galatians 2:7-9 1 Corinthians 9:1

* Had the capacity to « Endowed with power
suffer patiently — to to perform signs,
persevere in trial: wonders & miracles:

2 Corinthians 12:12 2 Corinthians 12:12



[image: image15.png]Sanctified in Christ Jesus

« Sanctified: ‘set » Even though these
apart for a special believers are really
& holy purpose’. immature & have a

boatload of moral &
spiritual problems,
in Christ they are

« ‘Sanctified’ is in the
perfect tense, which

is a completed pa_st already completely
action, with ongoing set apart for His

results on into the holy purpose, with

future, implying results on into
permanence. eternity_



[image: image16.png]1 Corinthians 1:1-3 Expanded & Explained

Paul, called by God as an apostle, who is a
special messenger of Jesus Christ, and that by
the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother in the
Lord, 2 to the called out ones who are the church
of God which is at Corinth, and who have been
permanently set apart for God's holy and special
purpose on into eternity by being in Christ Jesus,
and are also holy ones by the calling that is from
God, with all who in every place call on the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, all believers, their
Lord and ours: 3 Grace, which flows from Who
God is, to you, and heart peace from God our
Father, the one Who richly blesses us, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom we are so blessed.
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