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Paul’s Apostleship

As Seen In Damascus & Arabia

Galatians 1:15-17
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' -Remember, Galatians is divided up into three main sections

- Paul’s Defense of His Apostleship (Personal*) 1&2
- Paul Defends Justification by Faith Alone (Polemical*) 3&4
- Paul’s Call to Liberty (Practical*) 5&6  *Lehman Strauss

-In ‘Paul’s Defense of His Apostleship’, I've divided it
up into six geographical sections in chapters 1&2:

-Introduction: Saul’s Apostleship did not come by
way of man. 1:11,12

1. In Tarsus and Jerusalem before Damascus. 1:13,14
2. In Damascus and Arabia. 1:15-17

3. In Jerusalem with Peter and James. 1:18-20

4. In Tarsus (Syria and Cilicia) apart from Judea. 1:21-24
5. In Jerusalem with the pillars of the church. 2:1-10
6. In Antioch with Peter 2:11-21

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated
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Saul’s Conversion

Stephen 33AD

Timeline of Galatians chapters 1 & 2

(times Approximate)

Stoned 1 l Damascus & r?qua 33-
32AD | 36AD 36AD —
| 1 1 1 | 1 1 |
I I 31 I !
32 I : 3_!.3 4 : 35
Gal 1:13,14 Gal 1:15,16 € Gal 1:16,17 >
§)
3 g oudl, Barnabus
Peter & James in  Saul in Tarsus J&T'tUT in i ?aul c_ongroptsh
36-45AD erusalem 45- eter in Antioc
Je:u_salem 36A oD T
36AD -“ | | I
| 1 | 1 | 1 |
: 3'6 /7 4|6 I 4'7 ; 4I8

Gal 1:18-20 Gal 1:21-24 ‘

Gal 2:1-10 Gal 2:11-21 ‘

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated

Claudius and the Judaean Famine
46-48 AD Acts 11:28
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-Last week we dealt with Saul’s life before he went to ft/
Damascus. WY

-Saul was building his career on the persecution,
Imprisonment, and the death of those in the church;
“even pursuing them to foreign cities”.

-Before he was saved, we would classify him as one of

t-IIQ'-Iee r\pvggtc i\ﬁwlbrﬁw%nt nehclcs)Ff%'a?ate ladder of Judaism on

the bodies of the Christians he had imprisoned and
murdered.

-We ended with This:

Acts 9:1,2 *Now Saul, still breathing threats and
murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest, 2and asked for letters from him

to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any belonging to the Way, both men and women,
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-Our passage today deals with Saul in Damascus ft/
and the Arabian desert. Galatians 1:15-17 f'
13 For you have heard of my former manner of life in
Judaism, how | used to persecute the church of God
beyond measure and tried to destroy it; 4and | was

advancing in Judaism beyond many of my
contemporaries among my countrymen, being more
extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.

15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my
mother’'s womb and called me through His grace, was
pleased 1¢to reveal His Son in me so that |

might preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not
immediately consult with flesh and blood, 17 nor did |
go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before
me; but | went away to Arabia and returned once
more to Damascus.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-We are going to divide verses 15-17 into three \t/
separate sections: /

|. Saul’s Calling
Il. Saul’s Purpose

l1l. Saul’s Action

. Saul’s:€alliNg- God, who had set me

apart even from my mother’'s womb and called
me through His grace. ..

-Notice - Saul was called by God before he was ever saved.
-What exactly is meant by the ‘calling of God'?

-The root word in Greek = Kaleo (kaAéw) to call, summon,
or invite.

-Speaking theologically, not scripturally, ‘calling’
can be broken down into two sub-categories; a
general call and a divine call.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-A ‘General Call’ is when God, through a fl’/ |
proclamation of scripture invites everyone to f'
accept the free qift of Jesus Christ as their Savior.
This is not what we are talking about in this verse.

-What we are talking about here is the technical
meaning of the ‘Divine Call’ which we see in God’'s
plan for every believer.

-This calling comes from God the Holy Spirit, not
only In preparation at the point of salvation, but
also the believer’s justification and ultimate
glorification.

-In Predestination, God calls only those who will believe.

-In God’s Omniscience, this Divine Call only goes out
to those that He knows will put their faith in Christ.

-This can be seen in Romans 8:29,30

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025




God’s Election (Chosen, Called) \T/,

Romans 8: 22 For those whom He foreknew, He =
also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,

so that He would be the firstborn among many

brethren; 3° and these whom Glorified

He predestined, He also called; and these whom

He called, He also justified; and these whom jystified

He justified, He also glorified.

Called

Predestined

Foreknew

The Chain of Predestination
Romans 8:29,30
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-From a theological point of view; ‘election’,
‘chosen’, and ‘called’, are all synonymous terms

WNRB {F ERMESR RrAdeTER2HRBtNe on God's

Predestination and Omniscience it would look like
this:

-Foreknowledge and Predestination took
place in eternity past.

-Calling and Justification takes place with
the believer in time.

-Glorification takes place in eternity future.

-This calling is the work of the Holy Spirit
towards only those who will believe.

-Unbelievers are never a recipient of this call.

-Let’s look at this chart once more, but this
time working backwards:

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025




God’s Election (Chosen, Called) I/;
Romans 8: 22 For those whom He foreknew, He o

also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many

brethren; 3¢ and these whom Glorified

He predestined, He also called; and these whom

He called, He also justified; and these whom jystified ‘

He justified, He also glorified. .

Called . Eternity
Future
Predestined I_
Foreknew Believer in Time—

e Eternity Past J

The Chain of Predestination
Romans 8:29,30
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. -So, if this calling is only effective for those who will \‘t/
| believe, what is involved in our calling? /

-We are not called to be saved, but as believers, we
are called to be justified and ultimately glorified.

|
'-The believer’s calling can be summed up in Romans chapter 6:

| Romans 6:3-5 3 Or do you not know that all of us
| who have been baptized into Christ ] esus have

B e s o

been baptized into His death? 4 Theref ore we
have been buried with Himthrough baptisminto
death, so that as Christ was raised fromthe
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life. s For if we have
become united with Him in the likeness of His
death, certainly we shall also be in t he likeness of
His resurrection. . .
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-It is further amplified in Ephesians chapters 1&2:

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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Every Believer is Called \T/,

Divine Calling
-~ Through God’s
~ Grace

Positional Truth
Ephesians chapters 1&2
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Eph 1:4 “ Just as He chose u
S N

- Him before the foundation
o .

world, that we would be hol
and

blameless before Him.”
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-So many times we want to associate ‘election’, \T/j‘

‘chosen’, and ‘calling’, with the agt of being sgved.
-Some will say, we are elected to be saved and some

aren't.

or;

% -Some will say, we are chosen or called to salvation
and others to hell.

-Do not mix up our election with our volition (our free
will to choose or reject Christ).

-In the Divine Decrees of God, human responsibility has
always co-existed with God’s Sovereignty.

-God’s Sovereignty and Justice will never override the

féeoedvc\élljleg{e@%]an with a free will when He placed

| “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” in the _
garden. |

B R
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Genesis 2:16,17 ¢ The Lord God conmanded
the man, saying, “Fromany tree of the garden
you may eat freely; 177 but fromthe tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall

not eat, for inthe day that you eat from

it you will surely die.”

-Our salvation is based on the finished work of Christ on
the cross when we put our faith in the gospel.

-Our calling is based on God’s predestining us “to
become conformed to the image of His Son”

Romans 8:39

-Do we think that Saul, without prior knowledge of the
gospel, just suddenly believed on that road to
Damascus?

-Most likely, the Holy Spirit had been working on him as
far back as Stephen’s death; maybe even before that.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-In the message to the men on Mars Hill in Athens, o
Paul used the same reasoning that he heard fl’/ |
/

Stephen use when witnessing to the Sanhedrin back
in Acts 7.

Acts 7: 47,48 47 But it was Solomon who built a
house for Him4 However, the Most High does

not dwell in houses made by human hands. (a
reference to | saiah 66:12)

Act 17: 24 The God who made the world and all things
IN it, since He Is Lord of heaven and earth, does

-Was urs]?rggdgl élplnécre]rgp\llvegrggq% M‘i\hepmg%sgt a

coincidence, or had the Holy Spirit been working on

I k iIn Chapter 77?
-SSaaqubV\E/]aCs #Glly Bware of the gospel; not only from

Stephen’s message but he was also aware opf the

apostles and probably the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

-Saul was in Jerusalem, with Gamaliel, at the time of Christ.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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Timeline of Saul.of. Jarsus... “T/f

.

Flavius Josephus & Luke the

Jesus in Physician) Christ’s Public Ministry starts
Birth of Christ Synagogue 12 around 30 years old, Luke 3:23
5:-2 BC years old -27 AD
5 BC 0 L 10 15 20 25 ‘
IDeath of | Birth of t | | Saul a student of , | T
Herod 4-1 Saul 1-4 Saul’s education Gamaliel in John the Baptist’s |
BC AD ? started at age 5 Jerusalem around| mirgstryesf-é8 AD |
22:2 . Tiberius f
cts 22;
Jerusale Galatian Caesar. 25 A1)
Crucifixi Saulin  Herod m S Luke 3:1
on of Saul meets Tarsus Agrippa Council Written
Christ 30 with Peter &  36-45 dies 44 AD 49-50 50-51
AD James 36 AD AD Acts 12:23 AD A|D
30 35 40 l 45 50 ‘ 55 60
Stephet  S#ul’s Saul in 3¢  Saul confrgnts |
n's conversio heaven 42  Peterin First Missionary Journey 47-48 AD
Stoning nin AD Cor Antioch 45 -47
32 AD Damascus 12:2 AD 4+ Second Missionary Journey 50-52 AD
3? AD | ‘ t * Third Missionary
Ldyears Ga Journey 53-58 AD
33 AD 251 47 AD
Saul’s aul - Act
Judaean Famine 46-48 AD Acts 11:2&9—1 D
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-On the Damascus road Christ said, “why are you -
persecuting me?”; Saul, of his own free will, \‘t/ |
believed. ,

-God knowing this, called Saul, “even from his
mother’'s womb”, to a particular purpose.

'11. Saul’s Purpose

S

B L T T e

Galatians 1:15,16 *° But when God, who had set me
apart even frommy mother’s womb and called me
through His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in
me so that | might preach Himanmong the Gentiles. . .

-This calling was declared by the Lord to Ananias
when he first met Saul in Damascus.

Acts 9:15,16 15 But the Lord said to [Ananias], “Go,
for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My
name bef ore the Gentiles and kings and the sons of
| srael; *¢ for | will show himhow much he must
suff er for My name’s sake.”

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-No other writer in all of scripture has revealed the ft/ ’
person and work of Jesus Christ and His Church to the /
extent that Paul did.

-If it weren’t for Paul’s calling, we would know very little
about the age that we live in, or our position in Christ. =

-Even Peter, in his letters to the dispersed Jews in Asia |
Minor and Galatia, encouraged his readers to consider |
Paul’s writings:

1Peter 3:15,16 5 and consider that the longsuff ering
of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him has
written to you, 18 as also in all his epistles, speaking
iInthem of these things, in which are some things
hard to understand. . .NK] V

-Which brings us to our last point:

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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" 1IL. Saul’s Action

-Now let’s get back to the main context of chapters 1&2:

-Paul’s defense of his apostleship.

f-This IS seen in his time spent in the Arabia desert.

Galatians 1:16,17 'S But when God, who had set
me apart even from my mother’'s womb

| and called me through His grace. . .8 did not

ji immediately consult with fl esh and blood, 17 nor did
| goupto] erusalemto those who were apostles
before me; but | went away to Arabia and returned
, -It is appetem ehat Daitwe@s.Saul’s conversion,

_i and his return to Damascus, he spent some time

| '—Q/\I%FPQWOt talking about Saudi Arabia which is south
i of Judea, but the Arabian Desert, right next to
Damascus.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-There appears to be a contradiction on when this
trip to Arabia took place:

Acts 9:19,20 19 and he took Galatians 1:16.17 61 did
food and was strengthened. not immediately

Now for several days he consult with flesh and
was with the disciples who blood, 17 nor did | go

were at Damascus, 2° and
immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the

up to ) erusalemto
those who were
apostles before me; but

Synagogues, saying:, “He | went anay to Arabia
is the Son of God. and returned once more
to Danmascus.

-The passage in Acts has Saul spending several days
with the disciples and proclaiming Jesus in the
synagogues.

-Our passage in Galatians has Saul ignhoring all men and
heading straight to Arabia.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-It should be noted that Paul and Luke are looking
at this account from two different perspectives.

-Luke Is a historian and as such will either include or
leave out certain details of his historical narrative.

-Paul, on the other hand is giving evidence for his claim

of apostleship apart from men.

-The book of Acts has no mention of Arabia, except it

may haye-Resn ghded i RENs B R,
ntrodugeg SHL YD e Ve AP MBI SEI SRR

the disciples; but they were all af raid of him,

not believing that he was a

disciple. 27 But Barnabas took hold of himand
brought himto the apostles and described to
them how he had seen the Lord on the road,
and that He had talked to him and how at

Damascus he had spoken out boldly inthe
name of ] esus.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated
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-So, in fact, Saul did not “consult with flesh and blood” ... |
concerning his apostleship, but he did spend “several ft/‘
days” after his conversion with the disciples in N

Damascus, even going to the synagogues proclaiming
Christ.

-Acts 9 goes on to say: | |

22 Byt Saul kept increasing in strength and
conf ounding the | ews who lived at Damascus
by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.

23 \When many days had elapsed, the | ews
plotted together to do away with him . .

e T T e < e

24 hut their plot became known to

Saul. They were also watching the gates

day and night so that they might put him

to death; 25 but his disciples took him by

night and let him down through an opening
in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
- ~ - e . s - m N e T - = P J

) N



- " i it L n g,

i it N e s S i el

e g e

B i g

-50, when exactly did Saul go to Arabia, and was ft/;
it for three years?

Galatians 1:17,18 "7 nor did | goup to
] erusalemto those who were apostles before
me; but | went away to Arabia and returned
once nore to Damascus. *® Then three years
. later | Nt rusalem .. ..
-Its obvious ?ﬁ%t Se\aNueI spugnttot%r%eulsr? qu Arabian

desert during his stay in Damascus.

-The question is; did the three years in verse 18 refer
to just Arabia, or the period from his conversion to

181820 give my opinion on that because | have now
ventured into verse 18, which Miles will cover next
week!

-But What Is Important In Today’s Lesson?

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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-Saul solidified his apostleship in the Arabian
Desert being taught directly by the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Galatian 1:16,17 ¢l did not inmediately
consult with fl esh and blood. . . 17 but |
went away to Arabia.

_After Saul’s conversion he met with other
disciples, proclaimed Christ in the synagogues,

R RTQRRNY AaBistRAceRsRLtRINGS MH ERem.

his mission to the Gentiles. This most likely
included:

-The mystery doctrine of the church
-The relationship between Jew and gentile

-The relationship between Law and Grace
-Our position in Christ

-This apostleship came directly from Christ, not man.

All scripture is NASB 95 unless otherwise indicated HHBC Bob Wolford May 18, 2025
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Paul’s Apostleship

As seen In Damascus & Arabia

Galatians 1:15-17
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