[image: image1.png]At this point we turn a corner

* From Genesis * But from Genesis
11:26 to chapter 14 chapter 15 we see
we were introduced that the emphasis

to Abraham & the shifts to God's

covenant that God promise to Abraham

had made with him. to have many, many
* The emphasis has descendants.

been on the land * Abraham was now

that God would getting on in years

show him. & was still childless.



[image: image2.png]How God counts faith

« Up to this point, we
have seen this man
Abraham acting in
faith, believing what
God has promised
him in Genesis 12.

* We have seen
Abraham both

stumble & grow
in his faith.

In this chapter it is
revealed how God
counts or considers
our faith in Him:

Faith is neither
causative, nor is it
contributory, noris it
counted as a work
for which we get
any credit or merit.



[image: image3.png]Grace is still grace
& mercy is still mercy

¢ God has shown His « God, in His mercy,

grace & His mercy still withholds the
to Abraham, & He punishment from
will continue to do Abraham, in those
so as we read about  times when he
the life of Abraham. does deserve the
« God, in grace, consequences.
blesses Abraham, * Grace & mercy
though he doesn't are both aspects

deserve it. of God's character.



[image: image4.png]God begins by promising protection

* God has previously + As we will see,

implied protection God's declaration
for Abraham, in of protection for
that He promised Abraham is so
descendants to a that God can be
man who had been & remain faithful
totally childless. to His promise of

« But in Genesis 15:1 many descendants
God says that Heis  for Abraham, all by
Abraham'’s shield. God’s grace.



[image: image5.png]...and great reward, too

* God adds to ¢ The ‘great reward’
His promise of is an expression
physical protection of God's grace.
of Abraham by then + The great reward
adding a line about would include God's
‘great reward’ to physical protection
His promise. of Abraham so that

* Why does God do he would enjoy
that & what does every other promise

that mean? of benefit from God.
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 For the first time
Abraham calls God,
“Adonai Yahweh” =
‘Lord God'’ or
‘Master God'.

« For Abraham to
call God ‘Lord’ or
‘Master’ shows that

God has authority &
Abraham knows it.



[image: image7.png]The cultural priority

* In the time of * As we proceed
the patriarchs of through Genesis,
Genesis (Abraham, including this next
Isaac & Jacob), an Sunday'’s passage,
extremely high we will see that the
priority within that people of this time
culture was to have & culture would go
& establish an heir, to any length to
& if at all possible, have an heir by

by a descendant. a descendant.
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[image: image9.png]Eliezer of Damascus

¢ Abraham makes ¢ Though Eliezer
reference to Eliezer would show himself
of Damascus as to be both faithful &
the apparent heir. useful as a servant

« That may not (Genesis 24), to
have been legally have an heir who
established at this was not a blood
point, but he was descendant or at
the apparent heir least a relative was

of last resort. ‘a personal failure’.



[image: image10.png]God promised

* Abraham is looking « Eliezer his servant,
for God to give him born in his ‘house’,
a blood heir, but would not be his
recognizes that God heir, but rather a
has not done so yet. blood descendant.

* So God made a * And God would not
promise to Abraham  fulfill His promise to
that was very Abraham minimally

explicit: —not ‘just barely'...



[image: image11.png]Are you seeing stars?

¢ God has Abraham
look at the stars to
give him an idea
of the number of
descendants that
he would have.

« Counting stars is
not easy, & varies
by person, location
& moon phase.

» Estimates are that
one could count up
to 6,000 stars under
ideal conditions, “if
only the sky would
stop rotating”.

* God really intended
that Abraham have
countless offspring,
humanly speaking.



[image: image12.png]Just how is one saved?

* Genesis 15:6 is * Salvation for all
quoted or restated people for all time
by Paul in Romans is by faith in God.
4:3,9,22&in + That faith in God's
Galatians 3:6. revelation & in His

* James 2:23 also provision is not a
quotes this verse. work for which we

+ Salvation can be get credit, but is
summarized like faith in God's work,

this: which glorifies Him.



[image: image13.png]Faith, time & salvation

« Salvation always
was, is now, & will
always be by faith.

* God has revealed
different things to
different people
over time, with the
general principle
that revelation has
been progressive.

* From Adam to

Christ, they looked
forward to Christ.

* \We now have a
full & complete
revelation in God's
word, & can look
back on Christ’s
death, burial &
resurrection.



[image: image14.png]But how will | know?

“How will | know?”
has always been

a pivotal question
in people’s minds,

about lots of things.

Over time, God
has provided signs
of His promises &
various means for
His assurance.

* God provided a sign
for Abraham by His
bringing an oven &
torch between the
animals Abraham
had prepared.

¢ Abraham was not
told to go between
the animals — God
made the promises!
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* Abraham had ¢ Abraham was
a vision which given some points
occurred in the of timeframe &
context of sleep. some key events

« Abraham was in his descendants
disturbed in part, inheriting the land.
but God intended * These events
comfort & to give a that God told to
defined answer to Abraham are found

his questions. in Exodus - Joshua.
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[image: image17.png]The Jews’ captivity in Egypt,
the Exodus, & return under Joshua

¢ The quick summary < From 1845 to 1446

of what God told BC they would be
Abraham, that did in Egypt, as slaves.
come to pass, is: » During the Exodus
¢ Abraham’s own they would be given
grandson Jacob & goods & wealth.
his sons & families o After 40 years, they
would be in Egypt, would enter to take
at first under good possession of the

conditions. land under Joshua.



[image: image18.png]Don’t worry, Abraham

« After Abraham’s
rescue of Lot
(Genesis 14),
Abraham was
very likely quite
concerned about
the tradition of
revenge in the
Middle East, & how
he would survive.

God told Abraham
that, no, God would
preserve him & he
could count upon
dying of old age.
All that God had
promised would

be indeed fulfilled
& Abraham could
count on it.



[image: image19.png]“the Amorite”

* We have seen & * ‘Amorite’ is always
will see this name single in Hebrew,
“Amorite” as we even if translated as
continue through a plural in English.
Genesis.  The literal meaning

* There are two of the Hebrew term
key things to note ‘Amorite’ is actually
about the term: ‘Westerner'.

In Abraham'’s day the term ‘Amorite’
was nearly a synonym for ‘Canaanite’.



[image: image20.png]What kind of promise of
protection do we have?

* We read in the Bible « That is the full
about special cases spiritual armor that
where the apostles God intends for us
were protected or to ‘take up’ by faith.
were delivered from .« wjith it, we are fully

harm or from prison.  aple to stand on the
« But we have been ground already won
given the full armor by the Lord Jesus
of God (Ephesians Christ — there is no
6:10-18). reason to ‘attack’.



[image: image21.png]Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns*:
Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

Church Founder’'s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4:8
Elder's Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4
Crown of life: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

« Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
« Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
¢ Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition



[image: image22.png]And the promise of descendants?

* We -you & | who
believe - are the
spiritual sons of
of Abraham
(Galatians 3:7).

* Christ is the
firstborn among
many brethren &
we're the brethren
(Romans 8:29).



[image: image23.png]What about this land promise —
what does that have to do with me?

¢ Abraham’s many « But we will come
descendants were with the Lord Jesus
promised land in Christ when He
Genesis 15:18 comes again, as
that will only come His bride, when He
to fulfillment when reigns over all that
Christ comes again. promised land for

+ That land will be for ~ 1000 years - &
the people of Israel Abraham will be

in the Millennium. there to see it all.



[image: image24.png]



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








 Holly Hills Bible Church – 24 Genesis series – June 22, 2008

Genesis 15:1-21 – The covenant with Abraham - page 2 of 3

